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afcends. 


Megfera*  ; 

Mh6  to  iht  Roirane  Induce , jts. our  home  * 
dud  p'oper  mauJIoT?^  is  Megasra  come 
N ojiraptgcr,  tojdhefe.  T^rtflls  : m more  in  Hdl 
ncti^hJre^jdoemfcJxi^^^^ 

Let  the  unenvy^d  GodsJit^tfortkpoJf^e 
Poore  Peafanti.  hemsj  and^rtile in  Cottages ; 

Let  Vertue  lurlie  among  the  rmnll  Sr>rAmeSj 

whilefl  Vice  in  Rom^s  impermll  Palace  re'jgnesy 

And  rules  thofi  hreafis,  Tphom  all  the  world. obeys.  ] 

tyhat  though  the  G fids  and  Venue  firft^did  rdfi  : 

Rome  to  that,  height., it  holds  ? they  did  but  mice  !‘ 

An  Empire  la^geenftagh  for  ; 

And  build  a frengtly^ur  ,t^  to  manage  mwy  j 

'llwugh  V trtuc  m^^e  the  Eomani\gt‘eat?teffi  grow : j 

Shee  mwforfi^csit  at, the  height. ; the  Power Sy  - i 

And  fruits  of  all  her  diligence  are  pm,  j 

But  to  prefiirve  that  intereft^and^eep  high  J 

Our  hold  in  tins  commanding  family  - 

A blacker  Fury  then  my  fclfitmft  rife,  ' 

To  fill  thefe  roifes  with  fejh  tmpkws*  li 

'Rifb  erutU  Ghoft,  afeend  Caligula,  j 

That  Lady  didfi  the  wmids  proud  feepter  /way  J 

Beyond  our  wtfh whothoiigh  anEmperoiir,  \} 

In  wkkedneffe  weft  gi'eater  then  in  power  y i 

AndclotVd  with  fiejh  among  mankind didf  dwell 
A Fiend  more  black  then  any  wasm  Hell, 
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Turn  thojc  duriie  vaults  afcenci  > tu  bla/l  this  faire 
gor^ious  PaLice^  lil(^  that  fdifonaiis  mrc^ 
h Bc}}  Eanh^qualies  from  the  gt'ounds  torve  cntralles  breathy 
To  the  world  with  pcfliUnce  and  death.  j 

fiet  cowesy  Htv  comes  : the  vrry  honfe  begins 
T 0 Jhal(^e  with  horroicY  of  appr aching  finnes.  | 

The  night  grewes  blacker  then  befirre  y . and  I | 

felfi  am  fill'd  with  new  Impiety.  j 

Cali  GUI  A^s  Gh^ft.  ; 

tvhy  am  I raifed  from  the  vaults  bdorp  ? ■ 

H’hat  mifchkfs  can  an  airy  Jhadow  dod  ? .j, 

what  c ah  a naiied  Ghafi  per  far  me  ? In  vain  ‘ k 

Are  dll  mentSy  unleffe  I reigned  againe 
^bey^d  by  all  the  Romans  power y and  wore  i 

That  wielded  body  which  1 had  before.  1 

what  then  I did  you  bnowy  and  if  your  powd'  J 

Could  haze  maintain'd  me  Im^r  Emperour,  jj 

J had  outdone  your  wifbesy  afid given  birth  u 

To  fiich  new  mifbiefesy  as  the  fuffring  earth  | 

Had  groan'd  to  fecle : what  my  intentions  were  I 

Djd  to  the  world  in  thofe  blai^bool^es  appearty  ' | 

when  all  Romes  Senate  were  to  death  dejign'd,  [j 

And  chefs'of  pifdn  that  J left  behind, 
which  fince  my  death  into  the  Occ.in  thrownty  j 

Foi fin'd  the  waves  for  many  leagues y and  on  ^ 

Foore  fifhes  wrought  that  execution y S 

Hhkh  on  masTlfnd  1 mm  they Jhoutd  have  dont^  n 

What  can  1 now  perform  alas  ? ‘ j 

Meg^ra.  Enough,  ■ <1 

with  thy  contagions  prefene'e  bUft  this  roofs  y 4 

Jnfelith'  Imperiall  Hoii  fe  with  alt  the  ill  ^ | 

That  Hill  and  thou  canfi  bring.  I et  mifchicf  * f dt  | 

Ki'igm  hercy  and  ^icp  out  ban/fh'd  Piety y 
Jufliccyond  Confiiencc  y lit  no  [acred  ty 
Cf  Naturiy  or  Religious  lawes  ref  ram 
Tbeir  ParricidaH  hands : ad  names  bee  vaine 
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Ag  RIP  P INA. 

of  brother,  chllde,  or  parent.  Ut  the  tvlfe 
with  impiom  ra^e  deftroy  her  husbands  life, 

The  brother  l(ill  the  brother,  and  the  Sonne 
JRip  up  his  parents  bowels* 

Ghost. 

^Twill  be  done. 

The  actors  are  my  Ifindred,  and  lil(e  mne 
Mufi play  their  parts : ambitious  Agrippinc, 

Purfue  thy  cruell  proji^s,  and  upon 
A husband* s murther  ratfe  thy  Impious  Sonne, 

That  he  may  play  the  Parricide  againe. 

And  murder  thee,  that  gav* fl  him  life  and  reigne. 

That  all  the  world  ajlonijh'd  at  fo  high 
Ingratitude  and  fouJe  Impiety, 

May  feare  the  Mmiflers  r eigne,  yet  fufer  more 
Then  they  could  feare,  or  ere  was  felt  before. 

1 et  what  no  foes,  no  furies  durjl  confpire 
To  a[t  *gainft  Rome,  nor  I my  fe/fe  de fire 
when  1 was  Prince-,  bee  cur  fed  Nero  *s  crimes* 

1 et  his  dire  fo/y  infuccceding  times 
F rom  all  earths  Tyrants  elfe  the  wonder  draw. 

And  men  almofi  forget  Caligula. 

Meg^RA* 

The  Fates  co7ifent ; that  thunder,  which  wee  heave 
From  Acheron,  con  fir  mis  the  Omen  there. 

Vowne  wicl(id  Ghoft  into  thy  cell  below, 
wet  mufi  no  longer  bide  ; the  Codes  doe  crow,  - 
The  twinl(!mg  fiarres  begyn  to  hide  their  heads 
The  day  would  dawne,  and  from  Auroracs  bed 
Would  Titan  rife,  but  that  he  fares  tofu 
Such  infirumms  of  Hells  impiety. 

The  Gods  themfelves  forbid  our  longer  fiay. 

For  feare  our  prefence  Jhould  retard  the  day.  Emint. 

As  A Tra- 
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A Tragedy, 
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Pallas,  Vitellius> 

Poll  ID. 

P alias  > 

Ow  is  the  time  noble  ViuUlns, 

Eoi  you , and  you  moft  honour’d 
To  make  that  fervice  you  have  done  com- 
To  royall  Jgrippjna;  briefly  thus : (pleat 
The  two  commanders  oTh’  Pr^^orian 
Cr  'ifpinm  l^ufus^  and  that  Lucnis  Gcta  ( campe 

Muft  bedifpIac'd,andloineofnecrertruft 
To  her  defignes  advanced  lii  their  roome, 

Or  clfe  our  ^wer  will  mere  be  fiiU,  they  love ' 

too  wejl  , this  is  the  thing^  y- 

The  Enrorefle  wifhes ; let  your  eIoque4(;e. 

i And  wifdomeiurther  it  in  Ccefar^s  care.  

Vitdlu 

FcareusnotPi?//.'^;  butwhatfiicceiTcrs 
Have  w^e  to  take  their  charge  ? 

Pallas. 

One  muft  take  all. 

Ycu 
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, Yoiimay  pixt(^idtJ)c.mcoiwcniiCjice  I 

Of  two  comiiianders,  and  fo  rakcirom  CtjAtr  ' 

AlljealoufiGofcheplot.  i 

VoUio^.  ' I 

Whofliallitbc?  i 

■ ^ FalLn. 

Bclov’d  and  honour'd  by  the  ibukiicrs..  j 

None  can  except  againft  hkii,  and  the  dian^ 

Will  not  dilplcafc  the  campc : nor  can  his  merit 
Make  him  JcfletlaankfuU  to  her;  knowing  well, 
was  in  her  power  to  m:ike  it  of  her  wi  id 
But  the  advwincing  of  liich  able  men 
As  Seriixu  and  wiJI  take  o ff 

A1 1 envy  from  the  Empr cfle  and  our  fel ves. 

Then  wee  with  praife  have  wrought  our  purpefes^ 

And  made  our  party  ftrong,  while  Seneca 

Shall  fvvay  the  Senate,  Burr'hns  rule  thecampc  i 

To  her  defignes : but  I’le prefamc  no  £uther  i 

T "iiiftrud  your  wifcdomcs,  or  much  leffe  to  doubt  i 

Your  true  affethons  to  the  ftate  jnd  honour 

‘Of  who  will' then  have  power 

To  make  morc  large  requital!  to  herfriends. 

In  which  meft  high  and  hajpy  ranke,  ypu  tivo  , 

Arcchiefly  feoted : ihee  acknowla!ges  | 

Her  (dSp  indebtedto  your  eloquence 

Noble  who"  in  Senate  M 

You  pi-oov’d  her  rrarriage  lawful! . andbeing  Cenfbr,  f 

Depof'd  S’//.  from  his  Praetor Ihip, 

Who  flroulci  have  married  young  Off  avia. 

To  you,  brave  Pb//>,  whofe  perfwafions  i 

Have  bcene  the  can  fcyoung  Nero  now  e^ijoyes  ; 

That  happy  marriage,  which  Sjianus  loft. 

But  moft  of  all  fhcc  ow'd  to  both  your  paines 
In  canfing  to  adopt  her  Nero. 
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Vitcllius, 

’Twl\5  hard  Co  worke  at  firft.  c.tfar  ftuck  at  iCj, 
Allcdguigthatthe  ClaHdianf2mi\y 
Never  adopted  any,  and  bcfidcs 
When  L net  us  Gct:i  and  Cnjpinus  Rufus 
In  lo\  ethcy  bore  to  young  Britannicus 
Told  him  that  choc  adoption  to  the  world 
Would  bee  ridiculous : by  prefident 
Wee  did  reiute  it,  ihewing  how  Tiberius 
Having  a Sonne  and  Nephew  both  alive. 

Adopted  th’  ifliie  of  Germmc  us* 

Vall.is* 

My  Lords,  ’twas  nobly  carryed ; thisdefigne* 
Tiiatnow  wCe  have  in  hand,  though  not  fc  fard 
T o worke,  will  prove  as  ad\'antageoys.  ^ 

Bceyoii  with  C.effr\  Idegoelatisfie 
The  Empreffc  of  your  loves. 

yittiiiHS,  Fullio. 

Farewell  brave  P villas . Exeunt  VittL  & Pi/l. 

PdUs. 

Farewell  my^  Lords.  Goc  flattering  Senatours, 

Goe  ulc  your  heft  perl wafive  eloquence, 

Whilcft  I alone  u{^n  your  envic  rife. 

Whiled  I injoy  in  Aa/ipflnaes  love 
The  fruit  ofvour  obfequious  diligence. 

What  chougn  my  birth  be  humble, and  my  diic^ 

But  one  of  c \efars  freed^mcn,  thou^  I boaal  not 
Patrit  an  blood,  nor  in  my  galleries 
Dilplay  old  ranks  ofiiolc-'lefTc  anceftours, 

Or  eare-cropt  images,  if  I enjoy 
What  ever  high  Nobility  can  give 

and  power  : the  date  can  witneffe  it. 

The  Senate  tore  nice,  and  in  fliitccry 
Have  fil'd  to  C^efar  to  conlerre  on  mee 
Piietonan  and  Qwedorian  omamaits. 

Which  lat  vouchfefed  to  accept. 

Wha 


i jrprrwrwT: 

When  my  command  alone  has  doom’d  to  death 
The  nobleft  of  that  order;  men  whofe  names 
Old  Komt  has  boafted  of,  whofe  vertues  raisM 
Her  to  that  envied  height  that  now  fhe  holds. 

Their  murders  ftupid  Ccefar  rather  chofe 
To  take  upon  himlelfe,  then  (^ueftion  mec. 

Let  dull  Patricians  boaft  their  aery  titles. 

And  count  me  bale,  whileft  I commend  their  lives. 

And  for  the  furtherance  of  my  high  intents. 

Make  nobleft  men  my  hated  inftruments. 

JE/^wNarcissus. 

But  ha ! Narciffks  ? yes ; there  comes  a man 
That  was  my  rivall  once,  whom  I fear’d  more 
Then  all  the  Lords  of  my  fellow  free ’d  man. 

That  knew  our  wayes  of  power ; that  not  the  Senate, 
But  C^rifars  cliamber  did  command  the  world. 

And  aile  the  fate  of  men : but  Fortune ’s  tunrd. 

And  he  not  worth  my  regard  or  feare. 

In  maftring  him  I feele  my  greateft  ftrength 
N arciffiis. 

Not  looke  upon  mec ! am  I fall’n  fo  low  ? 

Did  I in  equall  place  with  this  proud  man , 

Nay farre above  him,  fwaytheftate,andrule 
Great  c^efafs  heart,  while  MeffuUma  liv’d. 

And  wasnotthere  contdit  ( Oh  punilhment 
Of my  ambitious  aimcs)but  caur d the  death 
Of  that  loofe  Ernpreffe  to  bring  inch’  expulft 
Jelia  Fctina , and  inftead  of  her 
Have  letthis  T^^effe  Agnppyna  in 
This  dragon  Ipim  to  devour  us  all 
Except  proud  FalUs  her  adul  terer  ? 

What  unavoided  dangers  e\^ery  way 
Threaten  this  life  ? For  if  young  reigne , 

1 dye , that  lbugl>t  to  croffe  his  mothers  match : 

If  ere  Fritmmcm  do  reigne , I dye 
Tjhritcaul’dhis  mothersdeath.  What  fliall  I doo  ? 

. Where* 
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VVherc  IViall  I leane  for  fifety  ? better  cruft 
The  innocent  goodnefle  of  Bnta?micui 
Then  }i^ipp'maes  feirce  and  crueli  nature ; 

Nor  can  I hope  more  goodneffe  from  her  fbnne. 

That  may  give  longer  refpite  to  my  feare. 

Befides  it  hearts  the  greater  fhew  of  juftice. 

And  honeft  Icr^dceto  my  Roiall  Matter.  . 

Since  wee  mutt  fall,  it  is  feme  happineffe 
To  fall  the  honeft  way, if  wee  may  cill 
That  honefty  at  all,  or  reall  vertuc 
T Q which  neceflity  c nforces  us, 

And  wee  by  fortune  not  eledion  pradife.  ‘ 

Emer  Geta,Crispinus. 

Here  comes  two  freinds  of  young 
Haile  Lucxva  Geta^  haiie  Crifpinti6  Kufiu* 

- Geta.  Narcijft^  haiie. 

NarciffiiSy 

Brave  Romans  your  arc  come 

Fitly  to  eafe  my  overburden’d  breoft 

Of  weighty  thought,  which  I dare  frady  truft 

V nto  your  noble  cares. 

Gtta. 

You  may  Narciffxa 
T ruft  truth  with  us. 

Cnjpiniis* 

Or  any  honeft  feerct. 

Geta. 

What  is  ’c  you  would  with  us  ? 

Nurc'tffns, 

Y o 1 know  my  Lords, 

( And  I muft  needs  confeiTe ) I was  a meancs 
Of  Meffalinaes  death ; but  all  the  Gods 
Can  witneffe  with  mee  how  uiiw’illingly 
I lent  a hand  t6  that  fed  adion ; 

And  but  for  Cef^^'Afafety,  which  I prize 
Abovemy  life  and  fortunes,  aqd.wluch  dicn 

^ I.thoughc 
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I thoueht endanger'd  miKh  by  her  holdad, 

Nou^ic  in  the  world  could  ere  have  moov’d  meeto  it. 
Cri/pims. 

What  hence  would  you  inferre? 

Narcijfus.. 

Then  Know  niy  Lords, 

How  little  I relped  my  private  ends 
To  doe  the  publike  fervice,  and  can  loofe 
My  lelfe  for  Ctfars  good : it  may  be  thought 
When  themoft  hopeful  1 Prince  Brit  amicus 
Shall  weare  that  wreath  which  all  the  world  adores,. 
To  me  it  may  be  fitall,  as  a foe 
V nto  his  mother : but  I rather  wi  (h 
My  felfe  for  ever  loft  , then  that  brave  Prince 
Should  not  fiiccced  his  fithcr. 

Ceta, 

How ! fiicceed  ? 

W hat  feare  is  there  ofthat  ? 

Crijpinuf. 

What  power  on  eartli, 

Can  barre  his  right,  whileft  vcee  command  rhecampe? 
1 *de  rather  fee  ( which  allthe  Gods  avert ) 

Rome  rent  againe  withcivill  broiles,thcn  hee 
Should  loofe  unjuftlythe  Impcriall  throne. 

Narciffus* 

Y * are  true  and  Noble  friends ; and  here  I vow 
T o joync  with  you,  and  ufe  my  uttermoft  power 
T’  advance  the  honour  of  Britarmcuu 
Crijpinus^ 

What  danger  threatens  it  ? 

Narcijfus* 

Doeyou  nor  know 

T o whom  tl;e  Sonne  of  Arnffnut  *s  married ; 

Cnjpmks.  Yes. 

Narciffus. 

And  that  honor  were  c no  igh  for  him . 


Ag  R I p p I n a. 

Without  adoption  too,  were  his  aimes  private^ 
And  that  his  crafiy  Mother  did  not  caft 
A way  for  him  to  the  (ucceffion . 

Cnfpinus.^ 

’Twas  ftiangelydoncof  Iconfeit. 

Ndrclffus. 

They  make  the  faGion  ftrong,and  cunningly: 
Eiicrede  the  .trpiheof  KWoy  and  difplace 
The  faithfiill  lct\dnzs^( Britunnicus. 
WifcSiWL'ca 's  recall'd  from  banidiment 
By  Azrippmaes  meanes,  not  for  the  love 
Snee  oeares  his  vertue ; but  to  make  him  hers. 
That  Seneca.  V authority  may  gtine 
The  peoples  love  to  her  amoitious  forme,- 
Ofwhofeyourigyeareshcetakes  tuition. 
Crilp'mus.  Itmnk  no  leffe. 

Get  a.  Befides  to*  make  the  match 
Fo:  her  young  Nero  with  0/ia  vk. 

Noble  Silane'S  dy’d,  who  might  haveproov’d 
A feithfiill  prop  to  Claudius  &mily. 

Narcijjus, 

In  blood  that  fatal!  niarriage  was  begun,. 

I fearetheOmcn ; Agrippina  suited 

And  cmell  aiturc  has  too  much  been  ieenc 
In  this  ihort  time.  L clJja  'Paulina^  Keece 
To  Cotta  Meffuimusy  a.nd  late  wife 
To  Cains  Cce(ar  y for  no  other  caiifc 
Then  aiming  once  at  CUiidim  marriage. 

Is  banilh’dir.r/y ; I'ler  goods  are  frizz’d. 

And  but  five  mill  ions  of  Sefterces  left  her 
Of  all  her  great  eftate ; but  there  the  malice 
Of  this  fell  woman  ftayes  not : now  wee  heare 
A T / is  dlfpoch^’d  away , to  ki  H 

The  baiiiih’d  Lady,  and  bring  back  her  head; 

CriJpitJtiS. 

Oh  barbarous  cruelty ! 
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Hai'cijfui. 

Yetmorelfeare, 

Since  her  Domitim  is  adopted  now. 

I ft^are  fhee  ’ll  fliortly  aime  at  higher  blood. 

Geta* 

Wee’ll  guard  the  life  of  young 

Narclffus. 

And  I ’ll  be  vigil^t  for  c^ejar  ’j  fMety. 

When  all  her  ends  are  wrought,  his,dfeth  is  next. 

JEz/f^r^RITANNI  cus. 
Geta. 

Here  comes  the  yopthfull  hope  of  Rome  and  us. 

Tell  mee,  not  I C^efar  *s  fonoe 

Crijplniis, 

My  Lord>  who  dares  to  queftion  it  ? 

Rntmnkui. 

I’m  line, 

I was  his  cideft  fonne , and  whil^ft  I liv’d 
I thought  that  Cxjar  had  not  lack’d  an  Heire 
But  I at  laft  have  found  an  elder  brother, 
Bomitius  IS  adopted  C^far  fonne 
HisnameisiV^r(?now.  I cannot  tell 
What  is  my  fault. 


Gcta* 


Excellent  youth,  how  much 

Beyond  his  yeeres  hee  apprehends  his  wrongs  > 


Crlfpmm, 


Eeare  not  (weet  Prince,  though  Agrippinas  fonne 
Bee  two  yeere  elder  then  your  felfe,  the  Senate 
W ill  never  judge  that  an  adopted  Sonne 
Shall  in  lucctffion  bee  preferr’d  before 
The  true  and  naturall  heire. 


Britanmeus. 
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I 

While  wee  have  breath,  iwXord , 
m fliall  command  our  lives^ 

I Crt^us 

How  unawares 

Has  feeble  Cje  far  wrought  a fhare  to  catch 
His  own  imliappy  life  in  ! grow  (vkot  prince. 

Grow  upm  ftrci^theh  the^mperi^l  noufe, 

Aiid  Curbe  the  furious  malice  ofthy  foes. 

EnW''N  E K(\  Pa  It  AS. 

Nero* 

[Brother  haile. 

‘Hailetoyou  •' 

d9mm  Anob.trbus. 

Nem 

/Doeyoufcome 

My  lalutatioh,  or  not  know  my  name  ? 

Exnmmctd.' 

That  was  your  fathers  name ; and  why  not  yours  ? 

Herg* 

How 's  that  ? Proud  boy.  Extmt  Brit.  & nliquU 

FaUas.  

Well,  let  them  goe,  luy  Lord. 

Twas  not  the  braine  of  young  Britanniaii 
That  could  g^vc  buth  to  this  tninurious  fcome. 

Though  for  his  yeeres,  the  boy  be  capable. 

But  riper  heads  then  his : there  went  his  couhfell 

Crilpmm  Ruf/py  and  that  Lticius  GetUy 

Who  fwcll  the  youth  with  boafting  hopes , andthinke 

Their  power  can  give  protefkion  to  his  pride. 

rie  make  them  fee  their  erroiir,  and  perceive, 

One  breath  of  mine  can  blow  them  from  their  ftrengths. 
This  newes  I % beare  to  Agrippim  ftraight. 

Come  Prince ; Brltamicm  ftiall  find  anon 

What  feeble  props  his  jpndQ  has  le;pi ’d  upon.  Exettfit. 

AgKie- 


P O L L I O. 

Jgripplfta* 

You  are  my  Judges. 

Seneca. 

Your  poore  fervants.  Madam. 

Agrippina. 

Nay  that  muft  be^oiir  office ; you  have  react 
My  Commenranes  over,  and  I Iboke  for 
A fiiithfull  cenfiire : I am  furc,  rhy  Lords, 
You  have  both  learning  able  to  diLcrne, 

And  (uch  integriticas  will  not  flatter. 

Speake  Seneca  \ I fee  they  looke  on  you : 
Howdoeyoulikethcm 

Seneca.  Royall  Agrippina, 

^ Such,  and  fo  good  they  bee , that  ableft  mcnr 
May  boldly  lpeake,and  not  offend  the  truth, 
Nor  you  at  all ; the  flile  is  full  and  Princely. 


ViteUliiS. 

Stately  and  abfblute,  beyond  what  ere  ^ 

Thefe  eyes  have  feene ; and  Rome,  whofc  majeftie 
Is  there  dclcrib’d , in  after  times  (ball  o\ve 
For  her  memoriall  to  your  Tearned  pen>. 

More  then  to  all  thofe  fading  monuments 
Built  with  the  riches  of  the  (polled  world. 

When  nift  (hall  eate  her  braffe , whaa  tim^  ftrong  nana 


Shall  bruife  to  diift:  her  marble  Palaces,, 
Triumphatl  Arches,  Pillars,  Obeliskcs, 

When  Temple,  Claudius  Aquasdufts, 
Agrippa*s  Baths,  and  Vompcf  s The.iter, , 

Nay  Rome  it  (elfc  iball  not  befound  at  all, 

Hiilorians  books  fliall  iive;  thole  ftrong  records, 

Thofe  deathlcflTc  monuments  alone  ihall  (he  w 
What,  and  how  Roman  Empire  was. 

FoUio. 

The iifl:  is  Noble;  »ot the prelcnt  world 


i\©RlPPlNAa 

Alone  fliall  owe  to  worth 

( As  for  her  gratious  government  it  does/ 

But  future  ages  fhall  acknowledge  mor« 

To  the  rich  labours  of  her  Royall  pen. 

Agrippina* 

The  wifeft  Princes  never  fought  to  raife 
Their  prefent  ftate  alone,  but  to  preferve 
Themfelves  immortall  ^ an  endlefle  fame. 

For  memory  of  mee,  bendes  thefe  bookes^ 

If  that  our  Ai^res  &le  not  in  their  skill? 

Or  flatter  not,  that  German  Colony, 

Which  I of  late  deduded  o’re  the  Rhine 
To  ubimy  for  evermore  the  name 
Of  Amppinm  Colony  fhall  bearc. 

Viullim. 

That  ad,  though  great,  declares  your  power  alone. 
Your  w^th  and  greatneffe : but  thefe  learned  bookcs 
; Exf  )refle  your  wiledonae,  and  for  thefe  you  owe 
Noshing  at  all  to  Fortune. 

Agrippina. 

I Thus  I meanc 

j To  it^d  all  time  which  from  affiures  of  ftate, 
i Andbufinefle  of  our  Empire  can  be  ^r’cL 
I Seneca. 

Is  fhe  already  turn’d  our  Emperour  ? 

Agrippina. 

Thofe  wretches  have  too  narrow  foules,  who  thinke 
' That  perfons  great  and  eminent  in  ftate 
i Can  fpare  no  time  topurchafe  fime  by  writing, 

I But  what  they  ftealc  from  adion  and  imployment, 

I As  if  no  mind  were  large  enough  for  both. 

1 Who  was  more  full  ofadion,  and  more  fit 
I To  rule,  nay  rule  the  world,  then  f^dim  Ufar  ? 

Yet  he  was  of  my  mind. 

Seneca. 

^/hltrangemalelpirit! 

Can  there  be  found  no  other  parallell 

B But 


®ut  fufm  Ctefar  to  a worn  ans  minde  ? 

Agrippina. 

Yet  jUhm  was  too  blame,  hee  toild  too  much 
To  get  his  honour,  and  too  much  debarr’d 
His  nature  the  hec  ufe  of  Princely  pleafures. 

Sure  Lucius  Sylla  had  an  ample  minde ; 

Tiis  Syllas  Chafafter,  that  gives  him, 

A free  and  great  enjoyer  of  his  pleafures. 

Yet  how  induftrious  nis  actions  Ipeake, 

Hee  found  fit  time  to  rule  the  Komam  world. 

And  write  both  Greeke  and  Latine  Commentaries. 
Seneca, 

The  foules  of  Sylla  and  of  Cafar  both 
I thinke  have  enter ’d  her. 

Jgrlppma. 

Well  worthy  friends. 

You  doc  approve  my  way  of  writing  then. 

Seneca. 

Yes,  gracious  Madam ; and  becaufe  you  nam'd 
Julius  to  us,  I was  thinking  now 
That  as  in  blood,  fo  in  your  ftiles  of  writing 
There  wasfome  neereneffe. 

Agrippina. 

Smecay  I thanke  you ; 

But  I confeffe  your  pofith^  approbation 
Plc^s 'd  mee  as  well  as  that  compariion. 

Seneca. 

Does  not  your  Majeftie  efteemc  liis  booke  ? 

Agrippina. 

Indifferent  well ; a good  loofe  careleffe  way. 

I thinke  dircQly  with  A finius  VoUioy 

Had  liv'd,  hee  would  have  mended  it ; 

The  man  hadfarre  more  in  him  then  that  ihewes. 
Seneca. 

Yet  under  favour, Madam,  feme  have  thought 
Thofe  Commentaryes  hardly  could  be  men&d , 

Afti 


A ftile  fo  ftrong,  naked,  andbeautifull. 

Free  from  affetfed  words,  and  from  all  glofle 
Or  dreffe  of  Oratory,  as  in  ftead 
Of  leading  others  in  a way  to  write. 

It  quite  dilcour^es  the  ableft  men. 

So  thought,  and  that  fam  ^ Clcm^ 

ITie  greateft  matter  ef  Korns  eloquence. 

Jmppim. 

Are  thole  your  authors  then  ? that  Hirtiui 
Was  Cafm  lervant  partiall  in  his  heart. 

Or  elfe  nee  flatter'd  him ; for  Cicero^  ■ 

They  were  fo  6rre  out  of  his  tedious  ftraine, 
Hee  could  not  cenfore  them. 

■Seneca* 

Yet  able  men 

Can  truly  cenlure  of  another  flile 
Then  what  themfelves  have  uf 'd.  ; 

Agrippina^ 

Hee  was  not  able, 

No,  not  in  Oratory;  had  I rul'd 

Rome  and  her  Senate  then,  as  now  I doe, 

Notallth'  Orations  that  ^re  Cicero 

Made  in  the  Senate,  fhould  have  lav'd  one  hairc 

Of  an  ofFendour,  or  condemn'd  a Moufe. 

Vitdlim. 

How  confident  fliCe  is  in  ceniuring ! 

Seneca, 

I am  amaz'd : but  let  her  have  her  way. 

Forgive  my  filence  noble  Cicef'o ; 

Here  thy  defence  is  vaine;  but  what  I Ipare, 
The  tongues  of  all  pofterity  fhall  Ipeake. 

Enter  Pallas,  Tribune. 
Pallas* 

Fhe  T ribiine.  Madam,  is  return  'dand  brings 
LoUia  Vaulinaes  head. 


zrcTKmrpT^A. — — — - 

; i Agripfiniu 

JLcthimcomein. 

Tribms. 

Your  pleafure,  ^tCdtAuguftayis  perform'd. 

Agrippina. 

Let  meperufe  this  face : ha ! "tis  much  chang'd. 

Her  teeth  fliall  make  me  fore,  they  did  not  grow  Dh. 
The  common  way ; I am  confirm'd  •,  ’tis  fhee. 

Reward  him  alias. 

Tribune. 

The  Gods  preferve 
Augujia  Agrippina. 

Agrippina. 

0 pale  death. 

Thou  mock  of  beauty, and  ofgreatncfle  too : 

Was  this  the  fece,  that  once  in  c^e fur's  love 
Was  Agrippinaes  rivall,  and  durft  hope 
Asmuch'gainftmee,asmy  unqueftion'd  power 
Has  wrou^t  on  her  ? Was  this  that  beautie , once 
That  wore  the  riches  of  the  world  about  it  ? 

For  whofeattire,  all  lands,  all  feas  were  fearch'd. 

All  creatures  rob’d  ?This ! This  was  that  FaulinUy 
Whom  Ca]us  c^/^ferv’d,  whom  Romcddofd 
And  the  world  feared. 

Seneca. 

Such  a fight  mee  ’thinks 
Should  make  her  fodly  thinke  ofhumane  frailty. 
Agrippina, 

Take  hence  the  head,  leaft  in  her  death  fheegaine 
A greater  conqueft  o’re  mee,  then  her  life 
Could  ever  doe,  to  make  me  fheda  teare. 

1 would  not  wrong  the  juftice  Ihavedone 
So  much  as  to  lament  it  now : You  know 
My  friends,  fliee  had  a fpirlt  dangerous. 

And  though  my  mature  could  have  pardc^’d  her, 

Reafon  of  ftate  forbade  it,  which  then  told  mee 

Great 


r 


/ 


Agrippina. 


Great  mines  have  been  wrou^t  by  pity 

Seneca. 

Would  fhee  had  fuch  a nature ! but’tis  now 
Too  late  co  give  her  counfelL 

Valias^ 

So  letall 

That  dareconteft  with  Apippim , fall 
Servant. 

Cafar  is  oomc  to  vifife  you. 

Afrippina. 

Now  friends, 

ViteUim^  VoUky  Dallas  fccond  mee. 

AR,  Antis  ti  us. 
Cjefar. 

How  fares  my  Agrippina  ? 

Agrippina. 

Wondrous  well, 

When  I am  bleft  with  Cjefars  company. 

Cefar. 

That  fliall  be  oft,  my  love,  when  Romes 
And  publike  bufinefte  will  give  meleave. 

Agrippim^ 


EnterfervanM 


I would  partake  my  lelfeofthofeaflaircSj 
Rather  then  V 


wantyour  prefence 
Pallas. 

Ibeleeveit. 

Cafar. 

Thou  {halt;  *tisoncly  for  thy  deareft  lake 
I love  my  fortunes,  thy  Iweet  fellowlhip 
Makes  light  the  burthen  of  my  government. 

Agrippina. 

To  eafe  great  Cafars  care,1hali  ever  bee 
The  height  of  my  defir^ : before  you  came 
My  heart  was  fid.  Ifentfordiefemyfricnds 
T*  impart  thercalbn  to  them. 
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L, 


Cafari 


iSad;  for  what? 


jWei 
lAndallt 


Agrippina. 

Cafar, 

AgYippina. 


:ighing  the  troubles  of  a Princely  ftate, 
d all  the  dangers  that  ftill  threaten  it. 

iDangiers  I 

VaU.t^. 

Shee  ftrikes  upon  the  fitteft  firing ; 

No  paflion  reignes  in  b’m  lb  much  as  feare. 

Agrippma. 

Wee  were  devifing  of  the  fitteft  meanes 
; To  give  your  ftate  lecurity  :you  know 
Your  ftrongcft  guard  is  the  Praetorian  campc, 

Cafar. 

Moft  true. 

Agrippina. 

That  campe  commanded  now  by  two. 

May  be  by  Captaines  too  ambitious  ftrife 

Divided  into  ladions,  and  fo  made 

Lefle  ferviceable,  Ihould  your  lafety  need  them. 

Cjefitr  remembers  when  that  bold  attempt 
Of  Silim  was,  how  the  Praetorian  campe 
Was  by  their  generall  ftrife  in  mutiny , 

And  had  not  one  been  chofen  for  that  day 
To  rule  them  all,  Cafar  had  not  been  fafe. 

Volllo. 

W ife  men  in  calmes  provide  for  ftormes  to  come. 

None  knowes  how  dangerous  the  times  may  prove. 
Though  nov/  the  ftate  be  lafe,  and  may  the  Gods 
*Xo  Caesar'' s honor  long  preferve  it  fo. 

Seneca- 

What  new  defignc  is  this,  that  all  of  them  aj/de. 

Second  lb  readily,  and  I was  net 
Acquainted  with  it  ? If ’t  prove  mifchievous, 

. ^ Ithanke 


.1 


t 


}. 
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Ag  R I p P I n a. 

I thanke  the  Emprefle  for  my  ignorance, 
Agrippina. 

'Burrhm  A fr unites  is  a worthy  man. 

Fit  for  the  place,  and  faithfull,  well-belov  - 
By  all  the  Ibuldiers  :.luch  a change,  my  Lord^ 
None  can  except  againft : Let  him  take  all. 

Semea, 

Whater®  her  ends  may  bee,  thispropofition 
For  noble  Burrhm  l^e,  I muft  approve, 

CiSj'Wi'a 

’Tis  true,  my  love,  I m.akaio  queftion 
Of  Burrhm  worth,  and  fitneffe  for  the  place : 

But  what  offence  have  Get  a and  Crifpmm 
Been  e’re  accus’d  of  ? Or  what  juft  fulpitions 
Are  there  of  them  ?: 

Agrippina. 

I will  not  be  unjuft. 

To  accufe  guiltlefle  men,  although  I price 
Thy  {^ty,  C^farj  equall  to  my  "life. 

I know  no  cri  mes  of  note  the)"  hav  c committexk 
Vittllim. 

C^fary  it  is  no  Ioffe  to  them  at  all ; 

They  both  have  plentious  fortunes  to  retire  to. 

PoUio. 

And  in  fo  neere  acaufe,  who  dares  examine 
Great  c^far  V counlclls,  or  enquire  the  reafon  ? 
Agrippina 

Sbsll  Burrhm  have  it  C^far  ? Ipeake  thy  pleaiure. 
Qrof  my  care  qfl^,  I ihall  hejreafter 
Forbeare  to  me^^ 

Cafar. 

No,  fweet  Ag/ippim ; 

Since  thou  wilthave  it  fo ; goe  PallaSy  draw 
The  warrantftraight,  and  feale  it  in  our  name : 
Let  Geta  and  Cri^mmhQ  remoov ’d. 

And  Burrhm  take  poffeflion  prefently. 


Ac  R 1 PP  I N A. 

This  day,  my  love,  die  Brltme  prifoners 
Sent  from  OjloriusScapulay  and  late 
Arriv^’d.at  fhall  be  in  publike  fliew’d. 

There  thou  (halt  fee  that  brave  Barbarian  Prince, 
That  bold  CaraBacusy  whofe  ftubbornc  Ipirit 
So  many  yeares  contemned  the  Kman  power, 
Hee  now  is  taken. 

PoUio. 

Twas  a viftory 

Sent  from  the  Gods  to  honor  teigne. 

Agnppim. 

Had  he  been  bafely  taken,  or  at  firfl: 

; Yeeldedhimfelfe,  as  hee  had  got  no  honour, 
i But  been  forgotten  in  his  fall,  and  nought 
Had  eYe  been  mention’d  of  him  but  his  death : 

I So  had  thy  glory  c^far  been  farre  leffe. 

Vitellius. 

! Not  warre-Iikc  Syphax  the  Numidian  King, 

* Stubborne  fugunhaynorgt&LtPerfeus 
i Ere  brought  to  by  their  captivity 

j More  re^l  honour  then  this 

I C^far> 

i Nor  doe  wee  price  our  name  Britt annicus 
, Fetch’d  from  that  Band,  leffe  then  Scipio 
His  honour’d  name  of  A fricanus  priz’d. 

' Poltw. 

Thy  ft  lie,  O C^faVy  is  the  greater  ferre 
Drawn  e from  the  conqiieft  of  another  world, 
Which  nature  ment  by  cnterpofihgcold 
And  ft ormy  feas,  to  guard  from  Latian  armes. 

Vitellius. 

, Great did  but  only  , fliew 
That  land  to  us,  whofe  conquefi  was  referv’d 
By  heavens  decree  to  honour  Claudius  name. 

Agrippina- 

let’s  fittogether;  oneTribunall 


'■  ^ i ' 


...  ;h,* 

4 . r-.i  V-'  -■  ,,  ■ , j-, 


■ ^ . 

&-v^r  '•■' 
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Agrippina* 

Will  hold  us  both. 

Ciefar. 

it  ftiall  bee  lb,  my  love, 

(jSbu,  as  my  fhalt  pardoii  or  condejhi^) 


Actus  IL 


Pobp^a,  Otho, 

Topp^ea* 

My  love^  deare  Otbo^  feine  would  bid  thee  fby: 

But  clanger  now  forbids  it,  tbnny  Lord 
Returnes  by  this  time  homewards  from  the  Palhce^ 
Otho. 

Wa  m lift  obey  the  times  neceffity 
I (S^cteft  Poppcsa^  chough  I pait  from  thee 
Wkh  fuch  a fad’neffeas  will  loofe  b£^ 
Comparifbi^  and  cannot  bee  expfelT 
But  by  it  fel^foSy  that  Otho  parrs 
, From&rer^^pp^5,iS4noretragicall 
• Then  Ibulefrom  bo^  honour  from  ^iman. 

1 ^ ^-^Poppcea. 

Qcould,  mce  thinkes,  flatter  my  feares^tokcepe 
Thee  ever  heer^ 

Otho. 

(And  I can  fcome  all  feares. 


And  cfengers  too,  if  thou  command  mee^^ 

B 5 Ppppot.u 


Agrippina. 

Popp^a. 

No,  goc,  my  Love,  and  warily  let's  mcetc 
That  wee  may  often  meete  <but)^y  fhowld  ftill 
Our  higheft  bliffe  freedorSe^ 

Otho.  ^ 

^T’is,  rqy  faireone. 

The  envy  of  the  Gods,  who  thinke  the  ftate 
Of  men  would  asquall  theirs,  if  greateft  joycs 
Were  eafyeft  to  obtaine, and  therfore  ftill  , 

In  horrid  dangers  wrap  their  deareft  guifts. 

As  all  the  Poets  ancient  fables  taught. 
Fire-breathing  Buis  did  guard  the  Colchian  fleece^ 
A waking  dr^on  kept  the  golden  fruit. 

But  thou,  Popp^a^m  my  thoughts  a prize 
Ofgreater  value,  and  more  luftre  farre 
Then  that  which  drew  the  bold  Theffalian  forth 
So  farre  from  Greece,  or  made  Alcmenaes  fonne 
Invade  th’  Helperides,  art  kept  from  mee 
By  ftronger  gaards,  the  awfull  Jloman  lawes,^  . 
Thoft  lawes  refift  our  love. 

Poppies. 

Oh  where  was 

Then,  when  my  virgin  bloftbme  was  the  hope 
Ofthoufkid  noble  youths  ? hadft  thou  beene  ftaie 
Popp£as  bed  and  beauties  had  beene  thine. 

And  with  a lawfulluncontrolled  flame 
Had  met  thy  vvifh  in  thofe delights* which  now 
W ee  are  inforc’d  to  fteale. 

Qth(h. 

Muftitbeefo 
For  ever  then? 

PoppM. 

It  muft  while  Rufus  lives. 

Otho, 

Nor  cau  I blame  bleft  Bjfus^i^  hee  ftrKc 
To  keepe  that  wealthp  which  if  it  lay  beyond 


Agrippina, 

The  Indian  G^;j!w,'Scythian 

Or  horned  Ammons  Icorch’d  and  thirfty  finds^ 

Would  draw  the  Roman  Monarch  lo  fbrfike 
His  worl^  Imperiall  feat  there  to  enjov. 

And  think  thole  banilhM  that  remain’d  at  Rome„ 

If  I were  c^far^  and  condemn’d  by  fate 
To  want  love,  I fhould  bee  poore. 

No  other  deare  prerogative  could  that 
High  wreath  beftow, but  only  power  to  make 
Thee  mine  without  a rivall : I might  then 
With  boldnefletake  theeftom  CriJpinHS 
Popp^a, 

But  could  that  adl  bee  lawfull  ? 

^ ^ Otho. 

^Eanft  thou  doubt  at  j) 

\^ere  two  loves  meetecan  marriage  bee  unlawfi^ll^^ 
Qf  which  love  is  the  foule,  the  very  forme . 

That  gives  i t being  no  dead  outward  t y. 

But  natures  ftrong  and  inward  fympathy. . 

Can  rhake  a marriage,  which  the  Gods  alone 
; Have  power  to  breede  in  us,  and  therfbre  they 
t Have  only  power  to  ty  fo  (weete  a knot. 

I am  thy  mate ; nor  did  thy  father,  when : 

Hee  gave  that  fiiowy  hand  unto  another, 

Ought  but  rebel!  againft  the  Gods  deace. 

/Thou  art  to  good  an  advocate,  and  O 
\Too  partiall  for  a j uc^e^__^^  -^ 

Otho, 

/ Beeconftanrtomee 
/ Till  fortune  give  a bolder  privildge. 

I And  warrant  to  our  love,  of  which  1 have 
I Receiv’d  Inch  faite  prefages,  as  I cannot ' 

‘ Delpaire;  meane  while  by  ftealth  I muft:  behold 
Thole  ftarry  eyes, and  think  my  felfe  moft  happy 

A lu  that,  though  no  man  know  my  ^b^^ppinefle.  * 

V Popp^a* 


A G R.  I P P I N A. 

"Poppcea. 

/On  men  count  thofe  delights  a happineffe 
Which  they  conceakT) 

Enter  Tulvhi^ 


t 0th* 

!(^ythofc  that  truly  lov^ 

I Madim^  my  Lord  is  come. 

I Poppaa* 

P Farewell  deare  Otho* 

|i  Othff. 

ij  'Farewell : love  guard  thee  till  wee  meete  again^ 
||  --  Enter  Crispinus,  Get  a; 
i Cr'ifpinm* 

I Come  Lucius  ftudy  to  forget  it  now, 

; And  let’s  bee  truly  merry;  my  Popp  fed 
I Bid*  Lucius  Get  CL  welcome,  my  colleague 
I That  waSj  but  ftill  my  frt^. 

|l  Poppm. 

I y ou  are  moft  welcome, 
y .-^Ceta. 

; Thankes  f^irefl;  La/fyP 

^ Poppeea^ 

[;  But  my  Lor d,  what  meancs 
I That  fpeech  of  yours,  that  Lucius  Cm  once 
Was  your  colle^ue  and  is  not. 

' Cnfbinus. 

IH  tdl  dace, 

i Great  Amppinci  has  commanded  Ccefat 
i To  command  Pallas  to  command  us  two. 

To  quit  our  charge'and  fiiddainly  refigiie 
I The  governement  of  the  Praetorian  campe 
[To  Burrhus  hand;  at  which  hee  ftormes;  but  I 
Am  mierryerferre,  and  lighter  then  before* 

I Wee  may  live  freely  now;  has  tane 

A weighty  burthen  from  my  weary  necke 
I thanke  his  goodneffe. 


txit* 


Cm 


V 

'C 


V- 


Ceta. 


Thanke  his  fottifhneffe, 

Tis  chat  has  plealured  you . ah  frend  it  needcs 
Miift  grieve  all  noble  hearts,  that  can  love  juftice^ 
And  pity  fufFring  innocence,  to  fee 
The  harmeleffe  yeares  of  young  Bntcmnicm 
Expof  d to  all  the  malice  of  his  foes. 

And  ftupid  C(ef(Vf  made  the  inftrument 
To  ruine  his  owne  fonne : whileft  his  great  po  wet 
By  others  is  abuf  d againft  himfelfe 
Andhispoftcrity. 

Cnjpinm. 

I do  belelve  it. 


Geta» 

His  fervants  all,  that  to  himfelfewerc  mie^ 

Or  faithfull  to  his  fonne,  are  murcher’d  now. 
Or  elfe  difolac’d  by  hen  our  truth^s  the  caufe 
That  wee  have  loft  our  places. 

Crijpinu^. 

Tis  no  mattery 

Wee  loofe  no  honour  by  our  truth ; and  fince 
AVhile  wee  had  power,  wee  faithfully  difcharg^d 
Our  truft  to  C(efary  let's  no  longer  uirv^e 
To  guard  him  ’gainft  his  vvill^  but  take  his  gift, 
Hee  gives  us  eafe,  and  freedome,  to  retire. 

And  taft  the  fveetes  of privaty,  and  there 
Enjoy  our  lives  free  from  theglorious  noife. 
And  troubles  of  a Court;  inftead  of  waiting 
On  Cafar  now,  on  thee  I will  beftow 
That  time,  my  faire  Foppadj  and  attend 
On  thy  delights;  thou  wilt  notcaft  mec  off 
As  C<ejar  does. 

^ Fulvia* 

.Sheecainotpromifeyou  

I kuow  her  heart  better  then  you  in  tha^ 


A 6 RIPP  INA. 


Cnjplnui, 

/^Tone  can  delcribe  the  fweetes  of  countrey  life 
j But  thofe  bleft  men  ihat  do  enjoy  y andtaft  them. 
Plaine  husband  men,  though  farre  below  our  pitch 
Of  fortune  plac'd,  enjoy  a wealth  above  us. 

T o whome  the  earth  with  trueand  bountious  juftice 
Free  from  warres  cares  returnes  an  eafy  food. 

1 They  breath  the  frefo  and  uncorrupted  aire, 

' Ana  by  clearebrookes  enjoy  untroubled  fleepes. 

\ Their  ftate  is  fear leiTe,  and  fecure,  enrich'd 
\ WithfeverallbleflingSjfoch  asgreateft  Kings 
\ Might  in  true  jufticeenvy,  andthemfelves 
\ Would  count  too  happy,  if  they  truly  knew  them. 


Get  a. 

. Tistrue,  Cn]pinu4ygr:c2LttR,  Monarchsoft 


Have  in  the  midft  of  all  their  carefull  glories 
Defir 'd  fiich  lives  as  thofe  plaine  people  lead. 


Cnfbmus. 


Eet  us  enjoy  that  happinefle  then  Lucim 
/ The  countrey  f^its  and  recreations 
[ And  friends  as  innocent  as  wee,with  whom* 
Wee  need  not  fearethe  ftrength  ofricheft  wine 
out  our  fecrets : but  well  filf  d 


At  fuppertime  may  hold  afreedifcourfe> 
Gf  Cjefafs  weakenme,  ofthe  wealth  and  pride 
Of  his  freed’men,  how  lordly  Valtas  rules ; 
How  feirce  and  cruell  Agnppm  is. 

What  (laves  rhe  Roman  Senate  are  become^ 
Aud  yetnext  morneawake  with  confidence* 


All  this,  my  Lord,  you  may  difcourfe  at  Rom^ 
If  you  can  wifely  choofe  your  company..  . 


Crijpinfts, 


WelKaid  Popp^ea^  thou  art  a womanright 
Thoulov'ft  the  city  well 


Ag  R.  I P P 1 Nil. 

Geta* 

{txannot  blame  her. 

Such  beauty  feckes  no  comers,  bucnw  well 

♦-In*  Tfnn-tn^ai"! '■#1 1 /^mtxr  /-vt  f-rn/a 


i3ecome  th’  Impen^fll  city  of  the  wo^ 

Cnjpinus.  i 

Come  Lucim  Gtta^  let’s  goe  in  and  laugh  j 

At  our  proud  enemies,  enjoy  theire  malice^ 

And  drowne  air  cares  in  x\<>c^s,ltrnian  wine  i 

As  ancient  as  Opimm  ConluImipJi  i 

Enter  to  them  N i s s u s.  ' 

Getn, 

Here  comes  a man,  Crijpmusy  I belcive 
Is  fory  for  this  change. 

Crijpinm^.  ’! 

Ithinkefol/^rf/^.  • 

NarciJfuSo  i; 

Hailenoble  Romans.  | 

Crijpmus.  jj 

Haile  to  you  Narciffus.  'ij 

How  dare  you  venture  a lalute  on  us,  j 

Or  make  a vihte  to  foch  guilty  men  ? ' - 

Narcijffts.  li 

Guilty  my  Lord,  ih  what  ? [I 

crijpin^ts.  }ii 

:^teing  wrong'd.  / i 

iTfoTe  chat  are  wrong'd  in  Court,  are  made  ojfFendour^  |; 


Narcijfus. 


I muft  confeffe^  Lord,  it  was  a wrong 
' Coll 


To  you  and  your  College  to  bee  di{plac% 
But  you  have  i^rits  great  enough  to  fcome 
That  injury,  and  pity  him  that  did  ir, 

I meane  that  foffer’d  his  proud  foes  to  doe  it 
Rather  againft  himfelfc  then  you;  the  wrong 
Muft  fallen  and  his  hapleffe  houfe. 
Blinded  by  fete,' and  neere  his  fell,hee  throWes 
Aw^y  the  beft  fopporters  of  his  ftate. 


Gcta\ 


'A 


The  thought  of  that  as  I am  true,  NarciffiHy 
AffliSs  mee  more  then  mine  owne  Ibfle  can  doe. 
Crifpinus. 

For  mee,  I thinke  my  felfe  well  free’d  from  trouble 
Wcre’t  not  for  feare  of  poore  Bnt amicus. 

Narcijfus. 

I doo  beleeve  it,n6ble  Lords;  but  you 
Are  now  difchar’gd,  and  may  retire  with  lafety. 
My  part  is  yet  to  play,a  part  of  danger. 

And  I will  aS  it  bravely:  here  I vow 
By  all  the  Gods,  no  feare  fhall  make  mee  flirinke 
Till  I have  once  more  righted  Claudius 
Againft  the  lufts  and  treafons  of  a wife. 

Kor  d o I boaft  of  Mejfalinaes  death. 

It  was  the  times  necellity,  that  made 
Mee  then  to  fhew  my  power:  that  power  perchance 
Is  ya  as  much;  nor  {hall  the  Lordly  PallaSy 
Thoi^  l^elPd  with  ^^ippmaes  luftfiill  favours, 

A nd  backM  by  her  authority,  hec  thinke 
Himfelfe  foie  ruler  in  th*  Imperiall  houf^ 

Finde  that  Narcifpis  is  fo  falPn  in  fpirit 
But  that  I dare  attemptas  much  as  then. 

Great  Cafar's  fefety  is  as  much  in  danger 
As  then  it  was,  his  nuptial!  bed  as  ftain'd, 

And  I will  or  take  the  feme  revenge. 

That  then  was  taken;  all  their  plots  and  treafons 
Will  I reveale  to  Qjefary  and  purfiie  it 
Withliich  adauntleneconftancy,that  if 
The  Gods  fbi*get  not  to  bee  juft,  this  day 
Proud  JgrippinaySnd  her  minion  fall. 

Theyoung  Britamicus  {hall  ftandfecure 
In  his  high  birthright;  Miffalinaes  ghoft 
Shall  then  perchance,  althou^  {hcehate  meenow. 
Forgive  ihe  tod  that  cauf  d her  overthrow, 
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Oetn*  • 

Bravely  refolu’d,  Narcijfuf. 

Cnjpims* 

You  Aall  doe 

An  aft  thatall  good  men  fhall  thank  you  for. 

Will  you  goe  in,  and  tail  my  wine’. 

Nardfft^s. 

Not  now. 

I ame  but  only  to  reveale  my  purpofe 
To  youftvhofe  noble  wiihes  may  befriend  it. 

Ana  when  occafion  ferves,  may  truly  v^itneffe 
My  juft  intents;  this  hower  I am  expeft ed 
By  c^far  in  his  gardens;  there  I’ll  put 
My  life  upon  the  hazard;  every  minute 
May  breede  a change,  and  all  delayes  have  danger. 

Tor  Cafar  upon  thpfe  difcoveryes 
iThat  I already  have  made  to  him,  utter'd 
Some  words  laft  night  at  lupper  in  his  wine. 

Ofwhich  I feare  that  Agrlpplnatooke 

Too  great  a notice;  therfbrelpecdemuft  hdpeus.  " 

Farewell  my  Lords. 

Ambe. 

I Farewell:  the  Gods  affift  thee.  Eximt . 

O T H O. 

Otho. 

I ^0  rich  a bondage  is  Popp:eas  love, 

irrhat  I were  bafe  if  I fhould  wifli  for  freedomej» 

I Nay  more,  ingrate,  fhould  I defire  to  change 
! So  fweete  a care  for  quietnefie  it  felfe; 

! Should  I fiippofe  that  ftate,  which  fome  dull  foules 
I Call  calme  content,  were  halfe  fo  rich,  fo  free 
As  are  thefe  pinings,  this  captivity. 

Were  there  in  love  no  cares,nofehs,no  feares. 

There  were  in  1 ove  no  happinefle  at  all. 

What  blifle,  what  wealth  did e’re  the  world  bcftovv 
On  man,  but  cares  and  feares  attended  it  t 

Yet 


Agrippina. 

Yet  who  fb  bafe,  as,  to  bee  heed  from  thofe. 

Would  throw  away  the  higheft  blifle  on  earth  ? 

/[SGlly  Ihephear^jwhofepoore  narrow  Ibulcs 
4slot  much  exceedethebeafts  they  tend  and  feede. 

That  know,  like  them,  no  farther  regions 
Then  fome  few  feilds,  no  larger  bounds  of  pleafure 
Then  fetisfedion  of  bare  natures  needes. 

Bee  ftill  fecure  fince  they  have  nought  to  loofc. 

And  reft  content  becaule  they  never  knew  ' 

W hat  cityes  were,  and  gorgeous 
Should  Monar chs,  who  are  taught  to  know  th^  extent  [ 
Of  natures  wealth,  and  what  the  world  affords, 

Forgoe  their  glorious  fortunes,  caufe  they  want  j 

That  wretched  thing,  which  only  ignorance,  ! 

Aaid  low  contempt  can  give.  Security  ? i 

-(Should  I forgoe  my  foire  Foppaas  love  ^ I 

Becaule  Ibme  cares,  fome  feares,  and  fighs  attendit : , | 

When  every  Imile  of  hers  can  rccompence  ! 

A thouland  foch  ? were  too  much  pooreneffe  in  mee  j 
Had  I nere  feene  thole  ftarry  eyes  of  hers 
More  hapleffe  ferre  my  ignorance  had  beene. 

I had,  like  wretched  men, that  are  borne  blinde, 

Nere  knowne  there  was  a Sunne  to  guild  the  world. 

But  to  injoy  her  love  without  all  feares. 

Without  all  rivalls,  were  a blifle  beyond 
Mortality  : the  Gods  \^uldenvy^m^p^ 

Shee’s  now  another  mans : that  rn^^e  though t 
Thegreateft  barreto  OMshdippmeffe. 

But  I have  framed  in  my  jealous  thoughts 
A greater  barre  then  that : young  Nero  Cafar^ 

In  whole  acquaintance  I of  late  have  found 
So  neere  a roome,  as  faire  prefiges  tell  us, 

Is  like  to  yveare  th’  Imperiatl  wreath : his  power 
May  take  her  for  mee  from  armes. 

But  then  perchance  I loofe  her  more  then  ever. 

Or  fliould  hce  fee  her  now  to  rivall  mee 

Iwerc 


Agrippina. 

I were  undone : hee’s  amorous,  and  oft 
Sollidtes  meero  let  him  fee  my  Miftres. 

I for  that  frendlhip,  which  I dare  not  loofe. 

Dare  not  deny  his  importunity. 

And  therfbre  to  prevent  what  may  enliie 
(Foryethee  never  heard  Popp^as  name) 

I hve  made  love  to  the  6ire  fteed  womaa 
Young  of  meane  ranke,  but  fuch  a fk:e. 

As  whofoever  had  not  feene  Poppaa 
Would  thinke  this  natures  Mafterpeice. 

On  her  will  I divert  young  Nero's  love. 

And  to  thatpurpofe  I have  got  her  pidure. 

But  here  hee  comes.  Enter  Nm. 

Nero. 

What  Othoy  ftill  retir’d  ? 

/^here  lives  the  face  that  breedes  this  melancholy  ? 

TKrTis  no  other  caufe  can  doe’t : I know 

Thou  art  not  bufy'd  with  affaires  of  ftate.  ' 

I prithee  let  me^e  her ; a friends  counfcll 

May  ea  fe  thy  paffio^ 

Otho. 

Tis  not  fit  a Prince 

Should  ftoope  fo  low  as  to  the  paflions 
Ofprivate  men. 

Noro. 

The  name  of  friend  admits 
Ofnofuchdiftance. 

Otho. 

S',  no  man,  whom  you 

Are  pleaf  d to  call  a friend,  deferves  that  name, 
llnleffe  hec  know  himfelfe  to  bee  your  fervant- 
^ Nero. 

^^eprithee  leave  thy  fooling,  andbee  plaine. 
i^re  there  is  no  familiarity 
Society  is  Icfewhy  art  thou  fearfull 
To  let  mce'fee  her  whofbere  fhee  bee? 
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fitho. 


(S^I  could  give  you  a plaine  common  reafbn, 
^ffhee  bee  foule,  ihee  is  not  worth  your  fight. 
If  faire^  you  are  too  great  a rivall  for  mee. 
Butyer^  know  I am  fo  free  from  thofe 
Unworthy  feares,  that  I dare  truft  my  life 
My  love,  and  all  I tmt  into  your  Ean^ 
Nero. 


Spoke  like  a friend,  and  thou  maift  fafely  doo^l. 
Then  firft  behold  her  pidlure,  and  by  that 
Find  whether  {free  bee  worth  the  f^nt  i 


cor  no* 


Nero- 

Pan  any  mortall  beauty  bee  fo  fweet^ 

I Would  there  were  not. 

Nero. 

Sure  the  painter  flatters. 

Otho. 

Oh  no,  hee  had  not  art  cnou^  to  reach 
The  gloiy  of  It;  were  the  fubitance  here 
How  dull  would  this  now  lovely  table  fliow ! 

See  how  his  greec^  eyes  devoure  the  pifture. 

Hee’s  caught,  hee’s  caught;  Cupid’  I tnanke  thee  uow. 
Neroi 

I never  few  true  beauty  till  this  houre. 

But  wherfore  didft  thou  wiih  there  were  no  fobftance 
So  fweetc  as  this  ? why  would’ft  thou  bee  depriv'd 
Of  liicha  happinefle  ? but  I perceive 
It  is  thy  feare : come,  let  it  not  bee  fo. 

I but  defire  to  fee  whether  the  painter 
Have  err’d  or  no : and  do  not  thinke,  my  Otho^ 

That  I will  wrong  thy  love  fo  much,  or  make 
My  wi  fe  OH  avia,  jealous. 

Otho. 

ilS^ow  ere, 

life,my  love,and  fortunes  all  are  yw^  JExemu 

Clau- 


I 


Nardffhs, 


jour  Majefty  may  yet  prevent  it  all, 

Jid  juftly  throw  upon  the  Traitors  heads 
[Jflt  mine  which  fo  boldly  threatensyou, 
liidyour  too  much  abufed  6mily . 

Jet  Cafar  may  bee  fafe,  ifhee  will  ufe 
^ power  the' Gods  have  put  into  his  hands. 


Ciefar, 


Ifhatcourfe,  N miff t{4^  can  wee  run,  to  make 
people  fenlible  ot  our  eftate, 

What  danger  threatens  us,  and  how  our  Jufticc 
fe  forc’d  to  meetethe  treafons  of  a wife  ? 

NarciJJus- 

(xtnot  too  vainc  a care  o^opular  breath, 
pr  what  the  V ulgar  mav  lurmife,  outwe^h 
thelafety  of  youreper{on‘  and  youre  houfe. 

Hut  I am  molt  affur'd  that  all  the  world 
fecept  youre  lelfe,  have  long  obferv’d  theire  plots. 
And  if  they  feyour  waken’d  Juftke  now 
Arifetocenfiire  Agrippinaes 

not  thirike  the  execution  done 


too  (bone  on  her!  thefe  humble  knees,  Oh  Cafar. 
Which  for  your  lafety  I fo  oft  have  bow’d 
Before  the  Gods,  now  to  your  facred  lelfe 
Ibow, entreating  that  you  would  bee  (afe, 
nor  beleevc  the  Gods  by  miracle 
^iU'worke  for  you,  whileft  you  neglcd  your  lelfe. 


Ctefar. 


Arife  Narciffriiy  ris  tli'  unhappy  fate 

Of  Princes  ever  (as  Augufiii^  c^flir 

Was  wont  to  lay)the  people  ne’re  beleeve 

That  treafons  were  complotted  ’gainft  theircpcrlbns 

Untill  thole  treafons  take  effeft,  and  then 

too  late  perchance  they  pity  and  beleeve. 


ilURl  1'  1 liMAJ  'I 

Narcijfus,  ? 

But  was  the  wife  AUgujlm  cher^e  flow 
Or  timorous  to  cut  offenders  off  ? 

Fear’d  hee  the  peoples  whifpers  ? no. 

Hee  well  knew  to  ufe  the  fword  hee  had. 

Hee  had  not  elfe  liv’d  till  times  gentle  hand 
Diflblv’d  in  peace  his  longfelicity. 

And  made  the  world  by  fuch  continuance 
Of  power,  beleeve  hee  was  a God  on  earth.  \- 

Cafar. 

But  fome  offendours  are  too  great  to  liiffer 
The  common  courfe  of  Juftice : againft  fuch 
W ife  Princes  have  forborne  to  draw  the  Iword, 

And  rather  fought  fome  wayes  of  policy 
How  to  enfhare  them. 

Narcijfui. 

C.efary  thofe  are  wayes 

As  much  unfit  for  Princes  as  unlafo. 

As  many  Monarchs  have  in  dangerous  times 
Beene  ruin’d  quite  by  g®ing  wayes  too  low 
(Though  they  have  feemed  fubt  Je)  as  proud  fubjeSs  ; 
Have  beene  undone  by  playing  Princes  parts.  ( 
And  as  this  high,  and  open  way  befits 
The  power  and  perfon  of  earths  greatefl:  Monarch : 

So  it  befi  ts  the  times  neceffity . 

You  have  already,  C^faty  ihew’d  your  fword,  ;■ 
And  if  you  ftrike  not  now,  you  do  not  right  y 

Your  felfe  at  all,  but  only  arme  your  foes  I 

With  plots  of  mifeheife  to  prevent  their  owne. 

And  naften  on  your  quicke  deftrudion. 

Y ou  have  already  threaten’d,  and  thofe  fpeeches 
By  Agrippinay  and  her  minion  Fallas 
Were  overheard;  who,  like  feene  (hakes  Will  now 
Beftirre  themfelves  in  a more  defperatc  fury. 

I have  already  caft  mine  owne  poore  life 
Into  the  utmoft  hazard : but  alas ! 

TJ 

i 

i 


k: 
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That  is  a thing  not  now  confiderable. 

The  Gods  above  can  tell'  how  willingly 
Pqr  C<efa/s  fafety JL  would  lacrifice 
riiis  life  mee  the  cheifeft  inftrument 

lipoTe  wnafprt  of  this  exploit  you  pleafe 
Narcilfus  hand,  and  if  JjMe 
To  execute,  ril  not  refufetoc^ 

Ccefar, 

Oh  my  Narciff  'Vi ; I have  found  thy  faith 
In  other  fervices : it  is  refolv’d, 

^eir  pride  fhallfeele  my  juftice;  thou  (halt  fee 

foone  I wil  I fecure  my  felf  and  thee.  Exeunt 

^ Agrippina,  Pallas.  - 

Agrippina. 

Weearedifcover’d  Pallas':  all  our  drifts 
Are  founded  by  Narciffm^  and  by  him 
Lay’d  ope  to  c^fur^  who  diffembling  yet 
The  knowledge  of  It,  feekesa  fiiddaine  way 
' To  ruine  both  of  us : nor  had  wee  fear’d 
So  foone  as  felt  his  fury,  had  notwine 
Betray’d  his  thoughts  to  us ; you  know  laft  night 
What  fjieeches  Cjefar  in  his  drunkenneffe 
Let  fall  before  us ; and  twas  lately  told  mee 
That  meeting  young  Brit  annum  hee  wept, 

Confeft  that  nee  had  wrong’d  him,  and  there  vow’d 
Aquickeredrefle  : what  counfell  fhall  wee  take  ? 
Pallas. 

Wee  have  no  time  for  counfell : but  miifl:  aft 
As  foone  as  thinke : wee  goe  not  now  to  worke 
But  to  prevent  a mifclieife,  and  our  cure 
Mufl:  bee  as  ftrong,  and  quickc  of operation 
Asour  difeafe  is  dangerous  and  fuddaine. 

Chat  bird,  that  fe^the  (hare,  and  will  bee  caught 
Deferveshlsd^Wand  fince  that  Cafar  knowes 
His  purpofe  is'dilcover’d  fas 
Ha’s  before  this  inform’d  him  that  vvedheardit ) 


Hec’ll 


Heel  quickly  ail  what  elfe  hee  had  deferrU 
No  way  is  left  us  but  to  meece  the  danger^ 

And  for  prevention  firfl:  attempt  to  doe 
That  which  weefeare  toliiffer. 

Agrippina. 

By  what  meanes 

Shall  wee  procure  his  death?  for  poifon  flow 
Perchance  may  Me  to  lend  a timely  helpe 
lluto  our  lafety ; and  too  q uicke  a venome 
May  make  the  fa£l  fiipeded. 

Paliifs. 

Should  the  fed 

B^e  nere  fo  much  feipeded^  your  eftate 
Would  bee  more  fefe  then  now  it  is;  but  who 
Would  dare  to  utter  it  when  Cjefa/s  dead. 

And  your  owne  Sonne  the  Emperour:  for  (b 
My  confidence aflures  mec  i t will  bee. 

Therfore  bee  lpeedy.  Madam;  for  your  danger 
Where  feme, where  life,  and  Empire  all  arc  threaten’d, 
Gives  you  no  nice  eledion.  So  tee  done 
No  matter  how. 

Agrippina. 

Thou  haft  confirm’d  mec,  Fallas. 

The  way’s  refolv’d  already;  there  were  lately 
The  faireft  mufhromes  fent  from  Lvbia 
That  ere  thefe  eyes  beheld  a meat  which  hec 
Affeds  with  greedinefle;  in  one  of  thofe 
Cafar  {hall  meete  his  death;  if  that  ihould  faile 
His  cheife  Fhyfitian  Xenophon  is  mine. 

But  are  things  ftong,  and  ready  to  confirme 
^he  Empire  upon  Nero. 

FaUas.  ' 

Tisthebeft 

And  happieft  time,  before  Brit  amicus 

Bee  growne  to  riper  yeares,  whileyet  hee  wearcs 

His  childi{h  robe,  and  Jfero  has  bcene  £howne 


'/  ■ ■ 


Or-  ' 


AgR  I PP  I NA, 

0 all  thcpcople  in  triumphall  weedes* 
when  tnc  deed  is  done,  place  v«arily 
ar  guards  about  the  Pallace  gates,  and  keepe 
itmicus  within ; whileft  Nero  back’d 
jy  Seneca^d  Burrhusyby  the  campe 
And  Senate  bee  laluted  Emperonr, 
Ajidallbefecledliire. 

Airlfplna* 

How  fit  a time 

To  work  his  own  deftru6lion  Cafardnok 
To  tempt  with  thrcatning  Agrippinas  fury ! ' 


Actus  III.  Scena.  I. 


Petronius,  Otho, 

M O N T A N U S. 


hNerohn^d? 


Petrmius. 


Otho* 

Extrcmly.Iacfiill 

Seem’d  melancholy  to  loofe  ABc  lb, 

And  hcc  feem’d  loach  to  wrong  mec;  but  at  laft 
When  his  defircs  were  high,  I cunningly 
Withdrew  my  intereft,  and  gave  way  to  his. 
Which  hcc  betaken  for  the  greateft  favour 


4 


That  ever  man  could  doe  hini  and  I hope 
It  has  endear’d  him  ftrongly . 

Montana. 

Thou  wilt  grow  . 

A happy  man. 

. VctYonim. 

Tis  the  beft  way  to  rife. 

The  wench  is  faire,  and  of  behavibuc 
Wantc^i  enough  to  make  the  arrantft  novice 
A perfeS  fcholler  in  the  fchoole  of  Vtnm. 
Smca.  himfelfe  rather  will  give  way 
That  hcc  ^ould  iatisfie  his  luft  on  her 
Then  fceke  th’adulteries  of  noble  women. 

Montmus. 

But  gentlemen,  have  you  not  heardthe  newes? 
There  is  a great  combuftion  in  the  Palace 
As  I have  been  inform’d,theeves  are  fell’n  out* 
The  two  proud  freemen  Valias  and  Narcijfm 
Are  clafliing  ’gainft  each  other. 

VetYonius. 

I am  glad  ont. 

I hope  feme  curious  rogerles  will  come  on’t. 
Thofe  are  the  fellowes  that  have  rul’d  the  ftate 
Thefe  many  yeeres , and  trampled  on  the  1 ivcs 
Of  noble  men  Cjefar’s  credulous  weakenefl'e. 
But  yet  mee  thinks  Narciffus  fhouH  not  dare 
*N ow  to  conteft  with  Valias  he  has  got 
Toogi;eatafl:artofhim,  and  is  too  necre 
Acquainted  with  the  emprefle. 

Montanus. 


So  they  fay. 

Otho. 

Has  a fine  time  on’t  who  would  think  the  rogue 
Sould  bee  ambitious  as  to  court  an  Empreffe  ? 

Vetranim^ 

TTwas  her  amb;tk>ns  to  bee  madethe  wife 


I 

I- 

p 


I 
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~ I\G  K I P P I N A. 


Of  cUudmy  that  firft  made  her  wofti  cute 
Her  felfc  fb  low,  and  court  this  fcl  lows  lovc^ 

Whom  flie  perceiv’d  to  have  a r uhng  power 
Over  his  doating  mafter,<^mbition 
Shee  (acrific’d  her  honour  tis  well  kne^^^ 

And  hee  by  dooing  ofthe  Emprefie,  takes  * 

The  lureft  way  of  keeping  C^efars  love 
Petronius, 

Yes,  there’s  no  doubt  of  that.  You  know  thcproverbCi* 
Enter  to  them  Anicetus. 

Anmtus, 

Well  met  my  Lords;  I come  to  finde  you  oun. 

Otho. 

What’s  .the  ne  wes  Anitetu^} 

Anicetm, 

Great  my  Lord. 

Canary  is  wondrous  fick;  "tis  thought  to  death. 

The  Pallas  is  by  fouldiers  guards  rouhd. 

A great  and  frequent  Senate  is  affembling. 

The  Confuls  and  the  Pr lefts  are  making  vowes 
For  C^fa'ds&f&Y. 

Montanus. 

C/audius  is  old 


Petron'm^ 

There  have  been  other  wayes  to  end  a Prince 
Belides  old  age.  But  what  is  that  to  us  ? 
Come  let ’saway  and  fhewourfbrwardnefle 
To  joy  or  mourning  as  occafion  ferves. 

I am  prepar’d  for  t»th. 

Montanus- 

And  fo  ami. 


Otho. 

Both  muft  be  done,  if  C^far  dye,  our  grei  fe 
Muft  laft  but  till  thelucc^or  bee  known; 

And  then  wee  muft  rcjoycc. 

C 2 Vetron. 


Vctronm. 

Tistrue. 

OthQ. 

But  I 

Shall  have  true  caufe  of  joy  if  reigrie , Exmtnt 

^RITANNICUS,  OcTAVIA, 
Xenophon. 

Britannkm 

Shall  I not  fee  my  father  ere  hee  dy  ? 

Oflavia. 

Good  XinophoHe 


Xenopho}?. 

Good  Madam  pardon  mce, 
iTothing  is  now  fo  ^cat  an  enerny 
■loTiisdlfeafeas  noifeandcomp^^ 

t;’s  lately  fall’n  into  a gentle  llur^er.  ^ 
*p  fleeps  his  feaver  will  not  let  him  take?) 
certify  your  highnefle  when  hee  wakes  , j 
1 wait  upon  you. 

OBnvia. 

Thankesgood  Xmphon. 

Agri  PP  I N A. 


Exttmu 


_ Agfippina.. 

I long  to  liearerWHat  fevour  Xcro  findes 
In  th^retoriancampe,  how  death 

Is  by  the  fbuldiers  and  the  SenaXt  taken. 

Bnter  Pallas. 

Welcome  my  deareft  'Pallas  What’sthc  ncwes? 
Valias 

Madam,  as  good  ^Jtrue  himfelfe  could  fend, 
No  fboner  in  the  campc  was  C cedar's  death 
Divulgd,  but  Bunhm  enters  to  his  chaise. 

And  Xm  with  him, who  by  all  the  cohorts 
Wasprefently  fainted  Empcrour. 

Only  feme  few  were  fileni,  and  a while 
Stood  ftill  expeding  young  Bfitavmm ; 


i 


I. 


Agrippina. 

But  when  they  (aw  their  expediation 
W all  in  vaine,and  none  but  Nero  came. 

Fearing  at  laft  to  loofe  the  Donative 
Which  promif’dthem  in  N^mname, 

They  joyn’d  themfelves  unto  the  greater  part, 

A^ippinj^ 

Britannkusmthintht  Paliace  here 
Is  fefe  enough  for  camming  forth  to  day. 

The  Smote  nsLWC  (carfe  heard  of  Cjefafs  death 
For  wee  conceal'd  it  till  all  thin^  were  ready. 

’Dallas. 

Now  in  a Princely  chariot  mounted  high 
Guarded  by  BUrrhus  and  the  Ibuldiers 
Nero  fees  forward  to  tht  Senate  houfe. 

But  having  paft  thecampe,  you  need  not  fearc 
The  StnatCy  Madam* 

Agrippina. 

T alias  thou  wert  ever 
A meflenger  of  lucky  newes  to  mee. 

A fefe  contriver  of  the  higheft  plots, 

A happy  inftrument  thou  haft.defcrvH 
What  er^hou  haft  enjoy'd^  though  thou  have  taftfed 
That  which  a Cofar  fu’d  to  and  bought 

The  world  in  recompence. 

Fallas.  If  ever  Fallas 

Had^y  fire  that  could  advance  his  thoughts 

To  high  and  great  exploits,  hee  kindled  it 

At  your  caeleft iall  be^ty,  as  from  heaven  ‘ ' ? 

Fromethem  ftolethat  aftivc  fire,by  which 

Hcedurft  himfelfadventurseto  create 

The  nobleft  creature  man.  WhataS  on  earth. 

What  undertaking  ihould  hetrembleat. 

Whom  Agrippinas  favours  animate  ? 

And  what  had  I been  but  a pccce  of  ^th 
"Cold,  dull,  and  ulelg[J^ad  I not  been  quickn’d 
By  your  SBtheriall  toi^  Amppina. 

Thehappinefle,  C 3 Of 


Agrippina. 

Of  this  high  day  has  made  thee  eloquent) 
PalLts 


rrhe  fove  of royall  ^grippi^a  can 


Inlpire  the  dulleft  Soule  with  life  and  language. 
When  the  idalkn  c^eene  waspleas^d  to  grace 
A fhepheards  boy  more  then  nis  humble  thoughts 
Coula  hope  or  wifli,  the  ravifh’d  tongue  forgot 
Tisat  rurall  language  which  before  it  us'd- 
Agrippina. 

Ah  Pallas  what  a glorious  change  is  here ! 

How  is  the  lowneffe  of  our  late  delpaire*^ 

T urn’d  to  the  height  of  joy  and  happinefl^y 


Pallas 

wellpurlii’d  will  cure 


Agrippina. 


Goe  thou  and  heare  more  newes , 

Whilefl:  I dilpofe  ofthings  about  the  Palace  Exeunt 

A Senate^  Pollio  Consul,  Vitellius, 
S£NECA;>  Otho,  Petronius, 
Montanus. 

Pollio. 

May  all  the  Gods  accept  our  fecrifice. 

And  bee  propitious  to  the  vowes,  that  wee 
Have  vow’d  for  Cjefafs  fifety . 


Vitillm. 


Let  the  great 

Divine  and  (acred  'tlero  Claudius 
The  care  ofheaven,  foie  ruler  of  theearth. 
And  Korns  high  Father  not  forfeke  his  world 
So  (bone  t’  encreale  the  number  of  the  Gods, 


R RHUS. 
Burrhus. 


Haile  to  the  Cimful,  and  this  facred  Senate. 

Great  Claudius  C^Jar's  dead,  m whofe  high  throne 
With  one  conl^t  the  fouldiers  have  agreed. 


\ 


& 
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Agrippina. 

T o fet  young  'Nero  his  adopted  fonnc; 

. And  do  by  mee  entreat  your  liiffr^^es 
Fathers  confcript ; to  ratifie  their  choice. 

Seneca. 

Let  not  young  Ner^iVyeer^difparagehirn, 

Nor  trouble  you,  fince  happy  pvefiefents 

^ay  well  be  (howne, grave  Fathers.  Great  Augujlus  > 

Of  glorious  memory  ,"no  more  in  debt 
To  yeeresthen  hee  began  to  rulethe  ftate, 

W ith  what  fiicceffe  notone  in  all  this  noble 
And  great  affembly  can  bee  ignorant. 

But  weigh  wuh  mee  the  difference  of  the  tim^,  - 
The  ftate  is  feded,  and  has  floiuifhM  long 
In  peacefull  government ; no  civill  rents. 

No  ffdions  now,  nor  armies  area  foot 
To  ftaine  with  Latian  blood  Fhilippi  plaines. 

To  dye  the  A^iak  and  Sicilian  Seas, 

And  through  all  regions  beare  th’  unnaairall  wounds 
Ofbleed  Noftich  affrighting  names 

As  Marcus  Brutus^  CaJJiicSy  Lepidwi* 

Great  Pompey's  forme,  or  feirce  Antonins 
Arm^d  with  the  power  of  halfe  the  Roman  world 
Stand  to  oppofe  him.  Oh  yee  Gods  how  great  1 
How.  many  dangers  had  beletthe  ftate 
When  yoimg  AuguflUs  mannag’dit ! yet  hee 
Withftood  and  vanquilh’d  all  tno#difficulCies»  - 
And  why  fhould  our  ekded  Prince 
Ag’d  like  Auguflm^  not  bee  able  now 
To  fway  a peac^ll  (cepter  ? for  the  ri^t 
T o this  high,  wreath  although  Britannicus 
Were  borne  the  natural!  fonne  of  Claudius^ 

A Prince  of  hope  enough,  and  may  by  fome 
i Bee  ih(^ht  much  wrong’d  in  this  ekftion, 

Yet  weigh  it  rightly,  and  no  wrong  is  done. 

For  Nero  wasadopted.  But  befiefes 
Theclaime  of  his  adoption,  hee  is  borne 

C4  Atruer 


GRIPPINA. 

A truer  heire  to  our  Imperiall  houfe 

Sprung  up  from  the  loiftes  of great  Au^ufim  C^fir. 

IRfitcmmcm  from  Liviaes  formes  alone. 


ViuUlm* 

Nor  are  the  yeeres  of  youngBr/r4;?>j:ir/^ 

So  ripe  as  his  to  govern. 

Has  Wifely  fhewed  his  undoubted  right  ^ 

And  I with  joy  approve  the  fouldiers  choifc. 

QEldvia. 

The  Godsprd^ve  our  Emperour. 

Otho. 

Now  is  the  height  rf all  my  wifhes  reach’d. 

Emer  Nero  with  T R i B u N 
Triune. 

Hoomefor  c^far. 

Hee  goes  on,  and  takes  his  ftate. 

Pollio. 

IthxkNdroCafar. 

Smc^. 

Haile  great  Emperour* 

VitcUms^ 

Ever  Auguftus, 

OtJic, 

Moft  invincible 

Fetronim 

Moft  facred  Triton 

Mm  Amt, 

Holyeft  hi^eft  Prieft. 

Father  of 

Nerd 

That  honorable  title 

Is  yet  too  we^hty  for  my  timder  yeeres. 

Then  let  mee  weare  4t,  fetlicrs,  when  my  paines 
My  toile  and  travell  for  the  publike  weak 


A g R I F I"  I N A . 

By  aydeaiid  fovoiu*  ofthe  Gods  have  made 
Mee  worthy  ot  it.  Bur  your  free  confent 
Fathers  con  fcript,  your  poweifull  fiiffr^es 
Powcrfiill  and  honored  as  the  voice  ofheavcn 
In  confirmation  of  the  fbuldiers  choife 
, Fils  mee  with  joy  immoitall,and  (hall  binde 
My  bcft  indeavoursto  requite  that  love. 

My  heart  is-cleare,  my  education 
Was  not  in  fedious , in  tumultuous  times,  - 
Or  civil  broiles,  my  former  life  has  been 
As  free  from  doing  as  receiving  wrong ; 

Andtherefore  bring  I to  th"  Imperiall  Throne 
No  feares,  no  grudges,  hatred  or  reveneg. 

This  fk:redS’£?^^fd,  which  the  world  adores,  ^ 

Shdl  frill  retaine  her  old  prerogative 
While  lives.  My  privat  houfe  affeyres 
Shall  from  the  free  Republickc  bee  divided, 

And  never  turne  the  courfe  cf  common  Juftice. 

No  publike  Office  ffiall  bee  bought  for  gold. 

The  ficred  Confiilary  power  fhaU  judge 
As  heretofore,  tb’  affiiires  of  Italy 
And  forre^e  provinces.  My  care  alone 
Sail  bee  to  rufeand  lead  the  Souldiers. 

And  fuch  to  all  the  people  will  I bee 

As  I would  wiih  th’  immortall  Gods  to  mee. 

Vitellm. 

Oh  l^ech  naoft  worthy  J^uplur  himfelfel 
Worthy  for  ever  to  be  itglfted 
In  brazen  Pillars  for  the  worldto  read. 

Follio. 

Letpublike  thanks  by  Senate  bee  decreed 
To  C^fafs  grace  and  goodiieffe. 

Nero. 

1:^0  A jj'fiiwSy 

Let  medefervethem  firfr,firft  give  me  leave 
What  I have  promis'd  to  performe  in  deedes , 


Ag  K rrp  r n a. 


That  then  if  ihankes  or  praifes  bee  beftow’d 
They  my  bee  j udg’d  as  due,  and  better  Crownc 
Your  owne  true  j uftice,  and  the  Princes  merits. 
Foliio- 

Gh  happy  Rome  in  such  an  Emperour ! 

Long  may  hee  reigne  on  earth,  and  late,  oh  late 
Becomea  glorious  ftarre  in  Heaven 
Tribune^. 

What  word. 

Will  Ccefar  givcthe  Watching  fouldicrs? 

Niro. 

The  excell^t  mother,  Trlbimey  is  their  word. 
Your  company  ,noble  Confuly  w ee’ll  entreate 
Home  tothe  Mlace. 


Tollio.. 

rilattend  on  Cjsptr, . 


Exmnti 


ManmtOTYio^  Petronius,  Montanus. 
MontmvA. 

The  Princchas  promis’d  faire. 

Fetrmtiii 


Elfe  SmccA.y 

That  made  the  l^ch  for  him  had  been  too  blames 
OtJw, 

Well,let  himfpeakeas  SmcainFim^ 

In  publicke  ftill  fey  I,  I know  his  heart 
And  fecret  thoughts  better  then  Simea. 

Shalt  ever  doe ; "and  there  are  Joviall  dayes  * 

A comming,  gallants*,  fey  I prophecy, 

Montanm. 

Willicbeelawfullto'eat  Lybian m.ufhroms,. 

And  Britifh  oyfters  without  being  cited 
Before  the  cenlbr? 

. Otho. 

^cs  Curtm^  and  to  whore  ' ^ 

\For  vacuation  alter  themj  thofogifts  \ 

V ^ Will 


/ •■ 
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A G R I P P l^  A. 


WHl  bee  Court  vermes.  Come , the  Prindeis  hopcfidl^ 
Fetronius, 

Would  I might  have  the  bringing  ofhim  up. 

Otho* 

If  I aw  helpe  it,  thou  fhalt  have  a fhare 
In  his  tuition.  Welcome  Anicetm 

Is  itto  meeyou  come  ? . 

Anicnm. 


To  you,  my  Lord. 

Cie^nr  defires  your  company  at  thepallace. 

defire,  is  a command^  which  I 
^Wihjcyob^.  retumemy  humWgJuty 
Good  AnicetHSyVllMcndhim 


^xk  Aukctm, 


Otho.  . 

Now  my  mad  {havers,  do  you  know  me  yet  ? 

FetYiSnm. 

Yes,  very  well;  the  queftion  is  ifthou 
Wilt  know  us  now. 


Otho-  . , I 

Tutman,2\7'^r(/{hairknowyou,  . i 

I’ll  bring  you  both  into  his  ncare  acquaintance*  \ 

Now  fairePcyp^^V  mine  and  mine  alone.  ' 

Cafar  muft  grant  my  firft  petition,  i 

Or  elle  deny  the  love  hee  fwore  to,  mee  1 

If ere  hee  wore  the  worlds  Imperiall  Wreath. 

Hi  s power  muft  fetch  Popp  from  her  husband. !.  ^ 

Nor  is  thedeed  foenvious.  Other  Princes  [ 

Havedonc  the  like,  and  yetnot  tax’din  ftory.  | 

Petrm'm- 

Befides,  hee  knowes  CriJ^inus  never  lov’d  him, , • ^ 

And  was  an  enemy  to  his  adoption.  f 

’Gainft  him  perchance  hee  will  the  fooner  grant  it. , jj 

Zxtunt  -fc 


Amppht : ; 


Agrippina. 


i ' ':/ignp^  This  is  the  day  that  fes  a glorious  Grown 
On  all  my  great  defignes  this  day  declares 
' My  power,  and  mafe  the  trembling  world  to  know 
^ That  only  can  beftow 

f The  Rman  Empire,and  command  the  wheel 
jl  Of  liifff ing  Fortune,  holding  in  her  hand 
( The  fete  oinatbn.  Is  there  not  a name 
Above  Augufta  to  enforme  the  world 
' How  great  lam?  (^ac  Roman  Deity 
Shall  I affume  ? the^^ty  Goddeffes 
Would  allrefime ; but  that  they  blufliingthinfc 
I Their  ftiles  and  altars  are  too  meane  for  mce. 

; Zacinion  Jmo  fliall  bee  proud  to  (hare 
I Her  gloryes  all  with  mee,and  think  her  power 
j Graco  with  my  fellowlhip  would  brighter  ftoc ; 
Or  leave  her  name,  and  bee  ador’d  by  mm^ 

PoLLXo,  STneca> 
Burrhus. 

My  Nero  is  return’d,  haile  Nero  Ciefar. 

Nero, 

Haile  great  and  deare  AUgu^o^  beft  of  Mothers. 

To  whole  Ible  care  and  goodneffe  Ctefar  owes 
All  thole  rich  honours  that  he  wear©  to  day^ 

And  will  ackowledge  ever 

Agrippina, 

' Brighter  Hill 

For  many  yeereslet  this  bleft  day  retume , 

That  does  oellow  for  my  deare  Lord  and  husband 
The  ne’re-enough  lamented  Claudius 
Sotrueafolaceon  mygreiv’dSoule. 

This  is  that  Cjefar  now,  on  whom  my  hopes 
And  comforts  all  r«ly. 

; Nero, 


"XJlls  is  that  Cjefur, 

.Who  in  obedience  and  true  fil  ia!I  love 


With 


Acrippika. 

With  vertuonsajitiularion  to  cxcell 
Her  moft  admir’d  and  exemplary  goodn^^ 

Pa//w. 

How  wdl  this  pfety  becomes  them  bodi. 

VMas.  Enur^^oi 

Longlivegrc^ac  Cjefar. 

Nm. 

Thaiikes  good  Palfai. 

Wee  are  indebted  to  tlw  faithfiill  fcrvioc ; 

And  therefore  till  wee  hnde  fomc  greater  meanes^ 

To  make  reqiritalJ,  ftill  rminethatoffice 
Which  in  our&thcr  Claudimtitnethoa  facld'ft. 

Bee  ftill  our  fteward  ofth’  Emperiall  houfe. 

Agrippina. 

Heehasdeferv’dit. 

For  the  funerals 

Of  our  dead  6thcr^,  in  what  ftatcand  order 
They  foall  bee  cel^rated^wce  refb: 

To  you  deare  Mother* 

J^ippina. 

Let  the  order-of  them 

Bee  like  AmufiUs  Cajar^s.  Let  him  have 

A Cenfors  fiineralls  with  divine  honours. 

And  putamongthenumberoftheGodSo 

Nor  fliall  our  grandmother  great  Livia 

With  her  T 'lhenm  to  JU^ifftus  ftiow 

Xlore  piety,  or  more  munificence 

Then  wee  to  our  divineft  Claudm.  Exiunt 

Actus  I ML 

Narcissus,  Get  a. 

Narciffus, 

If  wee  bee  bound  to  think  theGotfe  cenfidat 


This 
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Hiis  humane  world,  why  are  wee  not  as  well 
Bound  to  beleeve  the  greateft  membersofit 
On  whom  the  fates  ofSl  the  reft  depend. 

Should  be  their  greateft  care  ? why  Ihould  the  Gods 
Extend  their  narrow  providence,  and  ftiow 
Their  power  in  woods  and  rurall  villages , 

Yetthinke  th"  Imperiall  family  of  Rome 
Not  worth  their  care  at  all?  for  if  they  had. 

Where  flept  their  juft  ice,  when  great 
Was  murdred  by  his  fervants  and  his  wife^ 

And  they  ador’d,  and  honour’d  by  the  ftate 
For  aftingthat  accurfed  deed ! what  right 
Can  all  the  fubjedl  world  receive  from  thence! 

What  good  can  dwell  upbn  theearth  withfafety? 

Proud  Valias^  thou  haft  got  the  viQory 
O’repoorc  Namfui:>^d  mayeft  fafely  triumph 
Withthy  falfe  Eirpreffe^  for  no  law  can  reach  < 

The  height  you  fbare  at  now  but  yet  take  heed  ^ 

That  very  crime,  the  feme  Impiety 
That  aided  you  in  y@ur  foule  enterprife : 

To  vanquifh  meeand  jufticejon  my  fide,  s 
May  one  day  pull  you  dowhe.) 

Ahs  NarciffI^6\ 

Too  truly  thou,  and  I forefew 

This  fetil  ftorme  ’gainft  ClaUdm  wofull  houfk  . 

, Britamicm  is  now  the  objefl  growne 
Ofallmenspitty, 

T^arctjfm 

In  the  wrong  hee  did 

iinto  his  hopefiill  fonne  hce  needs  muft  fee 
His  own  deftruSion  woven.  But  if  Claudim^ 

When  I detedted  all  their  plots  to  him. 

Had  beene  di  nature  quick  and  refolute 
Hee  had  prevented  all,  and  fcap’d  his  murder. . 

Tis  certamehee  was  poifoa’d. 

Ottx 


Agrippina. 


Oiita. 

itfelfe 

I feare  will  rue  that  (ad  adoption, 

And  in  the  wrongs  of  young  Britannkus 
Will  beare  too  deepc  a fhare.  while  the  firce  rule 
Of  Agrippina,  laftSi 

Narcijfus, 

What  better  hope 
Does  Nero  promife  us  ? 

Thofethatare  neere,  XiphHln 

And  inward  with  his  nature,  doe 
In  him  all  fcedcs  of  vice  and  tyranny, 

Though  finoother'd  for  a time,  at  leaft,  not  hurcfiill 
While  he  refrainesfrom  medlingwith  theftate 
That  his  night  rambling  revels,  drinking  feafts , 

And  cruell  Iports  that  he"s  delighted  in, 
devices  ofnis  nature, not  his y^Tl5> 

Geta\ 


T^tme^NarciJfus^  I of  late  have  heard 
Many  bneginne  to  feare  the  prophecy 
of  Aembarbus  hfs  detefted  lire 
That  nothing  good  could  be  b^ot  twixt  him 
And  Too  too  true  al^! 

Such  prophecies  of  fome  of  our  late  Princes^ 
Have  proved  to  Borne,  as  that  Auguflus  made 
Of  the  fiow-jaw’d  Tiberius,  and  Tiberius 
Ofhisfucceflbiif*  Caiuj,  whom  hee  nam’d- 
A Phaeton  to  the  unhappy  world. 

Narciffiis, 

All  that  I hope  for  is  a wretched  life, 

If  that  bee  nottoo  much  for  mee  to  hope. 
Into  Campania  will  ! go,  but  theie 
It  death  purfue  mee,  C^fars  annesare  long, 

And  I am  arm’d  for  any  accident.  

/Cefhone,  but  with  a fpiritprepar’d  to  dy^ 
[Daie  to  adventure  on  prof^icy^ 


Xiphilm. 


Gctn* 
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Geta, 


may  itu  Jl^a^iiu 


Rufus  and  I arc  both  relblv’d  to  leave 

fno-  WPr»  ^rP  nnT  Gifp  wifh in  it- 


£ntertothemCKisvi'S\^s, 

Cnfpinm. 


Ah  Lucius  Geta^  I am  now  enforc'd 
To  that  retirement,  which  wee  lately  talk'd  of. 

Becaiife  my  danger  mov'd  mee  not  before, 

Frefh  caufe  is  giv'n  mee.  Now  I would  not  breath 
The  aire  of  Rome  for  all  the  wealth  within  it. 

Gaa. 

" What  caufe  is  that  Crijpinus  ? ^)eake 
Crifpinu^. 

Poppaay 

That  was  my  wife  is  carried  from  my  houfe. 

And  divoc’d  from  mee  by  command  from  C^/dr^ 
Narciffm 

The  Prince  begins  his  reigne  moft  hopefully* 

Crijpims. 

Do  you  not  wonder  how  I beare  it  thus  ? 

Geta, 

I muft  confefle  the  Ioffe  is  wondrous  great. 

CrifpinUs* 

True,  had  fhee  been  my  chaft  and  futhfutl  wif(^ 

The  Ioffe  had  been  beyond  all  ^eftimation. 

Nor  could  a manly  fpirit  have  bornethewre^ 

But  fhee  was  none  of  mine,  her  heart,  my  Lucius. 

As  I have  fince  difcover'd,  long  ago 

Was  given  to  wanton  Othoy  and  with  him 

Tis  thought  fhe  ftole  her  clofe  adulterous  houres; 

For  on  that  Otho , Nerohss  beftow’d  her.  XiphUin  ex 
Wanting  her  heart,that  gawdy  peice  of  Earth 
That  men  call  beauty,  I fhould  foone  have  feorn’d. 
Though  Cxfafs  warrant  had  not  corner  all. 


p:  Agrippina. 

Shall  wee  be  gone,  my  freind  ? 

Geta, 

VVithallmyheait. 

It  was  my  ffcare  Popp^a  would  have  caus’d 
Your  ftay  too  long. 

put  her  from  my  thougHts> 

NarcifTt^. 

farewell  my  Lords,  all  happineffe  attend ' . 

QTpur  Country  life,  though  I can  hope  for  none 
Crijpims 

Farewell  Narcijf  'is  may  the  Gods  proted  thee.  Exeunt » 
Othoy  Poppaa.  Otboy 

Thus  greateft  Monarchs  oft  nave  given  away 
What  they  themfelves  nc’re  faw^nor  e’re  knew  how 
To  value  tr uely.  Nero  has  beftow'd 
Aguife  unknown  on  mee,  which  I,  that  tafte 
How  fweet  it  is,  would  not  againe  forgo 
For  all  his  Empires  w^th. 

Poppjea. 

Nor  would  1 dwnge 

My  Otho*s  love  for  great  Auguflus  ftatc. 

/Thereto  enjoy  where  both  extreamly  love 
I Is  filch  a happines  [ as  I have  heard 
Some  do  obferve ) it  feldomc  does  bef^l 
A marryed  paire,  or  if  it  doe,  that  bliffe 
Endures  not  long,  fo  envious  are  the  fetes. 

^Buyhat’s  a dreame,  my  love,  I doe  not  feare. 

Poppjea. 

I Thou  need’ll  not  feare  Popp^as  conftancy 
I Though  c^far  were  thy  rivall, 

I Otho. 

Sweet  I do  not ; 

I Idare  notwrong  thy  truth,  or  take  Ibmudi 
j From  mine  own  happihcfle,  asto  fiilpefl 
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Thyconftantmipdeatall:  but  power 
Is  of  extent  as  large  as  mans  defire. 

’T was  that,  that  made  thee  mine ; and  nought  but  that 
That  gave, can  take  my  happinefle  away. 

^Tiou  halt  a face , Popp.eay  that  would  cleare 
Ktavifher  from  guilt, that  would  excufe 
Thetrealbn  ofafreind,  and  make  my  wror^ 

No  ftaineto  Cjefafs  honourjthough  the  Gods, 

Or  Cato  were  his  judges. 

Poppaa. 

would  not ; 

Hee  loves  thee  wel  befides  a noble  minde 
W oLild  fcorne  totafte  the  fruites  of  forced  love, 

- . Otho, 

/a  long  befeidging  is  as  forcible 
( As  an  afiault,  andwins  the  fort  as  lure 
\Though  not  fb  Ib^e. 

V — - ^ Poppaa, 

Nay  fpare  your  aigui^en  ts. 

I can  iooke  through  them;  thou  art  feirfuH,  Otbh 
That  I fhould  lor^  to  fee  the  Co  urt  : alas 
I haveno  fuchambition  to  beeknown 
T o Agrippina  or  Odavia. 

Otho. 

Miftake  mee  not , (weete  love,  I am  fo  firrc 
From  jcaloufy  of  thee,  that  ’twas  my  pu^fe 
T o make  it  my  requeft  that  thou  wouldlt  go 
And  fee  great  c^fars  Court:  nor  do  I thinkc 
O^avia  would  jealous,  or  that  danger 
That  once  befell  the  faire  Caiphurnia^ 

Whom  Agrippina  banifh’d  Italy 

Becaufe  that  Claudius  Cafar  prais  d her  beauty , 

Should  fy  1 on  thee. 

Poppoea. 

It  (hall  not  fell  on  mee, 

I will  noe  fee  the  Court:  fy  OtPo  fy 

How 


/ 


r 
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How  wretchedly  in  ftriving  to  conceale 
^Thy  jeloufy,  thou  doft  betray  it  to  mce ! 

Why  doft  thou  tell  mce  fo  of  c^efar's  power, 
OLlaviaawmhy  Cdyhumcus  baniflitncnt 
Through  Agrippinaes  envy  ?(tj^y  love 
Better  then  all  thele  (iibtletricKswilI  keep^e 
My  thoughts  at  hdn^ 

Otho. 

It  (hall  appearetothec 
I do  not  feare  at  all;  or  if  I did, 

Tis  not  the  failing  of  thy  conftancy. 

^oy  what  freedome  thou  defir’ft , Popp^a* 
for  a little  while  excufe  my  abfencc, 
Imuft  for  l^e  thee, though  iinwilhnglj?. 

CafoTy  I feare,  expeded  my  return 
Long  before  this  love  has  beguil’d  the  time. 
And  made  my  ftay  (eemefhorterthenitis. 
But  I lhall  think  till  I recurneagaine 
The  houres  are  long^till  then  farewell  Poppjea* 
Poppjea. 

I finde  his  fcares  aircadie,  tiw  eftatc 
W as  better  farre  before  Rufus  CnfpinM 
Was  grave,  and  knew  not  wantonneffe  enou^ 
To  miakehim  jealous  asthis  OthoAoos 
Thattoo  unlawful!  love,which  then  I fhew’d 
To  Otha^is  the  mother  ofthefe  feares» 

Isold  Stltucus  the  Magician  come; 

Fulviai 
Madam  kec  waites  without, 

Poppaea. 

Go  call  him  hither. 

Seleucus  is  the  mafter  of  his  Art* 

All  his  praedidions  hitherto  have  prov'd 
Moft  trueand  certaine.  why  ftiould  I defice 
To  know  my  future  fete ; and  haften  woe 
(Should  it  prove  ill)  before  the  time  of  woe  } 


ExiU 


Enter  Pulvldt 


But 
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But  tis  a longing  that  I oinnot  check  Enttr  Selmns^ 
Welcom  Stleucus,  have  you  found  it  oat  ? 

Sikucus, 

Madam,  your  fcheme  is  dra  wn,  and  there  I finde 
Theftars  alot  another  husband  to  you 
Toppcea* 

Another  after  Otho  ? 


Yes^athird. 

What  fhall  hee  bee  ? 


SHeuciis., 

Poppica. 


S^lCHCUS 

Thegrcateft  Prince  on  earth . 

Poppaa 

Ha,  C^far  ? 

Seleucus. 

Yes ; it  muft  be  C^far^  Madam. 

And  tis  as  true  as  if  the  otaclcs 
Offove  and  Phoebus  had  foretold  it  both. 

Popp^^t 

This  c^far  tliat  now  lives  i 

Seleucus* 

I can  no  further 

Inftruft  you  Madam ; what  you  hearc  is  true. 


I 


Poppjga. 

Drinke  this  Seleucus  for  my  1^.  Farewell. 

Exit  Stleucds 


To  bee  Augufia  is  the  greateft  gift  I 

The  fates  can  give;  nor  doesitfccmstomec  ' 

A thing  fo  much  unlikely.  Others  feare 

Perchance  was  fetall.  Ifitwcrc^invainc 

His  care  will  bec,nor  can  hee  then  accufe 

Mee , but  the  fates  that  overrul’d  my  love. 

Agrippina,  Palla«* 

Agrippina. 

It  is  decreed,  muft  not  live.  , 

- ^ 


’ Imperial  blood,  that  runs  within  his  veines 
ere  there  no  other  caufe,  is  crime  enoi^. 
ee  is  defcended  in  the  feme  degree 
t N^roisfrom  great  Auguftus  loines. 
indfomchavc  late^  whiff'd  that  his^© 

I more  mature  for  fovcraignty  then  Ncro^s. 
lefidesthou  know’ft  his  brother  Lucim^ 
fhar  ihould  have  man-yed  young  O^cLvia^ 

^ us  was  hunted  to  his  death  *,  and  hee 
my  meditate  revenge. 

Fallas. 

tou  need  not  fearc 
fpintfo  fluggifli  as  Silunus  is. 
four  brother  Cairn  C a fury  in  themidd’ft 
3fall  his  feares  and  jcaloivfyes  to  which 
lleelacrific'd  fo  many  noble  branches 
If your  Imperiall  houle,  contemn’d  Silanm 
Sls  one  in  w nom  there  was  no  (pirit,  or  danger, 

|Lnd  call’d  him  nothing  but  the  golden  beall. 

Agrippina. 

fl  ee  Cannot  tell,  if  times  of  trouble  come, 

(low  much  that  beaft  by  course  of  attendants 
iiid  confluence  of  fouldiers  may  bee  chang’d. 

Hee  is  Proconliil  now  of  Afia^ 

Knd  may  here  after,  if  the  people  fliould 
jdalignc  our  government,  bring  power  agiinft  us. 

I Pallas. 

If  you  will  have  it  fo  Publm  Ctlerim 
And  Aelm  now  going  for  A fta 
Have  undertaken  there  to  poifon  him. 

Agrippina. 

Let  It  bee  done.  But  Pallasy  firft  of  all 

^ a cenuirion  bee  dil^ch’d  into 

Campania , to  hill  Narcifpi^.  there  XfphHin. 

Hee  muft  not  livc,that  did  contrive  our  ruine 

^nd  knowes,  I fcarc,the  mcancs  by  which  wee  fcap’d  it. 

By 
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By  our  command  it  fhall  bee  warranted. 
But  tell  me  Pallas , ere  thou  goeft,  are  all 
The  German  Ibuldiers  come  ? 

Pall:  Madam  they  are. 

You  have  a royall  guard.  Ag:  Go  deareft 


Difoatch  Cekrmlnto  Afia^ 
ndth 


Exit  Fallai 


Exit 


And  the  Centurion  to  Campania, 

Now  Agrippina  is  her  lelfe^ancl  all 
The  power  and  dignity  Ihe  holds,  her  own. 

I do  uot  owe  it  to  a marriage  bed, 

Or  poore  dcpendince  on  a husbands  love,' 

Where  every  minion  might  have  rivahd  mee. 

There  is  no  power,  no  ftateac  aU,  but  what 
Is  uiidependent,  abfolute  and  free. 

Befides  my  proper  and  peculiar  guards 
Two  liSorsby  me  Sena  e are affign’d 
Diftind  from  Ct^far  and  the  Conliils  ftate 
To  wate  on  mee,  tliat  all  the  world  at  laft 
. Imperiall  power  may  in  a woman  know^ 

I was  an  Emprefle  but  ne^re  reign’d  till  now/ 

A bafiquet, 

£;^rdrNERo,  Britannicus,  Otho,  Pe- 
ijj^oNius,  Montanus,  Acte. 
^^drae  fit  my  friends,  they  here  are  freely  welcome 
That  Bnhg  free  Jovial!  hearts  farre  hence  bee  all 
Sad  lookesjfbwer  geftures,and  Cenlonous  thougG^ 
They  fi t not  N crop's  table,  kiffe  mee  A 5ley 
Ana fmileupon thefeaft.  A5k-  Cafa/s  command 
Is  warrant  ftrongenough. 

Nero. 

And  thou  flialtfinde 
No  rigid  Catoes  here. 

PetroniH^. 

True,  great  C^y2?r,  ^ 

Let  fuoi  fbwre  Scam  fit  at  home,  and  write  i 

Againll  the  pleafiire  ofthis  happy  age 
Dull  latyres,  fuch  as  water,  or  me  lees 


I 


f 
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, Of  Tufcan  wine  begei^  let  them  admire 
^ Thofeoldpenurious  times,  when  Curiusfed 
On  leekesand  onions,  when  fabritius 
Feaftcd  the  fr ugall  Senate  with  h mig  beefe 
And  rufty  bacw,  and  in  earthen  pots 
J)runkc(mal  Etrurian  wine,  let  thern  bee  ft  ill 
Suchasthemielvcs  would  make  themfelves,  unworthy 
To  tafte  the  plenty  that  Rome  now  cnjoyes. 

Nero. 

I Why  did  our  famed  anceftours  fo  ferre 
I Extend  their  conquering  armes,  and  ftrive  to  get 
! The  riches  of  the  world,  but  that  their  Nephews 
Migi^  now  enj  oy  them  ? twere  ingratitude 
To  their  rich  labours,ft]Ould  wee  fcorne  to  ufe 
What  they  have  got:  orifthcufeofic 
In  us  bee  riot,  fure’twas  avarice 
In  them,  tiar  toil’d  (b  much  to  purchafe  it. 

Otho. 

Which  of  thofe  rigid  Cenfors,that  decbimc 

Againft  the  vices  of  the  times,  and  tax 

Rom  as  luxurious  now  would  call  it  vertue 

In  a rich  Citizen,  whofe  ftore-houfes 

Were  fraught  with  the  beft  provifions,  his  chefts  croW- 

His  cellars  fall  of  rich  Campanian  wine  ( ded 

Yet  hee  himfelfe  to  drinke  the  courfeft  lees, 

To  feede  on  ackornes,pulfe,  and  crabs,  to  wrong 
His  nature,  and  defiaud  his  Genius  ? 

Tis  (aid  the  Furies  keep  pin’d  Tantalus 
From  rafting  thofe  delicious  fruits  hee  fees. 

Such  would  the  Roman  vertue  bee,  lliOuld  (hee 
AiFright  her  Tonnes  the  mafters  of  the  world 
Frqm  tafting  that  which  they  themfel ves  poffefle. 
Vitronim. 

Tis  true  * thofe  former  ages  were  moft  frugall ; 

Wee  thank  them  for’t,the  better  is  our  fare. 

Let  thofe  thadift,  now  when  they  have  no  need, 
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Still  imitate,  and  boaft  their  hungry  vertue, 

Whileft  weepoore  (inners  are  content  with  pleatos, 
Numidian  hens,  and  Lybian  purple  wings 
Wilde  goates,  bores,  Iwes,  thrufhcs,  and  muflieroms, 
Oy fters,  and  mullets,  and  fuch  vicious  mcates. 

NtiTo. 

Fill  mecfome  wine.  Montmus  mtldXiQhoXy  ^ 
Andfilentnow? 


Mmtmm. 

Cafar,  I was  but  liftning 
To  heare  retrmius  goodmorality , 

NCiTo. 

Otho  I know  cannot  bee  melancholy,  ^ 

Hee  is  a bridegromc,  and  but  new  pofleft 
. Ofthatfairetrealiire  he  has  courted 

So  long,  well  Othoy  I muft  have  a fight 
Of  feire  Fopp^ay ; fuch  I know  (hee  is, 

Otho* 

Shee  is  unworthy  of  great  fight. 

Nero. 

A round,  go  AmcetUs  bring  the  lots*, 

Becaufethat  no  refped  of  power  fhall  let 
The  frecdome  of  our  mirth,  who  ever  drawes  « 

‘ The  longeft  cut  ihall  bee  our  King  to  night. 

And  bee  obey’d  what  ere  hee  fhall  command. 

Iwill  rei^e  my  chaire  to  him.  Com  draw.  Fnter  A- 

mcetfis  they  draw. 

Tis  I that  am  your  King. 

Mantmis. 

lihallbcleive 

That  Fortune  has  her  eyes.  , 

Britaimm 

In  getting  Crownes 

Nero  y thy  fortune  is  too  good  for  mine* 

Nero. 


I know  none  envy  mee. 


w 


•1 


"Agrippina. 

Britamcus 

Noenwcan 

Recirefle  my  wrongs.  Nera* 

1 wiUbeginne  WAiOth&. 

I do  command  thee  fend  hy  Animus 
Sbmc  triifty  token  that  immcdiatly 
May  fetch  Foppaa  hither  to  the  banquet. 

; Otho> 

jit  feall  bee  done,  this  ring  will  letch  lier  hither, 

lixit  Anicetus. 

p[  ever  though  ’twculd  come  to  this. 

, Fdtrodiiis, 

rfhy  plot 

|Of  bringing  APtc  in,  I fee  has  fail'd. 

I Otho. 

Jl  care  not  much;  he  would  at  laft  have  feenc  her. 
i Niro. 

Thou  wilt  not  frowne  my  though  thou  fee 
[(bother  beauty  here. 

[ I A Be. 

NoroyallC^/^r, 

, Nor  fhall  you  heare  mcc  envious , or  detraSing, 

I (Uthough  I know  Foppieu  is  a Lady 
^ iyhofe  beauty  does  as  far  re  excell  poore  A Bi 
I CinthLi  docs  the  leffer  ftar res,  or 
1 Hie  otherScarnimphs. 

:•  Nero, 

; Freely  fpokc,  feire  aBo, 

ABi-  ^ 

Sferc  you  ihallfinde  the  laying  docs  not  hold  j 
; that  women  are  decradors  from  each  other^ 
u Nero. 

^fcane  time  begi^  a health. 

Mmtams 

iopleafcit 

health, 
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Nero> 

Lee  It  go  round.  And  now  P^tronm  ^ 

1 come  to  thee, I doo  command  thee  write 
A Satyre  prei  ently  againft  thofepJeafures 
Thou  didft  fo  lately  pray  fe, againft  th’  attire, 

Andcoftly  diet  of  notonpus  age. 

Thisisthy  Taske. 

Tetif'onim, 

I niuft  obey  the  King  : 

And  now's  the  fitteft  time  for  fuch  a fatyre. 

I never  finde  my  vcraie  of  that  ftrength 
As  to  con temne  good  Viaualls,  but  upon 
'A  well  fill’d  ftomacke.** 

Hero. 

Give  him  wine  to  heigliten’t. 

Petronius. 

r ve  writ  already  a Satif ick  Poem  ^ 

In  a grave  angry  way , where  I complainc 
That  Romes  excefle,  corruption,  luxury , 

Ruin’d  the  prefent  governement,  and  twixi 
Cjepify  and  Pompey  caus’d  a civil  1 warre.  . ^ 

Xiften,  and  heare  my  caftigations.  > 

5,  Now  all  the  world  vidorioi^s  Rome  had  wonne  . , 
5,  All  lands,  all  Seas , the  morne  and  evening  Sunne,  • 
3,  Nor  Was  content ; the^Ocean’s  furrow’d  ore 
„ With  armed  (hips ; if  any  farre4iid  fhorc,  ^ 

^,Or  land  there  were,whence  burnifh’d  gold  was  broi^ 
3,  It  was  their  foe:  by  impious  warre  they  fought 
5,  (Fates  fitted  fb ) for  wealth,  old  known  delight 
„ They  fcorne,  and  V ulgar  bare-worne  plcafure  flight 
,,  Pearles  in  th’  Aflirian  lakes  the  fouldicrs  love.  J 
,,  Brightpolifli’d  eaith  in  hew  with  parple  ftrove.  f 
Numidia  marble  brings  the  Scythian  yeilds 
,,  His  early  fleece,  the  Arabs  f^ile  their  fields, 

„ But  fee  more  mine  yet,  and  greater  wounds 
Pi  Ofinjm'’dpeace,the  Mauritanian  grownds  ^ 

Ar 


■ " ' ''tf^ J 


‘ 


f 


AgR  I PP  INA. 


>,  And  LH>y an  Ammon’s  faithefl  woodS;^to get 
„ Wilde  beafts  are  learch’d  vvhofe  teeth  a price  muft  fct 
„ Upon  their  death,  fierce  Tigers  fetch’d  fromTarre , 

„ And  {talking  ftately  on  the  Theater 
Are  fed  with  humane  flai^hter  to  delight 
,,  Thfe  peoples  eyes : after  the  perfian  rite 
„ ( Mas  I fliame to  fpeake  it,  aind  difplay 
„ The  ruinc-threatning  tates)  they  cut  away 
„ Manhood  from  growth  fjxjird  youthsjfor  Vencry 
3,  Softning  their  nature,  to  keepe  backe  thereby 
„ In  {pile  of time,their  age.her  feife  in  kinde 
,3  Abufed  nature  {eekes>  but  cannot  finde. 

3,  They  dote  on  Catamites,  weake  bending  hammes^ 
35.Uiuiervcdbodycs,  and  a thouland  names 
55  Of  new  attires, loofe  haire  of  men,  in  whom 
' „ All  man  is  loft!  lo  (laves  from  Affrick  come, 

5,  Rich  Citron  boards,bright  purple,  which  to  view 
,5  Coufening  the  fenles  l3ca"i:e  a gold  like  hew. ' 

„ A Wanton  traine>in  wine  and  furffets  drown’d 
„ Thefar  fetch’d  table  do  encompafle  round.  . 

,,  The  wealth  that  all  the  fpacio  us  world  containes 
„ By  lawleffc  armes  the  roming  (buldier  gaines, 

, Their  gluttony  growes  witty  ; guilt-heads  caught 
, At  Sea,  alive  are  to  tlieir  tables  brought. 

Nero. 

Slo  more,  my  furious  Satyrift,  thou  haft  chi4 
The  times  {umciently. 

. Fitromus. 


fyou  beeplea^ 
have  obey’d.  / 


Nen. 


Veil,  l^vcdvc Pctrmm 
t man  may  write  a Satyre,  an(^  yet  bcc 
4o  Scaurmy  Cur'imy  or  Fahrims. 

Fttrmim^ 

k.  Satyrift  ftiould  bee  the  contrary, 

D z 
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Agrippina. 

And  know  thofe  vices,  which  hce  meanes  to  tax. 

Nero, 

Brother  'Brlta.nnlcm  thy  taske  is  next. 

Stand  up  aiid  fing  a fong. 

L^ive  mee  fomc  time : 

! I Gumot  doo’t  extempo  re,  what  fubjed  n 
Nero. 

' Choofe  that  your  felfc. 

Britmnkm^ 


) 


owicametoloofc 

Roman  fcepter. 

I Nero, 

: -How ! that  will  not  fie 
A fcaft  of  mirth, 

Brltmincm, 

Nq,  let  them  laugh  that  winne* 

l^strortm, 

A good  fmart  youth,  \ 

Nero, 

This  muft  not  bee  endur’d. 

I muQ:  bee  freed  from  this  continuall  fcare : 
Then  bee  excused,  be  merry  Gentlemed, 

I V^mder  Anicetm  ftayes  fo  long. 

Anic  ETus  Tvlrh V oj?  v 
But  fee  they  come,  is  this  Popp^ea,  Ocho, 

Otl)0, 

Tis  flxee  great  C<c/4r. 

^ Nero. 

^Konder  of  herfcx ! 

Bright  paragon  of  ! all  beauty es, yet 
That  I have  lecne,  have  been  but  foiles  to  let 
V A greater  luftrC  on  this  ftarre  of  1?^^ 

Otbo. 

Hk  eys  ai^  fixt , his  changing  looVvCs 


^ Agrippina. 

A depth  of  paflion  ^ or  my  jealous  feares. 

Dazle  mine  eyestoo  much. 

VctYmm^ 

Tisfo;  fhee’sloft. 

Ifever  Lady  were  a tennis  ball 
T is  this,  {hee’s  bandy’d  fo  from  one  to  tother. 

Muft  then  another  reape  the  envy’d  fruit 
Of  my  injuftice  ? muft  Popp^ea  bee 
Tvly  crime,  that  tookc  her  from  her  c«her  Lord, 
Tobehispleafure? 

Orhm 

Is  great  Bd! 

Niero. 

No  Otboy  ftill  fhee'ihewes  more  faire  and  fiirc. 

I cannot  check  my  love  *,  '^^ireft  Lady. 

, And  with  your  luftre  grace  our  I fee 
Trhou  art  a meft  incomparable  j u^e  ^ 

In  beauty,  Otlufy  and  were  I to  choole  \ 

A wife^ine,  rdcruft  noeyebutthine/ 

■H^ould  I might  ferve  you  Sr.  in  any  thing, 

Nero. 

But  cell  meethy  oppimon  in  one  queftion. 

Which  doft  thou  thtnke  the  noblcft  in  a Prince, 

If  hec  would  ufe  his  power,  and  do  an  adl 

That  may  bee  thought  unj  uft  , to  do’t  for  frendilup, 

; Orfetisfedlionofhisownedel^ht,  • 

' Otho. 

I Sr.  had  you  made  the  cafe  a private  man’s 
I (For  the  delights  ofPrinces  , as  themfelvcs, 

I Wee  muft  count  lacred ) I could  ioone  refdye  it. 
i Nero, 

I Let  it  bee  fo  for  tis  the  feme  in  j uftice. 

! ^ Otho, 

I diinke  it  nobleft  then  to  do’t  for  frcndfliip. 

D J For 


Agrippina. 

For  fiendfli^  ever  was  held  honorable. 

But  latisfadion  of our  Qvyn  delights 
A thing  of  weakenelTe  rather  thea  ofJionour. 
Velronlm^ 

f I fee  his  drift. 

'l^ero, 

Augufim  CjefaY  th^i 

And  I by  power  have  done  the  felfe  feme  afl:. 
Butin theaiufe  I have  exceird 
F or  hee  to  fetisfie  his  own  hot  love  " 

From  Cliudim  Nero  tooke  faire  Livia. 

I from  took  a brighter  beauty 

To  fhew  my  felfe  no  lover . but  a frend. 

Doo  not  miftake  mee  Otho^znd  fuppofe 
I do  repent  the  favour  I have  done 
I know  tis  well  beftow’d. 


Otha, 

Twas  feich  a favour 

That  I confeffe,  great  C^faVy  as  m tongue 
Can  bee  enough  expreflive ; ^ tis  hard 
T o find  a heart  that’s  large  eiioi^  to  pay 
SuffidefTt  thankes  in  thought , but  pious  men 
Have  ftill  acknowledg’d  that  no  thankes  of  ourt^ 
Can  ^equalize  the  bounty  of  the  Gods. 

And  Princes  are  like  them,  fhould  I thinke  lelTe 
I fhould  both  wrong  the  giver,  and  the  gift. 


Nero. 

In  valuing  her  aright  thou  fhew’ft  thy  felfe 
As  wife  as  j uft  .1  wifh  thee  joy  of  her. 

Butfaireft  Lady,finceit was fb  late 
Before  you  grac’d  our  feaft,  I cannot  thinke 
That  I have  entertain’d  you  yet  at  all. 

Thefcene  (hall  therefore  change, another  roome 
Shall  bid  Wellcome  to  the  Court. 


I 


Ag  R I PP  I N A. 

ViTELLi  us,  Poll  I o. 

Vitellim, 

Yet  Ciefur  and  his  mother  well  agree. 

? olllo. 

The  Gods  continue  it,  but 

I fere  the  fequell.  Agrippmaes  fierce 

And  h aughty  diljK)fition  will  coo  much 

Provoke  heribnne  ’tisthougbt;and  hee  too'fbrward 

To  throw  all  nature  off. 


yitellm- . 

Ithinkefotoo. 

,And  therefore  I could  wifli  that  Agrippina 
Would  go  a gentler  way,  fhee  muft  not  [ uild: 

Too  much  upon  her  merits,  though  wee  know 
Twas  Ihee  that  put  the  i cepter  in  his  hand. 

/Fot  vicious  natures,  where  they  once  b^in  n 
I To  takediftaft,  andpurpofehoreqiiitall^  \ 
e greater  debt  tliey  owe,  the  more  they  hai:<y 
Pollio. 

Befides  fhee  ’ll  find  it  harder  far  to  workc 
Her  ends  upon  a forme  then  twas  to  rule 
A doating  husband. 

. Follio»  ' 

Time  will  fhew  it  all,  — — — - — ^ 

And  we  ere  long  fhall  know  which  way  to  leaflet) 


B U R R U S,  S E N E^'c  A* 
Barrhm. 

Will  Agrippina  fit  to  day  with  C^efar 
On  his  Tribunal!,  to  give  audience 
:To  thofe  Armenian  Embafladors  ? 

^ Seneca. 

There  is  no  doubt  fliee  would  3 but  I have  (poi^d 
That  ftate  I hope;  for  I have  caincell’d  Nero. 
That  if  fhee  come,  hee  fhallarife  and  meet  her. 
As  if  hedi  d it  in  refpeS:,  and  duty 


Defer- 


Ag  R I PP  I NA. 

Deferring  th*  audience  of  th’EmbafTador^ 

I hope  (liee  wil  1 not  underftand  our  drift. 

Burrhui. 

Pray  heaven  fhee  do  not,  for  you  know  her  fircenefTe. 
Sej2e€a. 

It  would  bee  Koms  difgrace,  the  Senates  fhame 
And  my  great  crime  if  the  Embafladors 
That  come  to  plead  their  countryes  caufe  at  Rome, 
Should  fee  a woman  perching  up  with  Cafar 
Into  the  chare  to  eivc  them  audience. 

And  fit  commanding  ore  the  Roman  enfignes : 
Twasnot  thecuftomeof  our  Anceftors 
To  fee  £idh  fights. 

Burrhm. 

T ! ue  Liidus  Smeu^ 

Our  Anceiloiirs  had  no  fiich  kinde  of  wom^, 

Shcc  in  her  and  you  miftakc 

If  youeftecm  heronely  c ^efars  vnochei 

Not  his  CoIlei^ue,andpartncr  in  the  Empire  ^ 
Ormorethenfc. 

Senec4. 

I am  not  fb  ingratefull 
T o hatethe  woman , fince  I know  it  was 
Her  favour,  that  repeal’d  my  banifhment. 

But  I diflikethefe  ThingSyttiat  forreigne  ftaCK 
- In  her  unfeemly  carriage  ihould  behold  Xifhilm* 

The  fhame  of  Rome,  and  would  ft.ee  keepe  a temper 
Titdng  the  quality  of  her  fex  and  place, 

I ihould  admire  me  bravery  of  her  minde. 

N £ Ro,  V itellius,  POLLIO,. 
Nero,  taJ^cs  Iris  flatiy  after  them 
theBmbajfadm's. 

Embaffadm.  - 

LonglivegrcatN’r/tf  Cif/kr, the cheifecare 


Agrippina. 

' Of  heaven,  and  higheft  Souveraigne  oftfae  Earth, 

The  Princes  of  Armenm  > F'ologejes 
And  greete  your  Majefty 

By  us,  and  do  congratmacc  the  honor. 

Which  fince  divineft  cUuAim  left  the  earth 
To  make  a God  in  heaven,  is  fell’n  on  you» 

And  to  your  hi»h  T ribunall  doo  referre 
The  controvert  that  is  now  betwixt  them. 

Enur  Agn^fin.u 

My  mother’s  come,  defer  th’  Embafladors 
As  twas  appointed  Seneca. 

Smtea. 

1 will. 

Nero. 

Haile  deareft  mother. 

Agrippina. 

Wherefore  rifes  Cafar 

From  his  Tribunal!  when  afFaiers  of  ftatc 

Are  brough  c before  hi  m 

Nero. 

No  refped  can  bee 

Too  much  for  mee  to  givegreat  Argippina. 

Agrippina. 

Excufe  mce^  C.efary  if  it  bee  rel['>e£t, 

Tis  now  unfealbnable,rake  your  feate, 

ril  (It  with  you  my  lelfe , and  here  th*  affaires 

Of  thefe  Armenian  Embaf&dors. 

Nero. 

Wee  have  ddc&ed  the  buiineffe  a while. 

And  thought  upon  a fitter  time  to  heare  it. 

Agnpp'ma. 

If  you  anfe  becauie  the  au^eace 
[s ended  or  deferr’d  upon  juft  reafoiis, 
r is  not  refj3e£l  to  mec  that  made  you  rife, 
ks  you  alldg’d  at  firft,  but  I have  found  it, 
rhe  reafon  that  deferr’d  this  audience 
i D 5 Was 


A G R I p p I N A. 


Was  A^lppinaes  commlng, 

Burrhus. 

ThisIfearU 

Seneca, 

T was  carryed  ill  of  c ^efar  at  the  firft. 

^grpppina. 

I fee  thou  blulhcft,  and  may’fl  juftly. 
To  call  that  re\"erence,  which  was  affront 


Was  a diffembling  not  befitting  Cefur, 
And  to  affront  a mother  fo  deferving 


Was  not  the  duty  that  befitted  Nerol 
If-  • Nero, 

i /'X2m  neareft  Jgrippina.  thinke  her  Nero. 
f / Will  ever  doo  an  that  may  bee  judg’d 

'!  Affront  to  her 

I’/  Agrippina. 

I^^-Tfiis  Was  thou  know’ft  it  Nero.. 

[ And  fo  does  thy  advifer  Seneca 
From  him  it  came, no  other  Senator 
i Durft  to  have  councelhd  my  difgrace  but  hec 
!*  Seneca. 

Ne\^er  will  Seneca.,  fo  much  cbleidg’d 
I To  Agrippmaes  royall  favour,  wilh 
! Or  councell  her  difgrace. 

Agrippina. 

'^Seneca.  " 

'mTolbph y nere  taugh t ingratitude. 

^Fyou  had  tliought  the  place  unfit  for  mce. 
You  might  have  told  meepri^atly  before. 
Not  us’d  this  tricke  which  how  fo  ere  it  hold 
In  Stoticifme,  I'm  fore  is  nought  inllate.^ 

' X^itellm. 

Shee  payes  him  home. 

Pallas. 

Her  fpirit  cannSteferoeke 
.Thflfeaft  appearan^o^  injury. 


Agripi 


Agrippin 


A. 


' Agrippina. 

c^foTy  I*il  leave  thee  now,  nor  fhall  my  prefenee 
Bee  any  hinderance  to  thy  ftate  affaires. 

Np’o. 

I’ll  go  a long  with  you. 

Agrippina* 

For  Senica 

ril  ihortly  teach  him  new  Philofophy. 

- JExeum^ 

manm.  Burrhus,  Senbca. 

Seneca. 

Shoe’s  full  of  anger;  but  it  moves  not  mee. 

Since  what  I did  wasjuft,  and  for  the  honour 
Of  Komemd  Ca[ar\  hoiicft  actions 
W ill  bee  enough  protedlion  to  them  felves. 

Burrhus. 

Take  the  beft  courfes  to  prevent  her  fury. 

Seneca. 

Ah  noble  Burrhus y it  mufl  bee  hereafter  - 
Our  greateft  care  to  curbe  that  womans  pride. 

And  what  wee  can  remove  her  from  all  rule 
And  government  of  ftate,  for  Agrippina 
Is  of  too  ho  t and  fierce  a d^ofirion. 

Burrhus, 

What  ihould  weedoo  ? t were  piety  to  incenfe . 

Her  fonne  againft  her. 

Seneca. 

The  Gods  forbid  that  wee 

'Should  fti  I ve  to  make  t}re  Prince  unnaturall.'  - 

But  to  prevent  this  inconvenience  ^ 

I will  perfwade  young  C^efar  not  with  purpofe 
T o wrong  his  moder,  fomewhat  to  abate 
Her  dangerous  greatenefle , to  remove  from  her 
Par-t  oH  er  guard  ot  German  fouldiers , 

And  to  difphce  her  wicked  counfcllour 
That  infolent  and  Lordly  free’drAan  . ‘ 


'B.urthm, 

Y oU  need  not  ufe  ^fwafions  to  yem  Ptipill 
^ (The  Gods  forgive  it  if  I judge  amiffe) 

To  Hand  againit  his  mother , I muchfeare 
, Hee  will  too  quickly  hate  her,  for  no  reafoii 

I To ftate  bckngiiig  *,  but  becaule  ihee  growes 
J Imperious  over  him,  and  ftrives  to  curbe 

i His  luft  and  riots,  tbofe,  thofe  S meca 
I feare  are  feedes  of  future  tyranny 
),  And  for  his  love  (as  if  the  fates  decreed 
j!/  To  make  his  paffions  all  prepoftcrous) 
tHis  vertuous  wife  noble  O^lavta 
I The  only  i nftance  in  this  wicked  age 
i| ! Of  women  great  and  good,  is  loatlfd  by  him. 

Seneca, 

, That  moft  afflids  mee  i could  wee  finde  a cure 
For  chat  difeafe,  all  other  maladyes 
: A riper  age  will  in  fome  part  redreffe^ 

And  I will  ft  rive  to  change  them  by  c^rees. 

And  get  him  to  f arfake  his  loofc  aflbeiates. 

But  let  us  firft  endeavour  to  remove 
Fierce  Jgrippina  from  all  rule  of  ftate. 

Burrhus, 

I’l  joyne  with  yoii,  and  ufe  my  beft  endeavours. 

Exeunt*- 

Nero. 

Nero, 

Shall  I that  am  an  Emperor , bee  check’d, 

Control’d  and  baffled  in  my  Pallace  thus  ? 

I I will  removethis  mother  fore  from  mee. 

And  give  command  to  Bmrlm  to  provide 
(That  houfe  that  was  Amonkes  for  her. 

I The  Pallace  fhall  bee  free  to  my  delights,. 

I 'l  make  no  doubt  but  that  the  people  ^ow, 

I And  hate  her  pride,  and  will  the  leffe  repine 
, At  what  I do  againft  her,  Ihave  told  her 

•For 
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Agrippina. 

• 

(For  ftice  provok’d  mee^aft  all  patience) 

Part  of  my  minde  already,  fhee  fhali  tuc  " 
Perchance  coo  late  the  fierccneflb  fhee  has  fhcwM 

A0R.IPPINA. 


Exit. 


. Agrippina* 

Ingi'atefull  is  thy  moth^s  power 

So  Ibone  ofFenfi  ve  growne  ? oinft  t hoti  fo  foone 

Gift  off  all  iiliall  duryes/and  forget 

What  I deferve  from  thee  ? woukiff  thou  deprive 

Mee  of  all  power  that  gave  afl  power  to  thee  ? 

Did  I (o  wickedly  for  thee  procure 

The  height  of  human  ftate,  thatthou  fhouldff  take 

Al!  ftate  from  mee  with  greatcr  wickednefle  ? 

Ob  wronged  this  ikl  puniihment 

My  bloody  treafon,  and  ingratitude 
T 0 thy  offended  Manes  juftly  payes. 

By  the  moft  loving,  and  moft  injur’d  Lord, 

The  worft  of  wives  was  more  belov’d  tlien  now 
The  beft  of  mothers  by  a wicked  Sonne, 
rie  make  him  know  v/hat  hand  it  was  that  rais’d 
His  fortunes  to  this  height : but  wherefore  weeps 

Enter  0£lavm. 

Mydcare 

O^avia. 

What  accurfcd  fate 

Purfcesthe  wofall  Ckiiidkn  family  ? 

Agrippina. 

Deare  daughter  fpeake  thy  griefe.  , ^ 

OEiavhu 

Was  I bellow'd,  ' 

Or  rather  loft  in  marriage,  to  advance 
Upon  my  brother'^  nrine^  isero^  ftate 
To  bee  by  h im  defus’d,  hated  and  made . 

A bafe  freed-womans  ilave  ? 


Agrippina. 


What  freed  wornan  ? 


A o Ri  P p i;na. 

Agrippina* 


1 


XiphWn* 


OBavia. 

A Be  thy  Neros  concubine  my  miftr  is 
That'dires  within  the'palace  to  conteft 
Nayto  revile  ' 

Agrippina. 

She  dares  not. 

Nor  lhall  (he  doo’t,  I’ll  flit  the  llriimpcts  nofi^ 
Iffliedarelpeakc’gainft  thee. 

. ' OBavia, 

Y oil  cannot  mother. 

Nero  delights  in  none  but  her,  his  foule 

In  lives*,  onherhedoesbeftow 

That  love,  that’s  due  to  mee But  mee  hee  loaths*, 

Oh  difinall  lovC;,  Oh  fatall  marri^e! 

Agrippina, 

T ake  comfort  (vveete  0 Baviuy  Til  redrefle 
Thy  Wrongs,  or  venture  mine  owne  fell  with  thee. 

Enter  Nero. 

y'  Nm. 

Y ou  have  complain’d  I fee,  0 BavU, 

I s there  a chiding  toward  ? 

Agrippina 

Has  thy  guilt. 

And  th’  unkinde  wrongs  thou  ha  ft  already  done 
Untbankefull  Neroy  to  thy  vertuons  wife 

Xiphilm. 

Arm’d  thee  with  Inch  an  impudence,  that  now 
Thouxanft  prevent  her  juft  accufing  thus  i 

Nero.  - - 

How's  this  ? 

Ag/ipplna. 

Mee  thinkes  although  thou  hadd’ft  no  Iparke 
Ofgoodaefleleftthce^yctinPoIlicy  ^ 

Thou 


Ag  R r P P I N A* 


Thou  fliould’ft  not  dare  maintain  a bafe  borne  ftrumpet  j 
Againft  thy  lawfull  wife  great  Claudim  daughter. 

Mce  thinkes  in  polky  you  might  remember  ' 

You  fpcaketo  Ctefar^  notachilde.. 

Agrippina.  f ; 

-Tis  true. 

Thou  forgot  the  duty  ofa  childe.  ; 

Ncri/. 

lAvill  bee  better  known  *,  if  I bee  Croft 
In  my  delights,  I will  bee  bold  to  croffe 
Youinyour  pleafiirestoo  i 

Agrippina. 

Oh  heavens,  what  pleafures  J 

What  joyes  or  fludies  have  I ever  had  ! 

Bii  t to  preferre  thee  N ero?  are  my  cares  j 

And  all  my  labours  thus  requited  now  ? . ^ 

Let  not  too  vaine  and  foolilh  confidence  | 

Of  what  thou  ait,raake  thee  prefume  to  wrong 
Thy  m other  and  thy  wife ; or  thou  il^alt  know 
The  Emipires  lawfull  heireis  yet  alive.  ; 

T he  wrong’d  B ritannicm  is  growing  up 
T o take  his  right,  and  to  revenge  the  wrongs 
W hich  hee  and  all  his  femily  fufteine  Xiphilin*  ^ 

I’ll  go  my  felfetothe  Vrxtorian  Campe, 

And  plead  his  caufe  before  the  Souldiers. 

There  let  one-handed  Burrhus , and  that  bale 
Unthankefull  exile'S’iw^f/?,  appeare  ~ i; 

Againft  the  daughter  of  Germanicm. 

Nero. 

Yes  plead  the  caufe  of  young  ; 

And  when  y’  have  done,  provide  an  advocate 
To  plead  your  own. 

Exemt 


^ Agrippirhl* 

Gone  lb  abniptly  from  us 


Sli9:hts  / 


A G R.I  PP  I NA. 


Sl^tshcc  miac  anger  fo  ? 

Madam  I ftare 

You tooke too harih away;  his lookes were wiide 
And  full  of  r^e ; my  lad  mi%iving  foule 
Tels  mee  Ibme  mHcheife’s  working  in  his  thoughts, 
A^ippina. 

Feare  not,  0^^.^^'i;^,we€l^take  tlie  befl: 

And  liireft  courles  to  prevent  die  ill 
That  may  enliie : and  if  mature  advice 
And  councell  cannot  bridle  him,  wee’ll  ufe 
Another  meanes  to  curbe  his  infolence : 

I have  already  by  my  bounty  made 
Moft  of  the  r ribunes  and  Centurions, 

: My  guards  are  ftrong , and  fhallhee  vigilant 
Over  the  Ifafety  of  Britannicus , 

; As  mine  own  perfbn,  there’s  no  open  aft 
; ! Of  mifchiefe  can  bee  on  the  luddaine  wroi^ht, 

OH&tvia, 

The  Gods  I hope  wul  guac^  our  innocence. 

Exemt* 


Nero  ^Ihs. 

NeroL 

My  feares  liave  been  too  flow, and  twas  high  time 
TmiAgrippmaesth\indnv\^  threats  had  wak’d 
My  fleeping  mifchecfe;  which  fhall  now  no  more 
Study  dil^iies,  butappeare  in  bold 
And  open  afts  with  Cafars  ftampe  upon  um^ 

Feireleffe  of  vulgar  whifpering  jcaloufyes. 

:Upon  thy  death,  a price 

No  Icfle^then  Rames  imperiali  wreath  is  let. 

The  deede,  when  done,  will  priviledge  i c fclfe. 

And  make  the  power  of  ftrong  enough 

To  warrant  his  miffleede,  who  dare  revenge  ' 

Or  blame  th’  offence  tijat  frees  mee  from  a rivall / 

But  I ihali  leave  a worfe,  and  nearer  ferre  . ^ 

Behinde,  a 


f 


\ - 


/ 


Ag  R I T P I N A. 


; Bcbinde,  my  mother lives; 

Shee  lives  mv  rivall,  nay  my  partner 

Nay  more  men  that  my  C^^ne  and  Govemeffe. 

1 am  jao  Prince,  no  man,  nothing  at  all 
While  lives,  muft  ilieetben  live 

To  make  mee  nothing  ? muft  the  name  of  member 
.Outweigh  a fceptcr  ? could  the  name  qf  husband 
ProteS  her  Claudius  ? no ; her  owne  example 
Shall  teach  mee  ftate butfirft  Britminicm 
Muft  hec  remov'd;  his  death  aflures  my  ftate. 

And  makes  mee  able  to  conceft  with  her._ 

That^ntlc  poifon,  which  Locufia  gavehim, 

^ If  poilon  "twere,  whileft  wee  did  vainely  fcarc 
! The  peoples  talke,has  kept  my  feares  auve. 

'Whereis  this  hi^e  ? 

'Eme^r  Ucufta^ 


Cafkr. 


locUjla* 


Witch.  beats  her* 

Fcind,  faty,divcIL 


. Mercy,inercy,  Cafar. 

Nm. 

I’ll  hew  thy  Gurfed  carcalfe  into  atomes, 
Thougav’ft  Britamlctism  mcidc^fi 
In  fteadofpoyfon. 

Locufla. 

Twas  agentle  poyfon, 

And  (iich  as  you  commanded  mee  to  make; 
Hold  C^efar  hold;  I willredcemeallyet, 
Mtro. 

Do  itor  dy,  make  mee  a poifai  ftrong, 

, A quickc  ^d  Ipceding  one. 

‘ It  fhall  bee  done. 


No 


— : N A . 1 

No  Iboner  tafted,  but  it  fliall  deftroy. 

Nero,  N . I 

I’ll  fee  the  tryall  of  it,  and  reward  | 

Thy  fervice  well ; but  i f Britanmcm  j 

Out  live  this  day,  this  day  fhaU  bee  thy  laA.  | 


Ac  T us  V.  Sc  EN  A.  L 


Burrhus,  V ite  l li  us  , An  ni- 
ce tus,' 


'Burrhus, 

It  is  the  will  o^  Cafar^  fouldiefs 

You  muft  bee  all  ifcharg’d  from  guarding  her. 

But  you  {hall  have  allowance,  and  thus  much 

ril  promife  for  your  comforts,you  fhall  bee 

The  next  that  are  afcrib’d  into  the  lift 

Of  the  P ratorian  campe.  ‘ 

Souldiers. 

Thankes  noble  Burrhus. 


Burrhus. 

Go  4^kctus^iVQ  command  that  ftraight 
, That  houfe,  which  was  bee  prepar’d 

. For  and  her  family. 

; Cjefar  will  have  the  Palace  to  himfelfc. 

Vitdlm. 

Docs  4gr  ip  finAknoYi't 

‘ , Burrhus, 


A G R r 


P P I N A. 


Burhus. 

Not  yctithinkt;  .- 

[s  there  difpleafurc  then  ’twixt  her  and  Cafur^ 
Burhus. 

[know  not.  you’ll cxcufe  my  haft,  my  Lord  ^ 
I rnuil  take  leave. 


exit 

VitelliHs, 

I like  no  t thefe  new  t urnes.  ‘ 

I came  to  vi  fit  her:  but  now  I’ll  {pare 
My  haile  this  morne.  whither  lb  faft  my  Lord? 
Follio. 


ToviRt  Agripina^ 


VitdllHS. 


Stay,  ril  tell  you. 

iThere  is  (ome  diffrence  twixt  her  and  Ciefar* 

Her  guards  are  tane  away . I parted  now 
From  Burhusy  who  dilcharg’d  them,  ihee her  felfc 
jShall  be  remov’d  from  the  Imperiall  palace. 

, FoUie. 

I like  not  that;  I’ll  /pare  my  vifit  then . 


txem 


Petronius,  Montanus. 


Montams. 

Otho  will  loofe  his  wife  then. 

Fetronius.  ’ . 

Yes,  no  doubt;  i 

And  I believe  muft  leave  the  City  too.  p 

Ntro's  extremely  fir’d,  andhee  will  have  her  j 

Alone ; poore  Otho  muft  not  ri vail  Cafaf  I 

Nor  indeed  is  it  fitting  that  the  husband  " f 

'Should  make  th’  adulterer  a cuckold.  t- 

Montanm,  | 

Do’ft  thou  hQlQQxc^vetrm that  this  cliange  ? 

PlCvafes  ^ |j 

Fnn^  I! 


* ^tronim 


Yes,  I warrant  her. 

Shee  thinkes  her  beauty  never  oonld  have  done  her 
A greater  fervlce. 


But  fhee  feerri’d  to  love 
0/^(^exlrcmdy. 


Montmus  • 


I emfeue  Montanm 
I thinke  her  appetite  flood  well  to  Oth$\ 

For  it  is  a raicall  ofa  winning  carriage 
Anclcinrious  tcature;  butiheehasenjoyedhim 
Sometime  already,  and  that  paffion 
Which  you  call  love,  docs  move  in  a degree 
So  low,  and  feeble,  it  is  fooncfwallowM  up 
In  the  deepc  torrent^of ^ambk ion. 

ToppjiiCs  proud ; nor  can  that  breaft  of  hers 
Harbour  a lov^  fo  ftrong,  but  it  muft  yeeld 
T o pride  her  qiudtity  praedominant. 


Mmtanm. 

Wjhat  can  fhee  bee  but  concubine  ? 

I fecnot  what  high  honour  lyes  in  thi . 


You  cannottell  what  ihee  may  bee  in  time. 

Shcc  cannot  boeAugufia  ^y  that  high  name 
O^avhy  while  fhee  liver,  will  keep,  heedares  not, 
Forlakethat  wife  (how  e’re  hee  doaft^lher,) 

To  whom  hee  may  bee  layd  to  owe  the  Empire. 

VttYomm, 

For  mine  own  parr,  I know  not  hoW  twill  go. 

But  I dare  fvveare  P&pp^a  e’re  this  time 
Has  ask'd  and  heard  what  the  Chalckans  lay 
About  her  fortunes : our  finedames  of 
Muft  ftil  bee  tan^ering  with  that  kinde  of cartcll. 

Their  do^,  their  monkeys,  and  themfelves  do  nothing , 

Without 


'•T 


"^7  I rri  NA. 

yitknic  th*  advilc  of fiich  a cuimirig  aian, 
bft  thou  feenc  Otho  lately? 

fes  today: 

Petromus, 

low  docs  hce  looke  upon  the  bufinefli  ? 

> Hoffitaniis. 

Ifth  fbmewhat  fed;  but  Cafar  feemes  to  ufe  hin| 

;o  wonderfull  kindly  that  cannotthinke 
Ice’s  wrong’d  at  all. 

Petroniui. 

’^rithec  let’s  finde  him  out.  Exeunt 

Pallas  fdus, 

Pdia$, 

longer  fteward  of th’  Imperiall  houfe ! 

Vre  greateft  benefits  fp  foone  forgot 
^ wicked  Princes  ? tis  and  ever  was 
[ne  fete  of  Courts^  Monarchs  unjullly  hate 
Acknowledgment : what  jx)wer>  what  honor  now 
Does  hold  but  what  hec  owes  to  mce? 
vl jWTiCrr it,  nay  my  wickednefle,  which  did 
rohimcncreafcthemerit,for  this  heart 
iias  bled  the  more  for  my  ingratitude 
To  my  beft  mafter  Ckudm^  his  ikl  wrongs 
Another  now  revenges  ! oh  Nam[fus , 

’crchance  the  conqueft  that  I got  ore  thcc, 

AThen  wee  two  ftrovc  about  the  fucceffor 
to  Claudlu4  CtffcLY^  will  hereafter  prove  . 

More  fatall  to  the  conqueror,  then  him 
That  loft  tlie  day,  thou  in  Campania 
Di’dft  haj^ily,  though  hunted  to  thy  death 
By.  us;  and  carry ’dft  to  thy  grave  the  honor 
Ofay  ding  the  j uft  fick;,  oh  Royall  Empreffe, 

Entir  Ag^tfpnt- 

I feareourcateco  raifemuh^kfuUNcra  , 

! W ill  prove  at  laft  our  own  deftrwftion 


^G'RTTPINA. 

My  places  Ioffe  I weigh  not,  but  for  fearc 
It  prove  a ftep  to  your  ch’flionour,  Madam. 

Apippma. 

Tis  for  my  fike  that  thou  liaft  left  it,  Patlasy 
W ith  mee  my  frends  are  fated.  Oh  fad  fote 
That  followes  impious  adionsi  well  perchance 
And  happily  might  1 have  liv’d  if  wrong’d 
Britanmcm  Had  reign’d ! Oh  would  the  Ioffe 
Of this  unworthy  1 ife  could  yet  procure 
That  injur ’d  Prince  his  due. 

FalLts. 

Can  fortune  turne 

Thecourfedf  things  fofi:rangely,that  you  Madam, 
The  Prince  his  mother  and  his  raifer  too 
Should  wifli  the  others  reigne 

Agrippina. 

It  can,  it  can. 

.Thisisthe  power  and  juftice  of  the  Gods, 

That  when  wee  thinkc  our  felves  moft  fafe  in  ill. 
Can  fruft rate  all  our  confidence,  and  make 
Thit  power,  vvhich  feem’d  to  bee  our  prop,  to  bee 
Our  onely  caiife  of  ruiiie,  wee  are  children. 

Vice  makes  us  children,  like  to  them,  wee  cry 
For  Knives  to  hurt  our  lelvcs  with,  and  the  Gods 
To  punifh  us  oft  grant  what  wee  defire. 

An  herfe  brought  in  Oct  AY  l A. 
following. 

Tall.  What  doleful!  noife  is  this  ? 

Agrippina 

Ay  mee,  I fearc. . 

Opiazna, 

Oh  difmall  day ! Oh  wretched  family ! 

Fly  back  bright  Fhcebus  to  the  Eafterne  Ihorc, 

Or  hide  thy  head ; thou  haft  at  Rome  beheld 
A feaft  more  black  then  ere  Mycen^  (a  w. 

Ah  dearpft  brother,  fweet  Britunniem* 


r 


Ti  cy  KTr  v i N A^ 

Agrippina* 

OBavia. 


Vlurder’d  BrltannicaSy 
?oifon’d  at  iNTtfro^’j  cable. 

I Agrippina 

3reakemy  heart 

! The  greateft  woe,  that  could  befall,  is  come. 

For^ve  mee,  gent le  Soule,  t was  I that  gave 
That  viper  life,  and  rule  to  ruin  thee, 
rhcii  need’fb  not  curie  mee-,  the  impiety 
Df  him  that  kill’d  thee,  will  revengethy  death. 

P^/to 

Fai;:e  hope  of  RomCy  fweetflqwer  untimely  cropt. 

What  parentafion  (h  al  1 fad  IP  a lias  make 
T'appeafe  thy  wronged  ghoU,  and  expiate 
My  foule  offences  ? to  the  King  and  Queene 
Of  fable  night  I’ll  build  two  graftey  altars; 

And  ycerely  there,  if  any  yeeros  at  all  ^ 

I'have  tp  live,  with  lad  libations 

Invoke  the  manes  of  Britannkt^y 

Thou  from  the  groves  of  faire  Elyfium 

For  e\^er  waif d lor  ever  honour’d  Prince , 

Deigne  to  accept  my  humble  facrifice. 

Or  ifthofe  rights  bee  too  too  meanc  for  thee,  ^ 
Perchance  the  Genius  of  afflifted  Rome 
Shall  weep  hereafter  ore  thy  grave,  and  ^vailc 
Th’ untimely  death  of  her 

Agrippina,  ■ 

Gentle  to  thee  let  earth  and  water  prove. 

, ^ , Exit  Odavirtf 

This  wofull  murder  of  Bfitannkuu 


Bodes  HI  to  mec,and  my  prelaging  foule 
Is  filf d with  ghaftly  feafe?^.  Ah  Palla^y  Palla^i 
Thisis'the  entranceinto  Parkide , 


And 


I V 7 
And  but  the  Prologue  toa  mothers  death, 

Pallas* 

Would  I could  {^ke  to  your  deflrelle  and  feares 
A true  and  reall  comfort,  liich  a one 
As  might  not  flatter  your  cftatc , and  make 
Yoir  weaker  then  before,  by  tdcing  from  you 
All  Ihudy  ofprevaition. 


Sitvam, 


f<€/ar.Iv4adam, 

Is  come  to  vifit  you. 

Pallas  farewell. 


Savant* 


Agrippina. 
Nero. 


Enter  Ntro. 


What  weeping  Madam  ? what  unvvortliy  caufe 
Dares  force  a teare  from  greate  Augufiaes  eye 
While  Nero  lives  ? if  "c  bee  my  brother's  death. 
That  caus’d  this  lorrow,!  could  joync  in  tcares 
Had  not  that  tragedy  already  r ci>'d 
Mine  tyes  ot  moyfture, 

Agri^insu 

This  hypocrifie 

Makes  mec  lefle  truft  his  nature  then  before. 

Nero. 

The  Gods  have  rob’d  mec  of  one  comfort  now 

The  fcUowfhip  of  fwcet 

That  all  my  piety  may  bee  confin’d 

To  you  jdcarc  modier,  you  containe  alone 

Within  a Parents facreaname,  allftUes 

Of  kindred  noWi  all  bonds  of  piQUS  love. 

Fcare  not  a change  in  mec. 

Apipfina. 

Ido  tiotCafar. 

2^4. 

Umrvm  ii^celebtatednow 


Xiphify 

Rye 


\ 


% 


r~'  /\GRI  FFINA. 

! 3iero. 

Mhntxvm  feaft  is  cclebtaKd  now 
Five  dayes  at  Baiae  thirfier  you  fhall  go  XlpUtln^ 
And  fcaft  vvith  mce  deare  mother,  there  forget 
All  jealous  ftares,  and  you  fhall  nevermore  f 
Complaineof>?erff.  Ifcheftrat^m  JaJ/de. 

Of  Amcttm  prol^r,  her  complaint  ■\ 

Shall  be  to  P/0r(?,andthe  Ghofts  below. 

- Otho  with  his  Commifjton. 

Otho. 

The  Gonernment  of 
By  Nfro’j  grace  and  6vor  is  bellow’d 
On  mee ! Oh  glorious  name  ofbanrfhment  I 
Yet  welcome  now,  fincefairc  Po/i’/iie/i’r  loft. 

I thanke  thee,  era,  thou  provid’d:  a brave 
And  honourable  cure  for  that  lad  wound 
I Thou  haft  infli^led  on  my  lovc-ficke  Soule. 

; How  great  a torture  had  it  been  to  mee 
To  live  in  divorc’d  from  her, and  1^ 

That  beauty  folded  in  another’s  armes ! 

Hence  wanton  tlioughts;  fond  love  for  ever  vanilh , 
Collecft  my  foule  what  ere  thou  haft  within  thee 
Ot  Romaa  left,  and  anfo  er  to  the  call 
Bright  honour  makes,  lome  favourable  God 
P itty  ing  the  lufts  and  riots  of  a youth 
50  much  milled,  has  lent  this  feming  lofls 
To  wake  rne  from  fo  bale  a lahargy. 

Employ’d  in  forreime  a<ftion,i  live 
Free  from  rh’  infeaious  vices  of  this  Court, 
fVnd  larre  from  feeing  the  abhorr’d  Clefts 
Dr  future  tyranny , which  needs  mull  breake 
From  Nero's  vicioiB  nature.  At  my  birth 
IheAu^res  promis’d  hi^  and  glorious  hopes, 
rhisisthcwaytobringthem.  Spaine lhall find 
Another  Otho  then  was  lent  from  Rome. 

promis’d  here  to  meetc,  and  take 

F.  Het 

m 


ITT^  l 

Her  laft  leave  of  mee.  why  fliould  I againe 
Benue  my  paffion  by  the  her  ? 

But’t  is  but  one poore  look,  and  fofarewclL 


^nUY  Seleucus. 
Sekticm. 

Haile  MxYcm  Or^dEmperour 
that  fhall  bee. 


SeUum. 

It  is  thy  fate. 

Which  fhall  not  bee  prevented. 

Otho* 

Tell  mec  tether 

(For  your  prediaions  ever  have  been  true) 
Shall  I behold  Pepp^aeshcQ  againc. 

When  I have  left  the  City  ? 

StUuem. 

Never  more . Exit 


Otho. 

Never ! a heavy  doomc  yet  I in  lieu 
Of  her  fhall  game  the  Empire  of  the  worldr 
Juno  will  heale  the  wounds  that  Venus  gives. 

popp.^  A. 

See,  there  fhee  comes ; her  beauty  waxes  flill, 
Or  elfthe  fad  conceit  of  never  more 
Seeing  that  face,  makes  it appearc  morcfairc. 
How  dull  the  edge  of  Honour  growes  already  I 
Here  could  I flay,  and  like  the  Trojan  Prince 
Lock  in  faire  Didoes  armes forget  forever 
Th^  Italian  land,  and  all  my  fumre  fame. 

Him  Joveadmonifh’d  to  depart  from  thence. 
Mee  the  command  of  forces  hence, 

And  leaves  no  power  in  my  eledion. 

Farewell 


Agripfina.- 

'Poppica. 

Oh  hard  fate  in  love 

I s mine,  whofc  joyes  were  never  laft in<»  ycc.  ' 

Spcake  not  fo  loone  that  killing  word  farewell* 

Otho. 

What  gaine,  alas,  can  one  fmall  minute  bee? 

Or  if  ewere  gaine  to  mee,  to  the  Poppaa 
T were  lode  to  kcepe  thee  from  thy  C^efars  fight. 

Hee  is  thy  fervant,  whom  the  world  obeyes. 

Fopp^ea. 

Ah  Othoy  love  can  witnefle  that  this  fortune 
Was  never  fought  by  mee. 

Otho. 

Thou  wert  too  great 
A treafure  for  a privat  man  to  keep. 

No ; live  flill  happy  with  thy  here 
And  grant  mee  one  requeft ; if  of  that  love 
Whioi  once  wee  vow’d  fo  deare, there  yet  remaines 
So  fmall  a part  as  may  dc  ferve  the  name 
Of  comon  frendihip,ufe  thy  power  with  Cxfar 
My  goverment  may  be  continu’d*  long.  ^ 

Poppiea. 

Rather  let  meeintreatethe  contrary, 

And  keepe  thee  here  at  Roma. 

Qtlyj. 

It  muft  not  bee. 

Never  while  Nero  lives,  and  lives  with  thee. 

It  muft  bee  love  no  more,  but  freiuilhip  now 
Twixt  us  Poppaay  which  may  ftill  bee  kept 
In  abfence  by  good  wiihes,  and  without 
Thofe  nearer  comforts  which  fond  love  requires. 

But  who  (h all  teach  mee  to  forget  tb  at  fveet 
Delicious  lefibn  which  loves  fchoole  did  teach. 

When  thy  admired  beauty  was  the  booke. 

And  I a Scholler  too  too  forward  then  ? 

Oh  woidd  great  C(efars  power  to  cure  my  wound, 

El  Could 


Agrippina. 

CouUbutbeftow  Ibprivadveagood 
As  Ioffe  of  memory,  but  that^  aias^ 

Weretoo  unjuft  a cur^  and  I could  wilh 
Ratl^er  to  fuffer  ftill  then  quite  forget 
That  I was  once  Poppaaes  cnvi’d  love. 

I"ll  rather  ftrive  to  folace  my  fkk  foul 
With  contemplation  of  paft  happindTe, 

And  by  recounting  ore  our  former  joyes 
Deceive  thpfe  houres  of  forrow  I muftpafle. 

Pop.  And  I for  comfort  of  our  abfent  love 
Wiil  cherrifo  hopes  that  wee  fhall  meetagaine. 

0th.  No^,  thinke  mee  dead,  bright  love,  and  ril  enforce 
My  imagination  to  beleeve  that  thou 
Tranflatcd  by  fome  amorous  Deity 
Haft  left  the  earth  to  beautify  the  sky, 

And  turne  Aftronomer  in  love,  to  finde 
Thy  figure  out  among  thole  radiant  lights 
W hkhfoves  transformedParamours  have  made. 
Tyfongft  ihoihVlikQkQiorBxm  Poppaacs  ftarre, 

And  fweare  I lee  it^  rather  then  beleeve 
Thou  liv’ft  on  earA  dd)arr’d  from  Otho'sU^t* 

I muft  begin  to  part,  J fee-  for  thou 
Jn  modefty  art  loath  to  chide  mee  hence, 

And  bid  mee  quitthe  place.  Farewell  Popp^ea. 
Suchheightofnappineffemayftthou  enjoy 
As  c^fars  conftant  love  can  bring  to  thee. 

Fop.  As.muchgood  fortune  follow  Orho  ftill 
Tis  power  that  parts  us.all  the  Gods  can  tell  Potit  Otbo 
How  well  1 love  thee  Otho.  but  thofe  Gods, 

That  have  ordain’d  another  fate  for  mee 
Muft  bee  obey’d  yet  jVw  muft  bee  wrought 
W ith  cunning  to  my  ends,  or  elfe  my  fortune 
is  low  and  poore,  my  title  nought  at  all. 

Tis  not  the  love  of  Cafar^  but  the  honour, 

And  that  high  title  which  attends  his  love 
lih2lisPopp.ieaa  aime)  OSiavix 


Debarres 


Agrippina. 

Debarrcs  mee  yet  from  that,  and  Agrippina 
Is  fierce,  and  keeps  her  fonne  in  Pupillage. 

Enur'tf  E R o. 

Nero* 

^Now  faire  Popp^ea^  thou  art  mine  alone ; 

*Otho^s  remov  d,  embrace  the  happy  change 
SKhat  fortune  brings  thee,  thou  haft  found  inftead 
^Whim,  a C^far,  who  befides  his  ftate 
Has  brought  a heart  as  true  to  thee,  and  love 
As  ftrong  and  fervent  as  poore  oiho's  was 
Thou  v/ert  before  a diamond  conrfly  fet, 

A clouded  ftarre.  the  Fates  did  pitty  thee. 

And  would  no  longer  let  that  beauty  ly 
Ecclippfcd  in  a private  family 
No  feat  but  Ro^es  Imperiall  throne,  no  Iphaere 
.But  Cafars  armes  were  fit  for  thefe  bright  eyes 
To  fhinc  in,  and  the  fubjeft  world  f adore 
Their  luftre,  likefomeconftellation 
New  rifen  to  amaze  mortally. 

Not  Rome  alone,  but  all  the  fartheft  fhores 
That  Peieus  filver-footed  wife  ere  knew 
Shall  call  miftrrfte. 

PoppiC^* 

Thofe  are  honours 

C^fur^  too  high,  too  great  for  mee  to  hope.  ? 

Nero: 

To  hope, my  love,  they  are  thine  owne  already. 

Poppaa, 

C^farj  thou  know’ft  it  cannot  bee;  and  I 
That  might  have  liv’d  content  with  OMs  love: 

And  there  enjoy’d  the  honour’d  name  o]Q^i£ia||g 
1 Muft  in  the  Palace  find  a baferftil^  a^  - 1 
: ^ ' 

Thou  wrong’ft  my  power,  Popp^a^  ifthou  thinke 
I cannot  give  the  higheft  ftile  to  thee : 

And  if  thou  thinkc  I meane  k not,  thou  wrpng’ft 

B 3.  My: 


■ ...j 


Agrippina. 

My  trucft  love 
05ia.via\^dMvQ 

No  love  of  thine  can  bearc  Jugujius  ftace 
But  onely  {Inee 

Shec  &aU  bcc  foon  remov’d  ^ 

To  make  a roomefor  fake  Poppet, tes  honour.  * 

Nor  will  the  dare  to  grumble  at  ic. 

pGpp:ea. 

Though  all  were  filent  elfe,  fierce  Agrtppma  Xiphilm. 

W ould  in  that  aft  cent  roll  theC;,  and  thuike  mee 
To  meanefor  C^fars  wife,  though  I am  Iprung 
(For  I may  Ipcakea  truth  that  Rome  can  wiciiciTc  ) 
From,  iioble^nd  triumphant  Anceftor^. 

Nero. 

T here>  love,  thou  ftrikTt  upon  the  trueft  firing. 

That  Agripp  'ma  was  my  greatefi:  feare, 

Thougli  now  fi'.ee  is  not;  for  Pll  tdl  ic  thee. 

If  Am  cetm  ftratagem  have  taken , 

Ere  this  fiieewan'ders  on  the  Stygian  fiiore. 

W eary  I was  of  her  imperious  pride, 

A nd  fear’d  her  cruell  plots.  How  that  fucceedes 
1$  now  my  greatefi  cxpeftatiori. 

Nor  do  I live  till  AnicHm  corre 
And  bring  my  fafety  in  that  womans  cfeath 
I c ETus. 

Popped. 

St^-^Ankeit46isi:mim'3 

Nerv. 

Speake  man 

What  is  my  late  ^ thouorriefl:  in  thy  voyce 
The  life  and  death  of  Cxfur 

Anketus 

Your  command 

W as  done,  great  Oefar  ^ butw our  mother  fcap ’d, 

Nero. 


) 


I 


Efcap^d  ? how  could  it  bee,  bu  c you  were  hi  fe. 

And  all  confpirM  together  to  betray  Xiphilin  . 

My  life  in  faving  hers  ? how  could  dice  Icap^e  ? 

Anketm. 

Wee  chofc  the  night  to  ad  it  in;  but  night,. 

Prov’d  not  fo  black  as  night ; the  ftarrs  gave 
No  wind  at  all  ble  vV  as  wee  lanchcd  forth  ^ Xlpkiltn 

Down  in  the  Galley  Agrippina  lay , 

And  at  her  feet  lay  Ace  Yonia 
With  joy  dilcouifing  of  your  curtehe. 

And  favour  lately  (hew’d  her,  but wlien  I 

The  watch-word  gave,  die  covering  ofthe  place 

Loaden  with  lead  fell  downc,  and  preft  to  death 

Her  fervant  Gallm,  But  when  th’  other  part 

By  fortune  ftronger,  broke  not,  nor  the  veflell 

Was  loos’d  afunder,  all  beeingin  amaze 

The  rowers  flraitvvay  thought  it  beft.  to  weighs 

T he  galley  at  one  fide,  and  finkc  her  io 

There  Aceronui  floating  in  the  waves 

Paining  her  fclfe  to  bee  theEmprdTe,  cry^  , 

Hel^,  helpethe  Prince  his  mother.  But  tlKJTowcrs 

With  poles, and  oarcs  ftraight  kill’d  her  as  fheefwanamc, 

But  Agrippinain  a fifencc  caus’d 

By  policy  or  feare,  fwamme  to  the  banke, 

Having  received  one  wound,  and  there 

Succour’d  by  little  barkes,  through  Lucrine  lake 
To  her  owne  houfe  was  carryedat  the  laft. 

Nero, 

Oh,  l am  lofhand  dead;  I fliall  bee  flraight 
Surpris’d  and  kill'd ; fl  ee  ’ll  arme  her  flaves,  and ftirre 
The  fouldiers  up,  or  to  the  Senate  houfe 
Complaine,  and  fhew  the  wound  fliec  has  receiv’d 
And  tell  the  ftory  there. What  flialJ  I doo? 

Advife  mee,  my  Sopp^aj  Aniceti^y 
But  yet  advife  mee  nothiug  but  her  death. 


No 


A G R IP  P I N A. 


' No  Other  coyrfe  isfafe,  Nero  muik  dy 
! If  ArippmaAiwCy  call  Burrhus  to  mec) 

' Send  forth  the  fouldiers  to  difpach  her  flraight^  - 
! ^ ^ Popp^a 

I It  is  no  a^ion  for  a fouldiers  hand 
! Nor  will  the  campc  for  bra\^e  Germanic 
I Her  father’s  fake  bee  drawnc  to  butcher  her 
Let  finhb  the  exploit 

: Heehasbegunne. 

' Nero, 


Itmuftbe  fo*  goon 
W ith  thy  religious  adt^good  Anicetm. 
Thou  art  cfcieig’dtoh^nifhit;  orelfe 
W hat  thou  haft  aone  already^  will  procure 
My  ruine  rather  then  fecurity 
Choofetheewhataide  thou  wilt. 


Aniceirus 

I have  them  ready. 

Feare  it  not  Ctefar,  Agrippmes'dc^d, 

Nero. 

Oh  comfortable  voice  * thou  art  th^  man 
Thou  only  ^;?m//5,rhat  beftow’ft 
The  Empire  upon  Nero,  to  thy  giiift 
I wjII  acknowlegd  it,  and  celebrate 
This  as  my  day  ofcoronation. 

What  plot  fhall  wee  invent  to  hidethe  deede. 

And  putth"  intent  of  murder  upon  her  ? 

To  bring  you  newes  of  her  efcape.  I’ll  finde 
A way  to  doo’t,tis  ftrangc  none  yet  come  fromher. 

S ec  Agerinm  comes  ""  Mur  Agrrmm 

Agennmi 

AH  health  to  Ccefar 
Augufla  by  the  favour  ofthe  Gods 
Has  lately  fcap’d  a ftrangeand  wouaderfuli 
Dagger  at  Sea. 

Ani.  C^far  wl  en  any  of  her  fervants  come. 


i 

i: 


Ag  R.  I P P I N A. 

What  meanes  this  ponyard  Anicetm  lets  fait  st ptmyard 

. In  tafars  prefencc,  Agerims  ? bihimk  Aminm. 

Nero. 

Treafon.  Ziphilin. 

Shce  fends  to  murder  mcc^dra^e  hciice  &hc  Have , / 
And  torture  him  to  death. 

I am  as  free 

From  guilt  inthis  os  innocence  it  felfe. 

Nero. 

Hence  with  the  villaincto  his  death,  and  thou 
Deare  Amcetas^otmtd  with  thy  plot.  Exem 

Agrippina,  brought  in  by  Mne fieri 
and  Sekucus , jhce  fits. 

Agrifina. 

leave  mee  alone;  but  bee  not  farre  from  mee.  Exeunt. 
Who  would  rely  upon  the  gratitude 
Of  men?  or  tru  ft  the  tluir  of  benefits, 

That  now,  behold,  or  iliall  hereafter  rcade 
My  wofull  fortune  I,  tliac  have  bellow’d 
W hat  ere  the  world  containes,  to  bcc  pofleft 
By  impious  Neroy  in  reward,  expeft 
Nothing  but  bloody  death  twas  too  too  true 
That  ftrangedeceitfull  galley  was  a plot 
An  impious  engine  made  to  murder  mee,  ’ 

Asby  thcfierceneffeoftheflaves,  my  wound, 

And  Aceroniaes  death  it  did  appeare. 

Dan  I exped  that  Nero  fhoulci  relent  ? 

3r  that  the  tyrant  in  abrothers  blood 
imbrew’d  alreadydhould  not  rather  thinke 
S[o  mifcheifecan  bee  (afetill  fully  done  ? 

Oh  had  his  thoughts  beenegood,  had  my  efcape 
kenegtatefull  to  him,  all  the  houle  ere  this 
N kh  vifitancs,  and  clients  had  been  fill’d 
’70  aske  and  fee  how  Ctefa/s  mother  did 
y here  no'Af  are  all  the  hai  les  the  bended  knees , 


Ijh 


Agrippina. 

Low  proft rate  faces,  and  officious  tongues. 

That  ftrovc  in  honoring  AgnppmaisntmQ  ? 
y aniffi’d  alas,  and  nought  but  folitude. 

Ill-boding  filence,  and  n^leS  remaine 
In  this  forfaken  Palace.  But  too  foone 
Ay  mee,  I feare  the  approach  ofvilany. 

What  noife  is  that  at  doore  ! where  are  my  fervauts  ? 
Mnefler^  Sel^ucusy  G-alla^  Xenophon* 

No  anfwcr  made ! are  they  departed  too! 

Theri  vanifli  all  my  hopes  falfe  world  farewell 
With  all  thy  fading  glories.  But  alas, 

Whkher  from  hence  fhall  Agrippina  fly  ? 

What  regions  arc  therein  the  other  world 

But  my  injuftice  has  already  filPd 

With  wronged  Ghofls.?  there  young  SilanU4\ioxi^rSy 

LoHia  Vaultma  and  great  Claudius 

My  murdred  Lord, yet  thofe  (ad  ipirits  perchance 

Abhorring  ISftrSs  bale  ingratitude. 

And  glutted  with  revenge,  will  ceafeto  hate 
At  lail,  and  pit  ty  Agrippinas  Hate. 

Enter  Ani  cetus,  OloaRI  tus,  and  others 
Ay  mec,  is  Amcetus,  come  againe  ? 

Tlien  I am  dead  paft  hope,  murder, helpe.  help  Xiphilln* 
Anicetus. 

Y ou  giiefle  our  bufinefle  right  but  tis  in  vaine 
T o call  for  helpe,  your  guards  are  ferre  enough. 

Agrippina. 

Oh  hold  your  hands  a while;  heare  mee  but  Ipealcc 
Confider  with  your  felves  before  you  afl 
A deed  16  execrable  as  will  ftick 
A lalling  brand  on  your  abhorred  names. 

This  murder  wilt  bee  famous  through  the  world. 

All  men  will  fly  your  hated  company . 

Like  birds  of  night  ihall  you  for  ever  hide 
Youre  guilty  heads ; or,  which  is  worfe  then  that, 

Nero  himfelte,  who  did  comm  and  the  deede , 


m 


?nrrTTTT?nr 

As  you  pretend)  (hall  guerdon  you  with  death, 
ind  quit  himfelfe  by  punifhing  of  you. 

) rather  venter  Neres  frowne,  and  Kcepc 
r our  innocence. 

AnkettiS. 

:^an  they  bee  innocen  t, 

That  difobey  their  Prince  his  will  ? \ 

Agrippina 

^ut  fare 

f ou  did  mift ake  the  Prince.  I am  his  mother, 
fwas  I that  gave  him  birth;  nay  more,  that  put 
nto  his  hand  the  fcepter  of  the  world. 

^ould  hee  command  my  death  ? 

Anicetm 

Vee  did  not  {land 
ixamining  the  caufe. 

Agrippina.  ' 

Then  ftrike  this  wombe 

This  tragicall,  and  ever  curfed  wombe. 

That  to  the  ruine  of  mankinde  brought  forth  Xiphilm- 
That  monfterNw, here,  here  take  reven^. 

-lerejuftice  bids  you  ftrike.  letthefefiSwounfk 
Serve  to  appea  fe  the  hatred  of  the  earth 
Gainft  Agrippina  for  dire  Nero's  birth. 

Jheidyes, 
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ACCOMPLISH’D 
KenelmeDigby. 

Hat  it  f leafed  yon  to  eafi  au  eye  ef\ 
favour  upon  thefe  poor  Plays  hoe 
given  me  the  holdnefe,  not  only  to 
pubhjh  them  {yvhich  1 thought  not 
to  have  done)  but  to  fielter  them^\ 
though  moft  unworthy , under  that  name,  to 
which  for  authority  and  approbation  the  riche fi 
pieces  that  this  nation  can  boa  might  be  proud 
tofiie,  Tou  are  to  learning  what  learning  site 
ethers  ajgracefuU  ornament^  and  known  net  on- 
ty  able  to  receive,  but.  fit  to  mak^  that  which  we 
call  literature  ; it  being  nothing  elfe  but  rules 
and  obfervations  drawne  at  the  fir fi  fi’om  fucU^ 
able  natures  as  yours  is  j and  by  your  daily  con-' 
■ verfation  is  better  expreffed,  then  wee  by  wri- 
ting can  define  it.  Tour  eompofition  was  madd 
to  juftifie  thofe  oldPhilofephers  whorefembled 
, a man  to  the  whole  world.  For  as  in  the  worl 
- ^ 


aUv^trieties  it  meet  i&thake  aperfeB  harmonp 
fiinthelargnefe  ofy^rfottlethefeverall  a- 
kilitiet  of  mefi  different  Nttiens  are  etnjoyned 
to  AM  honour Altle  ndvantAge  of  one  entire  tem- 
per where  the  predominancies  are  magnanifm^ 
tjt  prudence  , and^entleneffe,  "Sut  1 dare  not 
igffer  to  crowd  into  anarrow  Epifile  your  rtoble 
CbaraBer,  which  wi/l require  a longerTrea- 
tife  and  a better  pen.  Tor  the  defeSls  intbefe 
two?  lays  y 1 that  have  already  been  fo  much 
obliged  to  jour  gooineffe  in  other  matters,  can- 
net  here  deffaire  of ytur  forgiveneffe , which  U 
the  only  thing  that  puts  confidence  into 


Your  moft  ©bilged  and 
. devoted  fervant 


May* 
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THE  TRACED IE  OF 
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A(5Ius  Primus. 


Titius,  Plan  c 
Ganidius. 
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TITIUS. 

Hame  and  diflionour  to  the  Roman  name 
A triumph  held  at  Alexandria 
to  honour  CUopatrm  pride  ? 

PL. 

Ah  MmtiSi  this  Egyptian  Queen  was 

(made 


kTo  be  the  ruine  Ant onim, 

1.  CA. 

i!To  be  the  pleafure  of  Antonm. 

;j  ^ PL. 

I Sow  can  you  jeft  Qnniim^  on  a theamc 
Spo  fad  ? 

kt  ' CA. 

Sow  can  you  prophecie  ' 

>0  fajly  on  fo  merry  an  occafion; 


As 


[ The  Tragedie 

As  is  the  love  of  LadicsJ? 


‘ Let 

Have  his  own  way,  MWintius^  tis  in  vain 
To  talk  to  him. 

CA. 

Would  you  could  let  me  have 
Antonim  his  way,  upon  condition 
I fuffer  d you  to  ccnfure  gravely  of  it. 

And  prophecie  my  ruinc.  But  my  Lords, 

You  were  as  good  be  merry  too,and  take 
Your  fliare  of picafurc  in  th’ABgyptian  Court. 
You’l  do  no  good  with  thele  peifwafions. 

He  loves  the  Queen,  and  will  do  fo  in  fpite. 

Of  our  morality. 

PL. 

Tis  too  too  true. 

That  face  of  hers,  that  beauty  in  the  bud 
Not  fully  blown,in  yeers  of  innocence 
(If  any  yeers  of  hers  were  innocent) 

Set  oft'  with  no  adult erifme  of  art. 

Nor  cloath’d  with  ftate  and  pompous  Majefiie, 
But  in  a fortune  clouded  and  diQreft 
A wretched  prifoner  in  her  brother’s  Court, 

Ifet  then  I fay  that  charming  face  could  move 
The  manly  temper  of  wife  jttiiUA 
That  idtn  in  heat  of  all  his  aftivc  warre. 
When  he  purfii’d  the  flying  hither, 

His  fword  yet  reeking  in  VharfaliiCi  {laughter 
At  fight  Ot  her  became  a doting  Lover : 

And  could  we  think  that  our  Anitv.  'm 

A man  not  mafter  of  that  temperance 

That  C^efar  had,  could  finde  a iirength  to  guard 
His  foul  againft  that  beauty  now  fet  off 
With  fo  much  wealth  and  majefty 


CA 


^Cleopatra. 

CA. 

No  furely.  i 

I did  not  thin£  AnS$mHi  was  an  Eunueb.  | 

Nor  could  I have  belie vM  he  had  been  worthy  | 

To  be  a fucceflbur  in  Cttfar^s  power,  i 

Unleflc  he  had  fuccecdcd  him  in  her,  ' 

Grtditjullm  noble  ads  in  warre  and  fiate  1 

Afliir’d  the  world  that  he  was  wife  and  valiant:  I 

But  if  he  had  not  falne  in  love  with  her 
I Ihould  have  much  fufpeded  his  good  nature.  * 
PL. 

Kay  it  (hall  be  yours. 

CA.  ; 

Or  what  indeed  were  greatnefle  in  the  world 
If  he  that  did  poffefle  it,  might  not  play 
The  wanton  with  it?  this  Egyptian  Queen  i 

Is  a ftaic-  beauty,  and  ordain’d  by  fate 
To  be  poffeft  by  them  that  rule  the  world. 

Creat  Pompefs  fonne  enjoy’d  her  firll,  and  pluck’d 
H?r  Virgin  bloflomc.  When  that  Family,  PlfitAuLi 
Whofe  ruine  fill’d  »he  World,  was  overthrown,  i 

Great  ltd  m next  came  in  as  conqiierour 
To  have  his  fliarc,  and  as  he  d d in  power,  ' 

Succeeded  him  in  CltopitrA^  love. 

Now  our  Antonm  takes  his  turn,  and  thinks  ' 

That  all  thelegions,all  the  fwof  ds,  that  came 
-To  make  his  greatnefT.  up  when  jul  us  dy’d. 

Could  give  no  greater  pnviledgc  to  him 
'Then  p AVer  to  be  the  Icrvant  to  this  Queen. 

Thus  whofoere  in  Rome  be  conquCrour 
|His  laurell  wreath  is  C/»tff4/r4tilove. 

And  to  fpeak  juftly  of  her.  Nature  teem’d 
To  build  this  womi’^  for  no  meaner  height. 

Her  (bule  is  full  of  greatnefle,  and  her  wit 
Has  ch?*rms  as  many  as  her  beauty  has. 

With  Majcflte  beyond  her  fex  (he  rules 
I B a Her 


' "The  TragedU 

■ Her  fpatious  Kingdomcs,  and  all  neighbour  Princes 
Admire  her  parts.  How  many  languages 
Speaks  ihc  with  elegance?  Embaffadors 
Irom  th’^thiopians, Arabs, Troglodites,  Vkt* 

Prom  th’  Hebrews,Syrjans,Mcdcs,and  Parthians 
Have  in  amazement  heard  this  learned  Qu^ecn 
Without  the  aid  of  an  interpreter 
Jn  all  their  feveral  1 tongues  retume  their  anfwers; 
When  mofi  of  her  dull  predcceflbr  Kings 
Since  noUmawi  PhiUdeiptm  time 
Scarce  undtrftood  th’  ^gypian  tongue, and  fomc 
Had  quite  forgot  the  Macedonian, 

How  well  Canidiui  defcants  on  this  theame  ! 

PLA. 

I’ll  lay  my  life  it  pleafes  him  j the  man 
Is  deep  in  love,and  pity  tis  he  has 
So  great  a rivall  as  Antoniui- 
crA# 

Well  nfeyour  wit  upon  mej  but  I doubt 
If  any  man  could  fearch  your  fecret  thoughts, 

Tis  envy,  not  morality  that  makes 

You  taxc  his  love, how  gravely  ere  you  talke. 

Tl, 

But  can  Canidius  think  it  fiiould  be  juft 
In  our  Auionm  to  forfake  for  her 
His  lawfull  wife  the  good  OCltLvi(t  ^ 

CA. 

Then  like  a Roman  let  me  2Ln(vf  tt^Mdt(Ui» 

Is  it  become  a care  worthy  of  us 
What  woman  Antony  enjoys?  have  we 
Time  to  difpute  his  matrimoniall  fault#, 

That  have  already  feen  the  breach  of  all 
Romes  facrcd.lawSjby  which  the  world  was  bound  ? 
Have  we  enduf  d our  Confuls  ftate  and  power 
To  be  fiibjcftcd  by  the  lawleffe  arms 


Oi 


^CtEOP  ATRAi* 

Of  private  men,  or  Senators  profcrib’J, 

And  can  we  now  confider  whether  they  j 

That  did  all  this,  may  keep  a wench  or  no  ? ' j 

It  was  the  crime  of  us, and  Fate  it  fclf 
That  Antonj  and  C^far  could  ufurpe 
A power  fogreatj  beyond  which  we  canfufFcr 
No  more  worth  thinking  of.  Nor  wcre’t  to  us  • 

Any  great  fortune  if  Amonm 
Were  honeft  of  his  body. 

PLA. 

Have  we  then. 

Who  have  been  greatcft  Magiftratcs, quite  loft 
All  fhew  of  liberty,  and  now  not  dare 
To  counfell  him  ? 

CA. 

A feew  of -liberty 

When  we  have  loft  the  fubftance,is  beft  kept 

By  feeming  not  to  underfland  thofe  faults 

Which  wt  want  power  to  mend.  For  muie  own  part 

1 love  the  perfon  of  Annnmy 

And  through  his  greateft  loofenefle  can  difeem 

A nature  here,  honeftcr  then  Cafm. 

And  if  a warre  do  grow  twixt  them  (as  furely 
Ambition  would  ere  long  finde  out  a caufc 
Although  ORavU  had  not  been  negleded) 

Rather  then  Rome  fhould  ftill  obey  two  Lords^  i 
■ Could  wifti  that  all  were  Anthon%%  alone. 

Who  would,  I think,  be  brought^ more  eafily 
Then  to  refigne  the  govenunent* . 

TI. 

Would  I could  thinkthat  cither  would  do  foT* 

Here  comes  her  fervant 

MAR. 

' Noble  Lords, 

' The  Queen  by  mee  entreats  your  company 
At  fupper  with  the  Lord  Antomut. 

BJ  CM 


I *lbe  Tragedie 

return  our  humble  fcrvices. 

Wee  *11  inftantly  attend  her.  Now  my  friends. 

Can  you  a while  put  off  auftcrity, 

And  rigid  ccnfures.  to  be  freely  merry  ? 

TI. 

It  may  be  fo.  Wee'll  try  what  wine  can  do.  EXiunt. 

A Feafl prepaying.  Euphronius, 
Claucus,  Charmjo. 

i lU. 

CUucudy  let  more  of  this  perfume  be  got. 

; GLa. 

J have  enough  in  rcadinefle;  or  elfe 

’T would  be  too  late  to  think  on  t now, the  Quecft 

Is  upon  entrance. 

EU. 

rtirwio , art  thou  fure 

Thofe  tapers  fiand  juft  as  |he  Queen  cMamaQded  ^ ! 

CLA,  ■ . 

Tis  the  fatre  order  that ' 
When  laft  he  feafted  here|fo  much  admirMj 
And  faid  ’mongft  all  the  curiofitics  Pbttonb. 

That  he  had  leen,  the  placing  of  thofe  lights. 

Did  not  the  leaft  afteft  him. 

EU. 

Though  the  Pomans 

In  pow  er  and  warlike  flate  exctedrtis  farre. 

Yet  m our  Court  of  ^gypt  they  may  learn 
Pleafuic  and  bravery,  but  arc  thou  furc 
That  all  things  here  arc  well  ? 

CHA. 

As  cxquifftc  ‘ ; 

As  the  Queens  wifli  would  have  it.  Hark  they  c6itic. 


o/Cleopatra;  ] 

ACHORBUS /ib«  Pwjl,  AntONIUS,  ClEOPATRAi  I 
CaNIDIUS,  TxTXUS,  PlANCUS.  j 

CLE.  i 

To  fay,  my  Lorcl,  that  you  are  welcome  Either  j 

Were  to  difparage  you,  who  have  the  power 
To  make  your  felf  fo,what  ere  you  fee 
In  A£gypc  is  your  own.  i 

AN. 

What  iEgypt  holds  i 

If  I be  judge,  not  all  the  world  befides 

CLE.  I 

Will ‘t  pleafe  you  take  | 

Your  place,  and  ihefe  your  noble  Roman  friends  ? 

AN. 

Father  AcbBrem^  fit  you  neer  to  mec.  i 

Your  holy  Orders, and  great  age,which  (hews 
The  Gods  have  lov’d  you  well,  may  juftly  challenge 
A reverence  from  us.  ^ 

CLE. 

Grtzt  JtdiuA  Cd/df 

Did  love  my  father  well j he  oft  was  pleas'd  ■ 

At  houres  of  leifure  to  conferre  with  him 

About  the  nature  of  our  Nile,of  all  i 

The  myfte  r ics  of  Religion,  and  the  wonders 

That  ^gypt  breeds. 

ACH. 

He  had  a knowing  (bule,  J | 

And  was  a mailer  of  Philofophy 
As  well  as  Warre. 

AN. 

How  like  the  fpangled  sky 
Thcfe  tapers  make  the  high-arch'd  roofe  to  ihoW  ? 
While  OeopMtfd  like  bright  Cjntbk 
Tifk  her  full  orbe  more  guilds  the  cheerfull  night.  I 
B 4 Shcc*d 
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Sheets  fllll  at  full  5 yet  ftill  me  thinks  (he  veXesi 
And  grows  more  fair  and  more  majeilicair. 

cle. 

Wy  Lords,  you  Romans,  whofc  viftorious  arms 
Have  made  you  Mafters  of  the  world,  pofleffe 
Such  full  and  high  delights  in  Italy, 

That  our  poor  Agypt  can  prefent  no  plealure 
Worth  your  acceptance:  but  let  me  entreat 
You  would  be  freely  merry,  and  forgive 
Your  entertainment. 

ANT. 

’Tis  an  entertainment 

That  might  inyite  and  pleafe  the  Gods.Me  thinks, 
Jwt  fliould  defeend,  while  ClefpatrAS  here, 
Difguis’d  for  love,  as  once  for  fear  he  was. 

When  bold  Tyfhaas  fcal’d  the  ftarry  sky. 

And  all  the  Gods  difguisM  in  -^gypt  lurk'd. 

Love  were  a nobler  caufe  then  fear  to  bring  him. 
And  fuck  a love  as  thine. 

CLE. 

If  I could  think 

That  ere  great  feve  did  play  fuck  feats  as  thofe^ 
rde  now  bcleeve  that  he  were  here  di(guis*d. 

And  took  the  noble  fhape  of  Antbonf 
ANT. 

This  complement  farre  tranfeends,  it  leaves 
No  anfweif for  a wit  fo  dull  as  mine. 

A S©ng. 

Not  hee,  that  k»owt  how  to  ACqmre 
But  to  enjoy,  u hlefi, 

2^on  doeionr  haffinejf r eenftfi 
Intpotion^fiHt  inrefi^ 


d/  (S  L E O P A T R a; 

The  Gods  paffe  man  in  hUfe , tecaufe 
They  toile  not  for  more  height  j 
Tut  can  enjoy  ^ and  in  their  eren 
Eternak  refi  deligbu 

Then,  Trincef^  do  not  toile ^ nor  care ; 

Enjoy  what  you  pofefe. 
Whichrohilefl you  do^you  equaSi^c 
T he  Godrin  hoffineffe^ 

TI. 

MmtmPUnctUy  I was  thinking  now 
How  Hoimibol  was  charm’d  at  Capua, 

When  that  delicious  place  had  mollifi’d 
His  rough  andcruell  foul, and  made  him  icam  ; 
The  leflbns  of  foft  love,  and  luxury^; 

VLA. 

There  was  no  caufcjAftfrcw^jfor  fuch  a thought^ 
For  our  Antowu6  in  the  heat  of  all 
His  adivelife  knew  how  to  rcvell  well, , 
ANT, 

Let  this  foft  Mufiquc  ceafe,  and  louder  found.  - 
This  fecond  courfe  is  mine.  Call  in  LuMm. 

EnterLwciLiusmth  three  Cromh 


Fair  Clecps  tro^  for  addition  > PluUYCfjm  y 

To  what  thou  hold’ft,the  world-commanding  Rome 
Prefents  thcfe  Crowns, and  by  my  hand  invcfts 
Th^CyCUopatro  Queen  of  wealthy  Cyprue^ 

Of  Coelofyria,and  Phoenicia, 

BluCh  rot,my  Lovc^nor  let  Romes  bounty  force.  i 
Thy  modefty?  tbefe  Crowns  from  thy  fair  brow  i 
Receive  more,  luftre  then  they  can  beftow, 

■■  "HJ 


^he  tragedie 


’ ‘ • ' TI. 

I think  he  need  not  greatly  fear  her  blufhing, 

PLA. 

N o noj  alas  thefc  petty  Kingdomes 

(Though  too  too  great  to  DC  fo  ill  beftow’d) 

Are  not  the  fcopc  of  her  ambitious  ayme  s ! 

CLE.  - 

My  Lord,  I dare  not  make  excufe,  or  plcad^ 
Unworthincffe, where  onzt  Antmm  wifdomc 
Has  made  election  to  conferre  his  favours. 

ANT. 

Admire  not,friends)the  God-like  power  of  Rome 
1b  more  dtclar'd  by  what  it  gives  away  PiusATCb^ 

Then  what  it  holds.  But  thefe  are  ftill  our  o^li^ 

And  ( leopatra  Romes  defer ving  friend. 

CA. 

J cannot  choofe  but  think  how  fit  a ftate 
Tor  CleepAtra  Cyprus  Kingdome  is  ; 

And  fhall  believe  that  it  was  ominous 

That  nbhit  fuUui  Ctefar  after  all 

Thofe  foure  rich  triumphs  which  he  held  at  Ronl^  y 

When  he  refolvM  w.ith  like  magnificence 

To  build  a Temple  to  the  Goddefle 

Prom  whom  his  houfe  derive  theirpedigree. 

Within  his  {lately  Temple,  to  exprefle 

The  Image  of  that  Goddefle,  he  fet  up 
Pair  Clenpztyaei  figure  in  thfe  place 
Siippnfing  her  to  be  the  Qi)een  of  Love* 

Tbu  know  my  Lord  AntoniuSjthis  is  tfuCa,  * 

And  Cyprus  ever  was  fair  lie. 

AN.  ^ ^ 

»Twas  well  obferv’d  noble  Cauldiiid* 

CA.  ^ _ • 

Pill  me  fome  wine.  Health  to  the  Cyprian 
• AN. 

prink  it  to  me  and T thank  ihec.. 

La  round,my  fuends^  CLE^ 


ii 


©/Cleopatra*  ’ 

CLE. 

I ever  thought 

My  felf  much  bound  to  brave  Cantd'iui 
Since  I was  happy  in  his  company. 

AN. 

How  fit  it  is,  no  other  Cfprian  Queen, 

But  C/eopatn  ihall  the  P©cts  know, 

Whofe  ftncics  now  fhallraife  that  Kingdome  higher*  ' 
More  amorous  now  will  pMpbos  mountains  (how. 

And  all  thole  flowery  Meads,  the  Fields  of  love. 

Ore  which  no  wmdes  but  Weftern  ever  blow*. 

The  aire  it  felf  will  yield  a fwcecer  breath 
While  CleofaiYti  rcignes  the  Cyprian  Queen. 

PLA. 

How  amorous  in  his  language  he  is  grown. 

TI. 

The  times,  I fear  Mtnutm^  will  require 
A rougher  language  (hortly.  We  (hall  heare 
AfToon  as  any  news  can  come  from  Rome* 

AN. 

But  long  ago  was  I enforc’d  to  know 

That  CliOpitra  was  the  Queen  of  love,  ; 

When  firli  I met  thee  in  Cilicia, , 

And  down  the  filver  flream  of  CjdnWy  thou 
In  Venrn  fliape  cr'm’ft  fayling, while  the  aire 
Was  raviflfd  with  thy  Mufick,and  the  windes 
In  a.norous  gales  did  kifle-  thy  lilken  fayls. 

Thy  maids  fn  Graces  habits  did  attend, 

And  boys,like  C^pids^  painted  quivers  bore,  , 

While  thoufand  Cupidi  in  thofe  ftarry  eyes 
Stood  ready  drawn  to  wound  the  ftouteft  heart?» 

CL£. 

You  came  Ike  ^iars  himfeif  in  threatning  arms 
To  mine  me,  tnd  my  poor  Coantry  then. 

1 turk  that  fhape,  bccaufe  I knew  no  ftrength  i 
No  power  on  earcli  was  able  to  refift 
The  conquering  fury  of  ANj 


The  TftmAie 

AN. 

That  face  of  thine  refiftcd  me,  and  did 
So  fwectly  conquer,  I was  proud  to  yields 
.And  more  rejoyc*d  in  that  captivity, 

Then  any  Roman  in  a triumph  did.  Ejitr  Hipparchus. 
How  now,  what  news  with  thee  ? 

HIP. 

Letters  from  Rome,  my  Lord. 

AN, 

Prom  whom  ? 

^ HIP.: 

AN. 

To  morrow  weell  perufe  them.  No  affairs 
©f  what  import  or  height  fo  ere,ihall  have 
Power  to  diilurbe  the  plcafures  of  this  night. 

Oar  thcam  to  night  is  love, which  oft  hai  made 
The  Thunderer  himfelf  a while  lay  by 
The  weary  burden  of  his  government* 

Come  lead  away. 

'‘Twerc  fit  to  read  them  nowj 
None  knows  what  gain  a little  time  may  bt 
AN. 

Tfou  may  perufe  them  lead  away. 

Mawnt  Titius  , Piancus^ 

Can,  no  affairs  of  what  import  fo  ere 

Break  one  nights  pie afure^  wtll 

The  toiteiipg  ftate  thouholdftjmuft  be  fupported 

By  nobler  vetuKS,  or  it  cannot  ftand. 

PLA.. 

CypruSjPhcenice^oeloryria, 

Thrce^wealchy  Kingdoms  got  with  Roman  Hou^ 
And  our  forefathers  valour, given  avvay  . 

As  the  baCe  hire  of  an  adulterous  bed. 

Was  Cyp^Ui  conquer’d  by  the  fober  vertue 
Of  Marm  CatQ^  to  be  thus  be^® w' d ^ Ti» 


Tl; 

This  a&will  pleafe  yong 

PLA. 

’Twill  difplcafe 

The  Sen  ate,  and  Anunm  friends. 

TI. 

Alas, he  knows  not  what  triic  friendlhip  mcanSf 

But  makes  his  friends  his  flaves,  and  which  is  worfc,  ' 

Slaves  to  his  lulls  and  vices  5 could  he  elfc 

Slight  our  advife  fo  ? men,  whom  Rome  has  feco 

Wearing  her  highefi  honours,  and  of  birth 

As  great  as  his*Unleflc  he  change  his  minde 

Ifliall  believe  ray  friendlhip  was  ill  plac’d,  . 

And  ftrivc  to  place  it  better. 

PLA, 

This  laft  aft 

Will  qui  ckly  be  at  R®me.^ 

Thevhave  enough 

Already,  noble  pUmcui^thir)]^.  you  not 
It  will  be  cenfur’d  that  the  Roman  name 
Was  much  difhonour’d  by  that  bafe  furprixe 
Of  Aftmfa(t%  the  Armenian  King?  Plutarch. 

Whom  through  the  ftreetsof  Alexandria 
He  led  in  triumph  bound  with  golden  chains 
Forcing  the  captive  King,  (if  all  his  threats 
Could  have  enforc’d  fo  much)  proilrate  t’ adore. 
Proud  CU&p^tra^  as  jf  all  his  afts. 

And  all  the  honour  of  h4S  armes  were  due  1 

To  her  and  not  to  Rome.  Catvtfim  too  TlutaHb\ 

In  Senate  late  accus’d  him  for  bellowing . 

On  Cleop'itfat\\:\t  fo  farre  renown’d 
And  famous  Library  of  Pergamus, 

Irt  which  there  were  two  hundred  tholifand  Book;. 
Hew  many  fiich  wilde  aftions  have  her  charms 
EnforcMhis  weakneffetQ?  y 


^ The  Tragedie 

PL  A. 

His  Tcftamenr, 

Which  now  at  Rome  the  Veftall  Virgins  kcep^ 

Of  wnich  we  two  are  privy  to  the  fcalmg, 

Should  it  be  known,  would  ftirrc  all  Romans  hate, 
Willing  his  bodie^thoogh  hedy’d  at  Rome,  7)io. 
To  be  interrM  at  Alexandria.  PluUrcb* 

But  if  a warre  ’twi*t  him  and  Cif/dr  grow 
(As  needs  it  muft,  although  not  yet  declar’d) 

For  Ctefiir  now  is  levying  men  and  money 
Through  lt3ly,Spain, France  and  Germany^ 

Againft  what  foe  can  his  defigne  be  bent 
But  our  Avrontu^fif  a warre  I fay 
Twixt  them  fliould  happen,  tell  mc,nobIeTiri»#3 
What  fhould  we  do  ? 

TI, 

Fight  for 

PL  A. 

True  friend,  were  he  himfelf,  or  were  there  hope, 

Or  polTibility  be  could  be  fo. 

Bat  (hall  our  Valour  toile  in  fwcat  and  bloud 
Only  to  gain  a Roman  Monarchy 
For  Ci^opatr^y  and  th’eft'eminate  rout 
Of  bafe  C^nop’4i?  fhall  her  timbrels  fright 
Romes  Capitoll,  and  her  advanced  pride 
Tread  on  the  necks  of  captive  Senators  ? 

Or,  which  is  more,  fhall  th’  earths  Imperiall  feat  Dhi 
Remove  from  Rome  to  AEgypts  fwarthy  fands  ? 

For  who  can  tell  if  mad  Antonius 
Have  promis’d  her,  as  Caiui  Mmu^onct 
Pfomis’dc  the  Swamnites,to  transferre  the  ftate  ? ' 

TI. 

It  may  be  fo,his  dotage  is  er^ough 
To  grant  it  her,  her  pride  enough  to  askc  it.  . 

Mmuttm  P^ancuiy  in  this  whole  difeourfe 
Tboufpcak’ft  my  very  thoughts  no  more, here  comes 

lu- 


o/ClEOP  ATRA.  f 


LucUhUy  whither  fo  faft  ? 


LU. 


Enter  Luciliusi 


My  Lords,  . 

Down  to  the  Fort  to  wait  upon  the  Confuls,  j 

The  Roman  Confuls  both,  Titta  Dfe 

And  Cam  are  from  Rome  arriv’d  ^ SnHoiT 
Here  at  Peluhum,  what  the  matter  is  ! 

Is  not  yet  known,  ^ 

PL  A. 

Wee’ll  go  along  with  thee ; 

This  now  begins  to  look  like  bufinefle,Aiirfliw,  ExewA 

A<Stus  Sccundus. 

Antonius,  Sossius,  Domitius! 
Canidius,  Titius,  Plan-  : 
Gus  f Ventidius% 

AN.  i 

not  thie  place, nor  marble  wals  that  mak6  ^ 
A Senate  lawfull,  or  decrees  of  power,  . 

Bait  convocation  of  the  m^^n  ihemfelves 
'The  facred  order  by  true  Magiftrates, 

Then  Rome  is  here;  here  both  her  Confuls  are. 

Here  are  her  axes,  and  her  fafees  born,  I 

And  no  fmall  number  of  that  facred  order 
Are  here  aiCfting,  when  the  barbarous  Gaul es 
Had  taken  Rome, when  all  the  Senate  fled, 

^ And  With  CamiOHi  their  Diftatcf  then  ^ 


The  Tragedie 

I At  Veli  Uv’d,  Rome  then  at  Veii  was^ 

I As  now  in  ^gypt.Pathers,  know  the  face, 

; Of  your  affembly,  know  year  lawful!  power. 

' Confult,  decree, and  ad  what  ere  may  be 
• Happy,  and  profperous  for  the  Common-wealth. 

SOS. 

Whilft  power  of  liw^whilft  reverence  of  the  Senate^^ . 
And  due  refped  t’  a Gonfuls  dignity 
; Could  give  protedion  to  the  Confuls  perfons 
We  did  maintain  thy  caufc  Anton'm 
Againft  proud  Cf/irs  fadion.  Now  fince  laws 
Are  put  to  filence,  and  the  Senate  forc'd. 

The  Confuls  facred  priviledge  infring’d 
By  rage  ind  iawkffe  armes,wc  are  cxpcil’di 
And  fufFer  baniflimcnt  to  be  reftor  d. 

And  re-indenitt’d  by  thy  conquering  fwordj 
Now  juftly  draw  it.  Fate  approves  thy  caufe, 

And  on  thy  conquefi  fets  a glorious  prize,'^ 

Greater  then  all  thy  former  wars  could  givc^ 

Sextus  Pompem^  Marcue  UpUlui 

Are  ruin  d both,  and  all  competitors 

Are  tane  away;  Fortune  has  left  but  one 

To  (hare  the  world  with  thee;nor  canft  thou  fliarc^ 

The  v/orld  with  him, his  pride  would  barrethy  righ% 

AndCafMrs  glory  dim  Antoniuilighu 

Thou  canft  not  fliinc  unleffe  alone  thou  flxine. 

Or  all  the  world,or  nothing  muft  be  thinea 

noM. 

The  ConfiiIfhip,that  was  deCgn'd  to  thee,  Pi? 
The  Senate  have  revoked,  and  decree 
’Gainft  C^eep^tt^fa  W3rre,but  meant  ’gainft  thee..; 

What  would  their  mahcc  dare  AntomuSf 
Had  Fortune  frown’d,  thy  Kings  and  Provinces 
Revolted  from  thee, that  dare  now  provoke 
Thy  growing  fortunes  and  sflifting  Gods  ? 

Their  injury  has  ru^de  thy  quarreUjuft. 


^/'Cleopatra;  |! 

Be  fpeedy  then^and  lofc  no  time  of  aAion : 

SOS. 

C^fiT  is  necdyjhis  Italian  fouldiers  Diali 

Are  apt  to  mutiny  for  want  of  pay,  Ftowwfr.: 

And  might  with  eafe  be  tempted  to  revolt,  i 

CAN. 

We  need  them  not^our  flrengths  are  greater  farre 
Then  Cie/ir  x arc;  our  pratparations  readier. 

Nought  but  delay  can  queftion  our  fucccflcJ  ^ 

Shall  we  decree  the  warre  > ’ 

AN. 

Stay  noble  Romans  ; 

Before  we  publilh  a Decree,  or  fhew 

The  rcafon  our  arms  fo  juftly  tane  5 

Weigh  but  with  me  the  means  and  flrength  we  ha^.  1 

Know  worthy  friends  it  is  no  defperate  warre  i 

Your  valours  are  engag’d  injbricfly  thus  r 

Our  Roman  flrength  is  nineteen  Legions. 

T cn  Kings  in  perfon  will  attend  our  Camp  t . ,1 

The  Kings  of  Africk,Comagena,,Thra€CV 
Upper  Cilicia, Paphlagonia, 

Of  Cappadocia, PoniuSiPalarftinc, 

Of  rich  Arabia, and  Galatia. 

Our  flrength  at  Sea  five  hundred  fighting  (h!pS 
Well  rigg’d  and  mann  d;our  treafurics  are  full  5 
And  twenty  thoufand  talents  to  the  warre 
Does  freely  contribute. 

- Why  fpeak  I moreHhe  Crown  of  all  my  ftrength,;- 
. Your  loves  and  fpirits  are.  The  injuries 
! On  which  we  ground  our  juft  and  lawfall  warre,  J 
Are  briefly  the (e.  ffif/lir  un juftly  holds  ^ ■ 

i Tkofe  Provinces,and  armies  all,that  late  Pw. : 

I Belong’d  to  Pom^ej  and  to  upiAus  TMarch.  - 

j Refufing  to  divide  them,  or  deliver 
The  moity  which  appertains  to  me 
I Though  oft  demanded  by  my  friends  at  Rome,  - 

And  ^5 


TbeTra^edie 

And  letters  from  my  felfbcfidcs  he  levies 
Both  men  and  money  ore  all  Italy, 

Which  country,  as  you  know,  by  our  agreement 
Belongs  to  both,  and  fliould  be  held  in  common. 

TI. 

Moil  true. 

CA. 

Thcfe  wrongs  arc  pad  all  fufferance. 

Thy  warre  is  but  defenfive,  to  regain 
Tkine  own  unjuftly  taken. 

DOM. 

The  warre’s  juft. 

soss. 

And  C^fw  the  beginner  of  thcfe  broyls 

From  whom  the  wrong  firft  fprung,  mofl  juftly  may 

Be  judg'd  an  enemy  to  the  peace  of  Rome. 

AN. 

If  Fortune  aid  us  in  a canfc  fo  juft. 

And  we  rciutn  vidorious,  noble  Romans, 

1 make  a vow,  and  let  it  be  recorded,  j 

Within  two  moncths  after  the  warre  is  ended,  Pis. 
I will  lay  down  the  government  I hold. 

And  freely  then  refigne  my  power  again 
Unto  the  Senate  and  the  people  of  Rome. 

SoSS. 

Let  it  be  fix  moneths  rather;  for  two  moneths 
Will  be  too  ihorc  a time  to  fettle  it. 

DOM. 

fpeaks  well,  my  Lord. 

ant. 

Let  it  be  fo, 

And  all  the  Gods  aflift  me  as  I mean 
A j uft  and  true  performance. 

CA. 

All  the  Gods 

Preferve  Antonm  father  of  his  Country. 

OMN. 


o/ Cleopatra. 

OMN* 

Author  and  Champion  of  our  liberty, 

Extuftt,mantnt  Titius^PlancusI- 
TI. 

Let  them  believe  that  lift;  for  me,  I rfiink 
The  rcfignation  of  a power  fo  great 
Will  be  a temperance  too  great  for  him 
Ere  to  expreffe. 

PLA. 

Or  if  he  would,  he  mud 

Asfce  leave  of  Cieopatraj  zni  her  pride 

Will  hardlj  grant  him  that.  ] 

Nor  will  I fight 

To  make  her  Miflris  of  the  world  and  him. 

Have  you  confider’d,  noble  friend  of  what 
We  lately  fpakc  ? 

PLA. 

And  am  refolved  jifjfw. 

The  friends  and  followcri  we  fliall  bring  with  us 
Will  make  us  welcome  guefts  to  fide. 

It  feems  the  City  favours  Cxfar  much 

That  both  the  Confuls  fled  from  Rome  for  fear# 

‘ Nor  is  our  aftion  bafe;  the  fcorns  and  wrongs 
We  have  endur’d  at  CiigpairMes  hands  Vlutguh* 

Would  tempt  a moyle  to  fury, and  both  fidcs 
Stand  eqnall  yet. 

TI. 

Come  let’s  away^tis  time. 

PLA. 

.ffgypt  farewell. 

TI. 

Farewell  Amoniw.  Exeunt. 


Ss. 


r 


The  Tragedie 


Seieucus,  Giaucus. 


Se. 


How  fuddenly  the  Scene  is  changed  here 
From  love  and  banquets  to  the  rough  ala»ms  ^ 

And  threatning  noitc  of  warre  I 

The  change,  SeUuciu 
Is  not  fo  fuddain  as  you  fpeak ; this  florm 
Has  been  expeded  long*,  the  two  great  Lords 
Of  all  the  Roman  world,  Antonm 
And  Cafax  have  in  heart  been  enemies 
Thcfe  many  yeers;  and  every  man  has  wonder’d 
*T  has  been  withheld  fo  long,  confidering 
How  much  complaining  has  been  daily  made 
By  them,their  friends,and  faftions  ’gainft  each  other: 
Whofe  caufe  is  jullell  let  the  Gods  determine« 

SE, 

No  other  jufticc  then  ambition 
Makes  them  to  draw  their  fwords^o  other  eaule 
Then  that  the  world  cannot  endure  two  Suns* 

GLA. 

The  thing  that  troubles  m^yStkuem,  is 
I hear  it  fpoken  in  the  Court,  the  Queen 
Her  fclf  in  perfon  will  aflociate 
Antonm  to  the  warre. 

SE. 

T hear  that  rumour  > 

But  hope  it  is  not  true,  how  nakedly 
And  in  what  great  confufion  would  this  land 
Be  left  1 and  what  addition  can  her  perfon 
Among  fo  many  Roman  Legions 
Bring  to  AntsmuA  ? 

GLA. 

Let  us  enquire 

The  certainty;  I fain  would  be  refolv’d. 


(9/  C LEOP  ATRAi 

SE.  ' 

I on  necefOty  muft  know, before 
The  Queen  can  go,  that  order  may  be  taken 
About  the  Fort  I keep,  what  ftrength  flic  means 
To  leave  within  it  in  her  abfence. 

GLA. 

True, 

That  reafon  will  excufe  thee  for  enquiring,  EKiurJt* 

Cleopatra,  Canidius. 

CLE. 

Noble  Canidm^  I’ll  entruft  no  more. 

Nor  life  more  circumflanccsj  for  I know 
To  whom  Ihavereferr’dmy  bufinefle, 

And  iruft  your  wifdome. 

CA. 

Royall  Cleopatra^ 

I am  fo  fortify’d  v^th  reafons  now  I plutgrchs 

That  maugre  and  Domitm 

With  all  their  bell  perfwafions,  I’M  prcvaile 

You  lhail  not  flay  behinde^  fear  it  not  Madam. 

CLE, 

Brave  Roman,wearthi$  jcwell  for*  my  fake  5 
And  be  poRell  of  Cleopatraes  love. 

Second  my  fuit,  there  lies  not  in  my  power 
A thing  to  grant  1 fliould  deny  Cariitlm. 

CA. 

The  favours,  Madam^you  can  give,  have  power 
T’  oblige  the  greatell  Monarchs  of  the  World. 

CLE, 

Be  ready,worthy  friendjhe’ll  firaight  be  hcre.Exi^  Can. 
None  but  Canid'm  has  the  power  to  work 
^ntoniKA  in  this  adion,  which  the  reft 
‘ Will  all  oppofe,!  kna wj  a thing  on  which 
My  ftate,my  hopes, and  fortunes  all  depend# 

He 


TheTra^edic 

He  rauft  perfwade  Antonm  to  take 
Me  with  him  to  the  warrej  for  if  I flay 
Behinde  him  here, I run  a defperate  hazard ; 

For  fliould  OS^ivia  enterpofe  her  feif 
In  this  great  warre  (as  once  before  fhe  di^i) 

And  make  her  brother,  and  her  husband  friends 
Wher’s  Cleopitra  then?  but  here  he  comes. 

AnTONIUS,  CX£0PATRA. 

AN. 

Sweet  Cleifitriiy  I fhould  plead  cxcufc 
For  leaving  thee  awhile,  but  that  the  caufc 
Is  of  a nature  fo  immenfe  and  high. 

And  brings  efFefts  of  fuch  advantage  home. 

That  thou  I know  art  pleas’d  it  fliould  be  fo  5 
And  with  a patience  canft  refolve  to  bear 
' So  fmall  an  abfence,  that  my  wifti’d  return 
May  call  thee  miflris  of  the  uibjed  world. 

CLE. 

Cannot  Antmtu  then  be  fortunate 
I If  Cleepdira  go?  is  there  in  me 

So  bad  an  Omen?  did  I think  there  were. 

Not  for  the  world  would  I defire  to  bear 
You  company  but  rather  die  at  home. 

AN. 

Farre  arc  my  thoughts  from  giving  entertainmeiist 
To  fuch  fond  dreams.  I would  not  venture  thee. 

cle. 

My  life  and  fortunes  both  depend  on  yours. 

As  much  in  iEgypt  will  my  danger  be, 

As  in  your  army,  and  my  torment  more, 

To  die  each  houre  for  fearer  and  to  remain 
In  fad  fufpcnce  till  melTcngers  can  bring 
The  news  fo  farre:  but  if  my  company 
Diflaft  my  Lord,  I cannot  wifla  his  grief. 

* 


«»/  C LEOP  ATRA. 

AN. 

Can  CUfpitra  think  her  heavenly  prefence. 

Can  be  diftaftfull,or  not  valued  more 
Then  all  joys  elfej  parted  from,  thee  1 think, 

All  places  fad, all  lands  difconfolatc, 

Before  this  life  I pri^e  thy  company. 

But  mufl  not  have  it  now ^ do  not  entreat  i 
* I have  deny^d  it  to  my  felf  already. 

And  in  the  Camp  ihould  be  afliam’d  to  rife 
From  CUepatraes  arms, when  wars  rough  nolle 
Shakes  all  the  world,when  Kings  and  Senators 
Are  venturing  lives  and  fortunes  in  my  fervice. 

Oh  ftay  behinde!  and  let  thy  prefence  make 
AEgypt  a place,  to  which  I would  dclire 
}f  Ctefai s fortune  conquer, to  retire. 

CLE. 

If  that  fliould  happen  (which  the  Gods  avert) 

What  land,  alas! could  comfort  me,or  lend 
A fafe  retreat  to  vanquifhM  Jinton)  ? 

Thou  would'ft  difdain  to  draw  a wretched  breath, 

! And  I as  much  fhould  fcorn  captivity. 

But  I had  thought  the  Roman  Antony 
Had  lov’d  fo  great  a Queen  with  nobler  love  j 
Not  as  the  pleafure  of  his  wanton  bed 
Or  miftris  only  of  fomc  loofer  hourcs. 

But  as  a partner  in  his  higheft  cares, 

And  one  whofe  foul  he  thought  were  fit  to  fharc 
In  all  his  dangers,  all  his  deeds  of  honour. 

! Without  that  love  I fliould  difdain  the  other. 

AN. 

, Do  not  mifiakc  me,  noble  Queen,  I know 
Thy  breft  is  full  of  high  heroike  worth. 

CLE. 

How  can  you  think  it  fo,  that  could  fo  long 
In  times  of  peace  and  pleafure  recreate 
' Your  felf  with  me  in  AEgype  Courts  yet  now  ’ 

! ^ When 


*The  Tragedic 


I f When  honour  calls^  rejeft  my  company  ? 

AN. 


I Should  dcHre  it  rather  then  my  lifej 
' ^ But  that  my  Roman  friends  arc  all  againft 


E««r  Sossius,Domxtxus,Canidius. 
See  here  they  come,  if  they  agree  tis  done. 

Now  noble  friends  on  whofc  oraculous  counfels 
f And  matchlefle  valour  my  whole  fate  depends, 
f Speak  what  you  think,  fhouldC/wp4/r4go 
riaperfon  to  the  warre,  or  flay  bchinde  ? 

SO. 


V I have  delivered  my  opinion. 


4 Andfo  has  my  Colleague 


' What  thinks  CmiUa  ? 


AN. 


CA, 


I 1 1 think  tis  fit,my  Lord,the  Queen,  whole  bounty 
V Has  brought  fo  great  afliftance  to  the  warre, 

L f Should  not  be  left  behinde,  befides  her  prefence 
f I^Vill  much  encourage  her  Egyptian  fouldicrs, 

^ I Of  which  a great  part  of  the  fleet  conlifts.  Fktmb. 

AN. 

/LTistrue^(i»id/«^. 

^ CLE. 

?Letnotmyfex 

i Difparage  me,  for  which  of  all  thofe  Kings 
. That  now  in  perfbn  ftrve  Avtouhid 

[ Have  more  experience  in  affairs  of  weight 
Then  I,  my  Lord, which  have  fo  long  been  privy 
. To  your  hi^  counfels,  and  in  love  to  you 
And  your  defighes  who  fliould  compare  with  me? 

AN. 

^ What  think  you  friends?you  heare 
DOM. 

h?^^f  you  be  pleased, I willfubftribe. 

- ... 


ofChEOVhrKAl 

SOS. 

And  I, 

Since  things  go  fo. 

CL£t 

My  wifhes  are  cffcftcd. 

AN. 

TitiuSy  and  pUncm  are  both  fled  to  C^[iY. 

CAN. 

You  fhall  not  need  their  help  my  Lord,  at  all. 

AN. 

Come  Jet’s  away. 

CLE. 

My  ftrengths  are  ready  all, 

And  wait  but  your  command. 

AN. 

Spoke  like  Settotia^ 

Cmdmy  return  you  to  yonr  charge  * 

And  bring thofc  (Ixtecn  Cohorts  down  to  feaj  vhixuhm 
Meet  me  at  Samos  with  them^both  the  Confuls 
Shall  go  along  with  me. Great  Father  M&riy 
‘ And  all  you  Gods, that  from  the  skies  behold 
i The  Roman  labours, whofc  propitious  aid  , 

j Advanc’d  my  fortunes  to  fo  great  an  height. 

Make  perfe^  thaf,which  you  your  felvcs  begun.’ 

This  is  the  fwords  laft  work,  the  judging  houre 
Of  Nations  fates,of  mine  and  Cafat  % power. 

"On  which  the  ftars  and  deftinies  attend. 

And  all  the  fortunes  of  Mankindc  depend. 

Achoreus. 

What  dire  portents  fent  from  the  wrathfull  Gods'? 

' Threaten  th’aftonifliM  world  ? What  plagues  arc  thofc 
Which  in  the  skies  prodigious  face  I read  ? 

[ Tumultuoin  Nature  teems  with  monftrous  births, 

, As  if  the  throws  would  break  her  labouring  wombe..  ' 
\ - C ' Wlfst 


T:heTragsdu' 

'What  ruine  lefie  then  Cbm  fhall  involve 
The  mourning  face  of  Naturer  what  greatfate, 

What  kinde  of  mifehief  is  it  ? oh  ye  Gods, 

Why  did  you  addeto  wretched  men  a care 
Sopaft  their  ftrength  to  bear,ta  let  them  know 
By  fad  prefages  their  enfuing  woe  ? 

Unknown  and  fectet  let  your  vengeance  be,  > 

And  none  forefee  their  following  miferyj 
Bufhopeas  vvellasfear.  ^ec^ehide  tfey  doomsi 
Keep  fliutjoh  fates,  your  adamantine  books  I 
Let  not  the  bainfull  curiofity 
Of  humane  knowledge  fearch  your  fecret  couafels. 
And  read  your  purpores,to  nouriihfo 
A killing  fear  before  the'danger  gtow*  . ^ 

Untit  Seleucus  , Glaucus. 

Se.  - 

That  Comet's  gone. 

GLA*  1 

It  mov'd  direftly  upward,  . . - 

And  did  not  vanifh  till  it  feem’d  to  reach  > i Dh* 

The  firmament. 

ACH. 

What  talk  you  of  my  fonnes? 

GLA. 

That  Comet.father^ore  the  Gi^arcian  Sea. 

' . ACH., 

It  was  a ftrange  one  both  for  form  and  greatnefle, 

And  bodes  Tome  mifehief  wherfoere  it  light. 

Tkc  Gods  avert  it  from  our  i5.gypts  coalt. 

SE-.  ' 

Pin?7mt0Sc(:rpmh^diccdycdncws  i £ 

Th at  Italy  and  Rome  kfilf  are  filfd  . > , r ! . . ' 

¥/irh!protiigies;  an  ugly  Ovvle  of  Irate  , ■ : ' ' . • 
j?i-d  G.y  into  the  houfe  of  CofidOi'Lfiffi^  , '* 

Phenice-- 


o/Cl  E O AT  R A, 

liThcnce  being  driven  away  it  pearch’d  again 
i Within  the  Temple  of  the  peoples  Gmm, 

I There, though  all  ftriv'd,it  neither  could  be  caught,  • 
i Kor  driven  away, but  flew  at  Icifure  out.  , 

A facred  Trophey  on  Mount  Aventme, 

Image  on  the  Theater 

Byfuddaintempeflt  were  thrown  down  and  broken. 
GLA. 

In  Rome  and  other  parts  of  Italy 
I Sudden  and  flrangely  kindled  fires  h<ive  done  ♦ . 
Excecding  waftc;  and  we  are  cei-ttfi'J  : ; 

That  now  Sicilian  iEma  nourilhes 
More  horrid  flames  then  ufually  it  docs, 

And  farther  cafts  his  fcorching  entrails  forth, 

Bhfling  the  fields  and  burning  up  the  corn. 

SE. 

A two-legg’d  Dragon  in  Eti’iiria  2)/V, 

Full  fourfeore  foot  in  length  was  lately  feen, 

Which  after  much  annoyance  of  the  Coiihtry 
It  felf  with  lightning  was  confuin  d at  lail. 

Butchefe  portents  do  threaten  Italy. 

ACH. 

Ahs,  my  fonne, there  need  no  prodigies 
To  (hew  the  certain  lofle  of  Italy. 

For  on  both  fides  do  Roman  Eagles  fland. 

And  Rome  muft  bleed  who  ere  be  conqueroiir, 
iRcfidcs  her  liberty  for  ever  lofl 
When  this  fad  field  is  fought:but  that’s  n9t  ;\1],  . , 

What  clime  fo  farre, what  region  fo  remote, 

: But  that  the  Roman  fortune  reaches  thither  ? j 

1 All  nations  fharc  in  this. 

I GLA.  ) 

I What  haft  thou  got  : 

^ By  all  thy  conqueft  Rome,  by  all  riic  bloud 
Which  thy  ambicioa  ihroagh  the  world  has  fired,  ‘ 

But  rais’d  a power,  winch  now  thou  cardl  nocrnlc, 

“C  2, 


*Tbe  TrageMe 

Nourifli  d a Lion  to  dcvourc  thy  felf  ? 

SE. 

tVouId  none  but  Roman  bloud  might  quench  the  fire 
Of  Romes  diflentions^and  no  land  befide 
®e  forc’d  to  pay  the  forfeit  of  their  pride. 

IVith  cvill  Omin  did  iEncas  firft 
.Tranfport  the  reliques  of  Troyes  fatall  fire 
To  Italy, that  kindled  greater  there 
It  might  at  laft  like  lightning  through  the  world 
Rend  every  Nation.  Was  it  not  enough, 

{Shat  firft  your  conquefts  ftrew’d  the  earth  with  flaugh- 
"And  dyM  all  Regions  with  their  natives  blouds,  (ter, 
But  your  difl'cntions  ftill  muft  tear  the  world  ? 

ACHO. 

I’ll  go  within,  and  make  an  offering 
T o great  Ofris,  Exit  Achotcus# 

GLA. 

Well  may  it  fucceed. 

JEgypt  Will  flourifli  if  Antonxwi  conquer^  | 

SE.  j 

I f be  fliould  fall, the  fury  of  the  warre  | 

Would  light  on  iS-gypt  mofl,and  we  fhoiild  rue  j 

{That  ere  Antonm  lov’d  this  hapkfle  land. 

Enter  Mardio. 

Oh  Gentlemen^thc  flrongeft  news, that  ere  H 

Was  feen  in  itgypt,  j 

GLA, 

Wliat’sthat  Mardh?  I 

MAR.  I 

'Thoufands  of  people  with  affonifhmcnt 
And  fear  beheld  it:on  thofe  friiitfull  plains 
That  Southward  ly  from  Alexandria, 

Where  never  rain  was  known  to  fall  before,  Did. 

Tc  rain’d  whole  fliowers  ©f  bload,  whofc  colour  fet 


o/ClEOP  ATRAi  . 

A purple  Jie  upon  thofe  verdant  fields ; 

And  in  the  clouds  that  horrid  noife  v/as  heat'd 
That  meeting  armies  make,  beating  of  drumsJ 
Shrill  trumpets  found, armor  againft  armor  clafldng,  ^ ^ j 
As  if  the  bloud  that  fdl, dropp’d  from  the  wounds  Dk»' 
Thofe  aery  batcails  made, 

GLA. 

This  is  more  ftrangc 

Then  all  the  reftuhis  is  our  own  SeUuCfii* 

SB.  I 

Well  Gentlemen,  1*11  to  Pelufiuna, 

And  fortifie  the  town  to  keep  our  foes. 

If  foes  be  couqucrourSjfrom  entring  there. 

GLA. 

Ycs,.and  our  friends,  if  they  be  vanquiihed, 

Keep  out  our  friends,  Sdencui^  if  their  prefence 
May  pluck  a warre,aBd  raine  on  our  heads. 

SE. 

As  there’s  occafion  wee’ll  determine  that.  , 

K,  ' 

Enter  Achoheus. 

Avert  your  anget,  Gods,  if  all  too  late 
Our  prayers  came  not  now. 

GLA. 

What  is  it  father  ? 

Your  looks, I fee, arc  full  of  ruth  and  waJ 
ACHO. 

Ah  wretched  iEgyjpt,  ah  unhappy  land 
In  what  haft  thou  fo  ftor’d  the  wrath  of  heaven  ? 

The  grieved  God  refus’d  his  offering 
Bellowing  aloud  that  all  the  Temple  tung. 

And  from  his  facred  eys  the  tears  run  down* 

Would  I could  contradid,  or  not  bekevc 
The  skill  which  fureft  obfervations  teacho 
This  fignifics  a change  of  govcrnitient. 

c I n; 


S 


The  Tragedie 


GLA. 

What  heaven  is  pleasM  to  fend, we  much  endure 
AGO. 

Trui  fonne;  and  let  a wife  man  place  his  flrengthS' 
Wicfun  himfclf^  nor  trull  to  outward  aids. 


B.<5ius  Tertius. 


Ente^r  Pinnarius  Scakpus 
witkSouJdim, 


riN, 


^Is  net  worthy  fouldicrs. 

But  Rome  bcrfelf  to  whom  you  owe  your  valours. 
What  he  could  claim, you  have  perform'd  already; 
And  ferv’d  him  truly,  whilfthie  was  to  you  ' 

A Generali,  to  Rome  a Si agiftraFe. 

Y^u  are  cliicharg‘‘dfrom:aliiobcdicnce 
You  6w’d  to  him,By  fate  ft  felfjaiid  may 
Nay, ought  to  follow  him,whohi  Roman  fates 
A ppoint  your  Gen  erall, the  noble  C^efar 
Great  heir,  nocto  his  name  alone 
Ihit  fpirit  and  fortunes,  which  have  both  appear’d 
Jn  this  To  great  and-finall  a defeat 
Given  to  Jntonim*  Before  we Jmew  not 


To 


G LBOP  A tr  a; 

To  whom  the  Gods  and  Fortune  had  aflign’d 
Our  fervicc  fouldicrs;  now  they  have  declar’d* 

And  let  us  follow  where  they  pJeafe  to  lead* 

For  faith  is  impious  ftriving  to  fuflain 

That  fide,  whofe  fall  the  Gods  themfelvcs  ordain. 

SOL. 

e^fgr,Cdfar^C^far. 

PIN. 

Your  judgments  guide  you  right^for  could  you  think  ’ 

Sofmallaftrcngth  as  ourscouldraifc  agt|Si 

The  defpenate  ftate  of  fain 

Under  whofe  rtiine  all  tbqfe  legions  funk  ? 

What  madneffe  were  :it,  fouidiers  to/preferre- 
A hopelefle  civill  vvarre  before  the  weal 
And  peace  of  Rome?  and  defperatly  provoke 
The  pro^erous  fortunes  of  vi<^oriou& 

I have  aiready  to  G©r»c//A»  : li  ^ 

By  letter  (ignify-y  Du<ripwrpQres:*  , " . ] . 

VVho  fent  B*omCiC/4f  nQw.isrm^Khihg  KiiJK:V>  . 

To  joyn  his  ftre’ngth  ^ 

Gwte  notice  of  his-eoinni'ing. 

£ .W!  C 

w I ii..  . 

Hail  r\nnmm»  i:\  ' - 

TIN.;  , 

A\i\\7i\\XoYntlnti 

MoB  wifli’d  for,  an  raoft  happily  arriv'd 
Ac  par^eednium. 

GAL.r,  . . 

Vidorious  Gif/flr; 

With  love  and  favour  greets  Pinnuxm 
Ctefar,  then  whom  (he  world  acknowledges 
No  other  povver  j whom  Fortune  now  has  made 
Sole  Lord  of  all. 

C 4 PL 


The  Tragedie 

fi. 

Jjaidmyfouldlcirs 

With  Parxtonium  arc  at  C^fxri  fcrvicc# 

Whithcr’s  fled  ? 

GAL. 

Hitherto  itgypt 
V^iih^ieffpstra  ^’Twas  a viftory 
So  flrangely  given  away,  as  not  the  like 
In  former  times  I think  has  ere  been  heard; 

On  which  c/fecially  fo  great  a price 
As  the  folc  fway  of  all  the  world  depended. 

The  Fleets  encountred  both,  while  with  the  Camps 
On  either  ihore  Aood  to  behold  the  fight, 

Heer  the  Casfarian,  there  the  Antonian  Fleet 
With  equall  hopes  came  on, with  fury  cqaall. 

And'long  maintain’d  a fliarpe  and  crucll  fighr> 

With  mutuairflaughter,  while  the  Occam  facc^ 

,4Vas  forc’d  to  lofe  bis  colour,and  rceive 
A crimfon  die.  The  ihips  A^tonm  had 
Were  tall, and  flowly  did  like  Caftlcs  motei 
B ut  Cafirs  fmall,yet  quick  and  adive,  ftirr’d 
On  every  fide  with  all  advantages.  ¥lorud» 

Long  fortune  doubted,  and  bright  viftory  PiMtmb* 
Knew  not  which  way  to  lean,  biu  kept  them  both 
In  equall  ballance;till^»/s»itfj 

Himfelf  at  lafl  betray’d  his  glorious  hopes.  j 

For  when  his  Miflris  CUapttttik  fled,  Vlut^th*  j 

Although  a while  within  his  manly  breaft 
The  Roma  n honour  ftrove  ’gainft  wanton  love,F/sr#^l* 
Love  gottheconqueft,and  Antmm 
Fled  after  hcr,leavinghis  fouldiers  there  l 

To  fell  their  lives  in  vainj  who  many  houres 
Though  he  were  fled,  made  good  the  navall  fight. 

And  had  Anttnm  flay’d,  it  may  be  fear’ d 
C^faY  had  not  prevaii’dtat  lafl  the  Fleet 
Wanting  their  Admirall,tl^ugh  mot  without 

Much 


©/Cleopatra.' 

Much  flaughtcr,  fled, or  yielded  all  to 

PIN. 

But  what  became  of  all  his  flrength  on  land  ? 

GAL. 

Nay,there’sthc  wondcTjthcrc’s  Anmm  madncfie> 

Andfuch  a madncfle  as  will  flrike  araaiement 

To  all  that  hearc  it  toldrafterhis  flight 

He  nerc  return’d,though  in  the  canape  he  had 

Under  the  condud  of  CmhuUus 

And  other  Captains  nineteen  legions 

Frefti  and  unfoiight,  which  might  with  reafon  hope 

Had  he  been  there, to  have  recover’d  all. 

They  ftill  remayn’d  cncatnpedjand  though  oft 

Sollicited  by  Cafgr  to  revolt 

Were  kept  from  yielding, by  C^xidiu^ 

In  hope  of  Antonyms  return.  Untill 

CaniAm  fearing  his  own  fouldiers  minds  PktiPfilK 

And  anger  fled  away  by  night. 

They  then  defpairing  yielded  all  to 
Who  by  this  time  I think’s  arriv’d  in  i$.gjpt«. 

About  Pelufium, 

pi; 

Will  you  view  the  town  ? 

GAL. 

With  all  my  heart, noble 

Eff/ir  CxsAR  , Agrippa  , TitiuSjPian-i 
cus,  Thyreus,  EPAPHRODX*- 
tus,Proculeius, 

Car. 

Jnmhu  then  with  €k$fstrAS  fled  ^ 

To  Alexandria. 

AGR. 


C:S 


'Tis  certain,  Cafar^ 


' ^ the  T^metU 

phA; 

Tkcy  fay  the  v^nquifliM  Qaeeh  mofi:  cunningly:  . i)}o^ 

( F e^Vi Dg  It  feemsyto  be  exd uded  elfe 

rrom.b^:r  pwn  Kingdome)*fainM  her  felf.viftorious. 

Landing  m i®.gypt  with  triumphant  fongs 

Her  fliips  all  crown’d  with  Iaurell,tOr  deceive 

The  credulous  people:  where  being  enter  d once 

She.  leaves; unp/a&s’d  no  fitange  tyranny  5 , 

Andjjs  we  hear,  to  win  the  PaVthin  King 

Unto  her  fide,  beheaded  Artavsfdes  Dior 

King  of  Armenia,  and  the  Parthivins  fo. 

Who  was  her  prifoner,  that 
Whom  Afttbony  fo  bafely  bad  furprts’d. 

Tl. 

"twere  fit  to  take  Pelufium 
B Tore  we  march  to  Alexandri-ao  ^ 

• ’ ^ Cx.  , 

’Tvvas  our  jiitentj  good  hot  to  leaue 

A town  of  thdt  impo’rt  b^hinde  our  backs; 

I GoPriJC4#/^«4,fiTmmonir,and  know 

i WLe  her  the  Governour  will  yield  or  no^-  E<ih?roCo 

j' . enter  Sirvxnf. 

: 'What  ne  ws  with  thee  ? 

j . 

I C'<e/i2f^,‘h*m€lfehger 

1 ITom  frames  admP^^ 

rjripghim. 

j Efiter  E'uphronius. 

i Queen  Cletpm  to  great  r*e/tfy  wiflics.^  - 

I AU  heskh  and  viftorysatid  humbly  profiers 

' and  al!  her  fortunes  to  his  lerVicer  Da.-- 

I of  which  (lie  here  prefents  by  mee  ^ 

^ ^ This. 


o/G^eopatra. 

This  Crown  and  Scepter. 

TI, 

Brave  and  ominous, 

EUP. 

Humbly  entreating  Cafari  noble  favoui 
To  her  and  htrs^the  rcii  of  her  dc fires 
So  pleafe  it  Cicfar  to  perufe  the  fame. 

This  letter  holds. 

PI  A. 

I- warrant  a love-letter. ' ' 

Cx. 

But  tell  me  firft,  where  is  Antdriiia  ? 

EUP. 

ril  truly  tell  (though  it  may  feem  to  fome 

Incredible)  that  great 

A man  of  late  in  cenverfation 

So  free,  and  full  of  jollity,  in  a flrange 

Deep  melancholly  has  retir’d  himfelf  StfoLo. 

To  Pham  Hcj  where  like  Athenian  Timofi,  itb,  i‘7 . 

Who  did  profeffe  a hatred  to  mankindc, 

And  fled  all  company, he  lives  alone  5 
And  on  the  folitary  fliorc  has  built 
A little  houfe  to  fred  his  francike  humour, 

And  imitate  that  T\mn^  life,  whofe  name  * 

He  takes  .unitahimfel  ft  no  friends  at  all, 

Nor  fervartnts  are  admitted  to  his  prefcnce^  * 

But  only  two,  Roman 
And the  Grsecian. 

Cx. 

Not  then  I doubt  the  man 

Grows  weary^of  thefe  worldly  vanities. 

fcT.::;  . , ■ aGR.  • ’ . 

T never  heard  of  filch  ax  charge  as  this.  ' ’ ' 

Give  me  the  letter  i ’llperufrit  '• 


ths  TrageiRc 

AGRiPpA,  Agr.  CsesAR,  rithrt* 

I Caes. 

Here  the  woman  writes 
That  for  her  liberty,  and  to  confirnae 
i The  Crown  of  -^gypt  to  her  felf  and  children 

• T o gratifie  my  favour  ftic  has  hid  Dio, 

\ Within  her  pallace  a great  maflc  of  gold. 

; Unknown 

i AGRI. 

I *Tis  like  ennough, 

Tor  CUoptrMs  rich,  and  long  has  been, 

Bcfidcs  the  faailedge  ftie  laiely  did 
3n  robbing  all  the  Temples  of  the  Godb 
About  thcfe  parts. 

C». 

I would  not  lofe  this  gold. 

Nor  willingly  let  CleopAtro  die 
I Before  ht^r  pcrfcMi  have  adorned  my  triumphs 
AGR* 

That  will  be  hard  to  bring  to  paffe,and  mufi 
i Be  wrought  with  fubiilty:  you  muft  not  fend 

* A threatning  meflage  backs  for  if  you  do. 

All’s  loft,  her  hfe,hcr  gold  and  all  arc  vamih*d, 
Ir'orCltepAiro,  as  in  all  her  a&$ 

’ It  has  appear’d,  is  of  a wondrous  fpirit. 

Of  an  ambition  greater  then  her  fortunes 
Have  ever  been,  though  flie  fo  long  have  fwayM 
! A foveraigaty  ore  half  the  Roman'world, 

Trod  on  the  necks  of  humbled  Kings,  and  ruFd^ 

^ Attoniui  as  her  flaye.hcr  haughty  fpirit 
j Will  never  ftoop  fo  much  as  to  a thought 
f Of  fuch  captivity. 

r 1 do  not  mean 


To 


ff/eLBOPATRA.' 

To  let  her  know  my  minde^or  once  fufpeft 
If  I can  help  it,  but  I have  it  now. 

Thpew  come  hithctil  muft  now  rely. 

Upon  thy  wifdome,cape|and  diligence 
In  an  employment  that  concerns  me  ncerfy/ 

Bur  I am  confidentigo  with  this  fellow  lA$l 

To  Alexandria;  ufe  to  the  Queen  VhtMh* 

Tby  befi  and  moft  peifwahve  Oratory*. 

Tell  her  I love  her,  and  cxtremly  dote 
On  her  admired  beauty,  thou  art  wife 
Ar\d  need^il  no  great  inllrudions;  the  fucceile 
1 do  not  doubt,  the  woman^s  credulous. 

And  thinks  all  men  are  bound  to  be  in  love 
With  that  infnaring  face;  if  thou  perceive/ 

She  will  be  wrought  on,  winne  her  to  betray 
AnUnm  to  my  hand  ? the  way  to  woo  her 
I leave  good  thyrem  to  thy  eloquence 
And  cunning  working  of  itifparc  thy  reply  Id  tuphi 

Bid  him  come  hither*  Commend  my  hcany  love  . 

To  i ieifaira  j bid  her  fear  no  ill 
From  me  at  all.  What  I dcfire  from  her  , 

My  freed  man  ThyrtuA  hascommiffion 
To  utter  to  her  felf.  Efafhtodim^ 

Go  fee  him  well  rewarded* 

EPA.. 

Health  to  Zxiimu  Epa.  eS^  Euphi 

Ea/irTKocuisius. 

The  Govemour  is  flout, and  does  refolve 
To  fland  th’cxtremeft  hazard  of  the  watrc 
Before  he  yield  Pciuflum.  ^ 

Car. 

Itt  him  rue 

His  flubborn  loyalty,  fouldiers  make  ready^^ 

For  the  affawlt  j 'lis  fliamc  fo  feiall  a town  i ' 

” - - — 


The  Tragedie 

should  flay  pur  fortune  in  the  full  carreer.  ExtuvU 

Antonius  d»/^«ij’d%TiMON, 

Here  hurfd  de  1 lie\  thou  gentle  wave  Calli- 
Keefhatefull  man  from  treadingTi-  mahi 
vaovs  grave.  Epigf. 

Reader  he goneyenquire  HO  mere  of  me,  de  Ji- 
jlcHrfettpou  thee  what/eere  thou  he,  monc* 
ANT. 

Good,good;  bhTi»M»j  Athens  nere  could  boaft 
A wife  philofoher  but  thee.  Thou  Icnew’ft 
The  nature  of  all  men,  that  all  were  falfe  ; 

True  Timon,  true, they  are  all  Knaves  indeed. 

Thou  wifely  hat’ft  that  wicked  thing  call’d  man. 
Whom  other  forced  Philofophers  admire, 

And  call  a noble  creature,  and  partaker 
Of  divine  nature : they  were  fools,  fools  Thnov, 

All  other  Sefts  were  fools,  and  I will  follow 
No  feft  but  thincj.I  am  a Timonift. 

That’s  not  enough,  Timm  himfelf  I am. 

Eater  Lucixius,  AkistocRates’.'  ■ 

Tonder  he  fits,  fee  ^ri,yecr(ftei 

How  much  unlike  that  great 

Whofe  perfon  late  fo  many  legions  guarded, 

So  many  Kings  attended  at  their  Lord. 

ART.} 

/ietoniui,  where?  thou'  att  decciv  d 
That’s  ri  w»8,man. 

LIT. 

Howcanfithoujeftatthis'  ■ , .i,- 

This  wofull  paffion,  which  ilbhes- enough 
To  melt  his  foes  and  into  te  ars.: 

ART.  / . 

We  feed  this  fooliflrpafljonjto  g^ye  w-vy,- 


of  C l e o p a t r a. 

And  keep  aloof  thus.  Til  go  to  him. 

AN.  ^ 

Ha!  what  art  thou?  be  gone  I fay  from  me. 

Get  you  to  C4tf$T  man:  I hate  you  all. 

•ARI.  ^ 

I hate  thee,  doll  thou  think ’tis  love 
Has  brought  me  hither?  I am  come  to  vex  thee. 
AN. 

Oh  welcome, what’s  thy  name?  i’ft  AkibUdtt? 

ART. 

Hall  thou  forgot  me  ^ 

ANT. 

Doll  thou  hate  all  men  ? 

ARI. 

Why  doll  thou  think  me  fo  unnatural!  ' 

To  love  a man?  but  may  we  not  love  women  ? 
AN. 

Yes,  they  may  be  belov'd^  provided  always 
That  they  be  falfe. 

ARD: 

True  Tiws??,  wicked  women  I 

May  be  belov’d,  becaufe  they  tuine  men. 

ANT. 

Right,r:ght^and  now  I better  think  upon’t 
I’ilfet  no  gallowfes  or  gibbets  up 
As  1 entended  once,  for  men  to  come 
And  hang  themfeLves,  I’ll  keep  a bawdy  houfe. 
ARI. 

A better  way  by  farre^’twill  ruine  moe, 

I wonder,  Timon^  at  that  foolilli  plot 

That  I have  heard,  that  in  thy  gardens  once 

Jn  Aihens  thou  did’il  fetup  gallowfes 

For  men  in  difeontentto  hang  themfelves.  . .. 

How  fewvthink'll.thou  would  be  fo  mad  to  don^? 

But  to  a wench  they'!!  come,  and  thentlie  office 

That  thou  Unit  have  will  be  of  more  account. 


The  Tragedie 

Pbr  where  hatcyou  a man  of  any  fafbion 
That  now  adays  turncs  hangman  5 but  a Pandar] 

Is  on  cmploynn«nt  that  befits  a Statefman, 

A thing  requires  good  parts  and  gravity. 

Ant. 

IMe  try  that  courfe;  but  tis  too  flow  a plot. 

Oh  for  a fpcedy  way  to  kill  the  world  I 
J have  done  fome what  in  my  days;  my  wars^ 

And  bloudy  battels  were  not  made  in  VairK 
For  I was  once  AntmWy  and  a Romani 
As  in  the  wars  of  Troy  pytbagtfOi 
Before  that  tranfmigraticwi  of  his  fouI|  ^ 

Had  been  Suphofius* 

AN. 

Thou  art  like  him  ftrll. 

ANT. 

And  when  I was  Triumvir  firft  at  RomCi 
AN. 

That  was  a time  indeed^  then  I could  hearc 
Of  thofc  good  deeds,  which  inuft  be  ftill  a comfort 
To  yopr  good  confcicnccs,  though  they  be  paft. 

When  Rome  was  fill’d  with  flaughter  | flowM  with 
bloud. 

But  they  perchance  were  Knaves  that  were  proferib’d^ 
And  might  have  done  more  mifchicf  had  they  liv’d#  , 
AN. 

NO|they  lycre  honefl  menji  look'd  to  that# 

ARL 

was  wcll|and  carefully. 

AN. 

tehold  the  lifl. 

But  one  among  the  reft  moft  comforts  me,  . 

That  talking  fellow  that  us’d 

To  taxe  the  vicious  times,  and  was  fqrfootii 

A lover  of  his  Country. 

' - 


of  Cleopatra; 

ARI. 

Out  uf  on  him. 

Then  he  was  rightly  ferv’ d ; for  is  it  fit 
In  a well  govern’d  ftate  fuch  men  fhould  live 
Aslove  their  Countiy?  had’t  itot  been  fc>r  him 
CMtilhi's  plot  had  thriv’d. 

AN. 

Tis  trnc,rm  fare 

Ciffiir  was  on  that  fide,  he  favour’d  if. 

ART. 

Yes,Cie/2u^underftood  himfelftther’ s hope 
That  this  young  C^far  too  will  prove  as  good 
A Patriot  as  ere  his  father  was. 

ANT. 

He  will  do  reafon  man : he  is  of  nature 
Cruell  cnough^in  that  profeription 
It  did  appear^  but  now  he’ll  reigne  alone* 

ARI. 

Oh  for  fuch  fadions  as  were  then  a foot 
To  rend  the  ftate,  and  fill  the  world  with  fiaughtei^ 
ANT. 

Oh^lcc  me  hug  thee  Akihiadiu 

£mer  Canioxus,  LuciiRis. 

CA. 

Is  that  he  yonder?  wliitfirangc  Aape  is  that  ? 

LU. 

None  talks  with  him  but  Ariflscrates^ 

Who  following  his  ©wn  way,  and  fuiting  juft 
V/ith  his  conceit  thinks  to  reclaim  him  fo. 

CA. 

The  news, that  I Ihall  bring,  will  make  him  worfcj 
And  fright  that  little  reafen  that  is  left 
Quite  from  his  breft. 

LU 


ThtTri^edit 

-.10. 

It cmtiot  Co Cdmdiiiii 

Perchance  to  hear  th’extremity  of  all 

Will  cure  his  fitj  it  c-annot  make  him  worfc. 

For  death  it  felf  were  better  and  more  noblc^ 

CA. 

How  weak  a thing  is  man  that  feats  his  hopes 
In  fortunes  flippery,  and  unconftant  favours. 

And  feeks  no  furer  flrengths  to  guard  his  foul  ? 
Wanting  a ftreng  foundation,  he  is  ftiaken 
With  every  winde^orethrbwn  by  every  ftotm. 

And  whaf  .fo  frequent  as  thofe  ftorms  in  fortune  ^ 
Whofe  faireft  weather  never  bringsv  aflurance 
Of  perpetuity  but  come  wh^t  will 
riltell  him  all, 

LU. 

Do, good 

ANT. 

Well  I am  refolv’d 

I’ll  to  the  wars  again,  and  cither  conquer 
Mine  enemies, or  take  a courfe  to  llarvc 
And  kill  up  my  own  fouldiers,  and  fo  be 
Reveng’d  onfome  body:  One  ofthefe  two 
May  eafily  be^.brought  to  pafl'e^  How  think’fl  thou? 
ARI. 

Ycs,yestbut  lets  to  Court,and  there  confult. 

Mardio. 

See  who  comes  here,  now  for  our  bawdy  projefc. 
Here  is  afervantl  muft  needs  preferre 
Well  vers’d  in  bawdry,  Maftcr  of  the  art. 

' Come  n^er  brave  Marciio,comt,  - 
MAR.  „ 

My  buCnefle 
Is  not  to  youj 


ART 


of  Cl  EO  F atra; 

ART. 

Mark  him  but  mil,  and  tell  me^ 

How  he  would  execute  the  place. 

MAR. 

My  Lord, 

The  Queen  entreats  your  prefence  atthe  Palace, 
The  grieved  Queen,  who  in  your  abfence  pines. 
Who  fuflPers  in  your  grief. 

ARI. 

Well  urg’d  oUEutimh, 

ANT. 

H:  1 what  of  her?  will  flierevolt  to 
MAR. 

She’s  farre  from  that,  my  Lbrd. 

ANT:' 

Whati'fl  he  fays  ?- 

ARL  ] 

He  fays  the  conflitution  of  her  body 
Cannot  hold  out  unlefi'e  you  vifit  her. 

MAR. 

The  Qaecn  Hull  hnow  ir,  Artlhcrates. 

ART. 

Did  you  not  Dy  flic  pin’d  and  languilh’d  Sir, 

And  what’s  the  difference  ? tell  your  tale  yourfelf; 

ant. 

What  does  fhe  fay?  does  fhe  not  hate  me  man  ? 
MAR. 

oh  no  my  Loi'd,fbc  loves  you  as  her  life. 

No  fpite  of  fortune  that  Oie  has  endur’d. 

Or  can  hereafter  fear, grieves  her  fo  much 
As  does  your  abfence  and  flrange  melancholy, 
ART. 

Well  lHardiOy  thou  art  fitteft  for  the  place. 

CAN. 

My  Lord  Antonm  ? 


ANT. 


Thg  Tragedie 

AN. 

Ha!mo  men  upon  us  ? * 

CA. 

I come  to  bring  thee  heavy  news  Antmm, 

The  forces  all,  which  thou  didft  leave  encampM 
At  Adium,  horfc  and  foot  are  gone  to  C<e/ar. 
And  all  th’  auxiliary  Kings  jno  flrength 
At  all  is  left  thee,  but  what  here  thou  haft 
At  Alexandria. 


LU. 

This  finks  into  him. 

ca; 

It  makes  a deep  imprefiion  in  his  pafEoni  I 

• ARK  I 

And  may  perchance  expcll  his  other  fit.  I 

AN. 

All  you  here  yet ! then  I have  friends  I fee. 

Sue  tell  me^  can  you  be  fo  mercifull 
As  to  forgive  that  moft  unmanly  fit 
I have  been  in?  oh,  I am  all  in  blulhes^ 

CA. 

My  Lord,take  better  comforr, 

AN. 

Dcareft  friends. 

I will  be  proof  ’gainft  any  fortune  now.  pIuIatA.  . 
Come  let’s  together  to  the  Court,  and  there 
Drown  fadnefle  in  rich  cups  of  Meroe  wine. 

And  laugh  at  Fortunes  malice,  for  your  fight 
More  cheers  my  fpiiits,thcn  her  frowns  can  dull  them. 


A(5lus 


of  C LEOP  atra; 


A<flus  Quartus. 


ClEOP  AT  R A,  Gl  AU^ 

cus; 


GLil« 


Adam,  all  drugs  w ith  pain  arkl  torment  kill 
^ **  That  kill  with  fpecd.  No  cafie  way  to  death 
Is  wrought  but  by  a flow  and  lingting  courfe. 

Where  Natures  ftrength  is  by  degrees  fubdu  d,  ! 

And  yielding  fo  decayes  infenflbly. 

No  art  at  all  can  make  a drug  that’s  quick 
And  gentle  too.  No  poyfon  but  the  Afpe 
of  all  the  mortall  brood  of  Libyacs  Snakes 
Kils  with  a luddain,  and  yet  cafie  death 
As  if  brought  forth  tocontradid  our  skill 
By  envious  Nature,  who  difdains  frail  man 
Should  hope  to  finde  her  fecrets  wholly  out* 

None  but  that  Serpent,  Madam,  can  efleft  Plutfirtb, 
What  you  defirej  of  which  I here  have  brought, 

CLE. 

Leave  it  good  GUucui*^  leave  the  potion  too. 

TiS  quiikjthou  fayft, 

GLA, 

Yes  Madams  but  too  painfull 
And  violent. 

CL  E. 


4 


'Bragedk 

CLE. 

^ ell  Iccive  them  both  with  me.  Exit  Glaucu^* 

cc  none^ad venture  on  profpcrity 
I at  with  a fpirit  llill  prepar'd  to  die. 

’ them  keep  certain  death  Aillin  their  power 
hat  dare  be  great  and  happy,  nought  but  that 
xcs  ftates  when  they  arc  fall’n.  Well  did  wife 
:^nd  liberall  Nature  on  mankindc  beftow 
gift  fo  foveraigne  as  power  to  die, 

/I  Antidote ’gainft  fortunes  cruelty, 
lat'is  the  decre  preferv3tive,that  muft 

♦ • ntroll  the  fpitc  of  Fortune,  and  redeem 
wofull  life  from  lothed  fervitude, 

* « venome’s  gentlejtothcr  rough  and  crucll. 

.■■■i  tis  notfafe  to  truft  mine  honour  fo, 

’ ^ doubtfull  props:  the  poyfons  both  may  fail, 
differ  farre  from  what  vain  fame  reports 
"'tir  operation,  Tis  experience 
iat  muft  confirrac  me.  Mardio  is  return'd, 

Enttr  Mardio  mih  iim  prijoms* 

MAR, 

Here  are  two  men, Madam,  condemn’d  for  murder 

To  crucll  death,  and  are  to  die  to  morrow, 

CLE, 

Come  neerer  both, and  tell  me, dare  you  die  ? 

i PRI. 

Great  Queen,ncccflitks  ftrid:  law  impofes  Plmrclu 

That  doom  upon  iisj  in  forc’d  actions 

Courage  can  have  no  triall. 

CLE. 

Dare  you  die 

Aleflcdiftionorable  w3y,tofcape  ^ 

The  common  hangman  s hand,3nd  from  a Queen 

Receive,your  death, and  that  an  eafier  death  ? 


" »/  C LEOP  A'fRA, 

BOTH. 

Moft  willingly,  grew  Queen jwe  arc  prepar*^ it 

CLE. 

Give  them  their  lots,  ^Urdk^  the  fliorteft  lot 
istodiefirft. 

2 PRI, 

That  lot  is  mine. 

CLE.  ^ 

The  Afpe  fliall  be  thy  facernow  Afpc  confirmc- 
Wh  at  fame  reports  of  theej  ftay  thou  thy  draught  ‘ ? 

Till  he  be  dead : feerfl:  thou  no  pain  ? . . I i 

2 PRI, 

A faintneffe  feii^es  me, and  I would  deep. 

MAR. 

How  gently  he  lies  down  ? and  fcarcely  ftrives 
Againft  his  death  at  all, 

CLe. 

I think  he’s  dead  ; 

Already.  5urc he  feels  but  little  pain*  i' 

I am  confirm’d.  : | 

mar.  > I- 

He's  dead  and  fliffe  already.  1 

CLE.  I 

Wee’ll  try  no  more,  as  for  thy  draught  of  poyfon  i 

Thus  we  difeharge  thee  of  it, and  from  death  } 

Doom’ d by  the  I aw  our  royall  pardon  frees  thee.  j 

^ Publilh  it Alardio*  i 

PRI.  'I 

The  Gods  preferve  J 

Royaii  and  gracious  Chc^tnei  life.  Exeunto  : 

CLE. 

T am  refolvd’j  nought  but  the  Libyan  Afpe 
Shall  be  rencAvRd  for  death. 

Thou  precious  WQrme,that,  canft  redjcem  alone 
The  loflc  of -honour  at^a  rate  fo  eafie, 
i T?hat  kiirit  as  gently  as  the  hand  of  age, 

I And.  ■ 


’ ! 
r>  - 


And  art  mifcall’d  a plague  of  Africa, 

Since  thou  alone  mak’fl:  bmm  Afrifce  covy’i^  ^ 

By  other  lands^though  fruitfull,  wanting  thee. 

Who  crofie  the  h^x:e  at  bighrfi  price 

Tranfporr  the  Afpe  as  choifeft  Merchandife,  , ![, 

On  tKee  I iruft,  one  gentlje  touch  of  thine  Is 

Can  free  this  life  frofu  lothedfervitude,  ||y 

From  C^[ar\  triumph, the  bafe  peoples  mocks,  \i 

Proud  £ii^i4<»fcorn,  aii<l  mad  O^avkes  fpight*  (. 
But  why  arc  all  my  thoughts  turn'd  to  defpair  ? ( 

Why  think  1 now  of  death?  me  thinks  my  Gewui  ] 
Checks  this  cold  fear, and  Fortune  chiding  tcls  me  ] 
I am  ungratefull  to  diftruftjfaer  now.  / 

My  race  of  life  and  glory  is  not  run,  ( 

Nor  CU^Mtrois  fortunes  yet  arriv’d 
At  that  great  height  th^t  mull  eternize  her,  \ 

A nd  fix  her  glorious  pame  aboue  the  liars,  f 

1 long  to  hear  what  anfwcr  Cic/ir  fends, 

I do  not  know  his  temper, but  he’s  young  j ) 

And  why  Ihould  I dcfpair?  are  Cupid's  fires  / 

Extinguilh’d  quite  ? are  all  his  arrows  fpent  ? ( 

Or  is  this  beauty,  that  can  boaft  the  conqueft  \ 

Of  Jsslius  CtifaVy  and  ^re^tAnteny^  / 

So  waned  now,  it  cannot  move  the  temper ' j 

Of  one,  whom  youdi  makes  fit  for  Cupids  conqueft  I i ] 

Emtf  Euphronlus,  Thtreus.  \ 

EUP.  I 

Mad3m,your  gifts  were  more  gracioufly  receiv’d, 

And  Ctefar  with  a fmiling  brow  return’ d \ 

All  feeming  love  and  friendfhip’he  has  fent  I 

His  free'dman  Thyreus  to  attend  your  highneffe,  ' j. 

And  to  impart  bis  counfels  to  your  eaic, 

. . r . ....  ..  .. 


(^Cleo^atra; 

CLE. 

He’s  welcome  to m.  What  s great  will, 

€xit  Euf  hi'Oo 

THY. 

C^r^ii  hefi  wi(hes,royall  Cleopatra^ 

None  bur  your  faireft  fclfcanracifie. 

N<y  power  on  earth  can  give  what  Ccefar  wants 
! But  you, great  Queen.  For  let  your  Majefty 
Give  credit  to  poor  Tbyreia  though  the  meaneft 
! Of  all  the  fcrvaiits  that  attend  on  Caf^yy 
Ther’s  none  about  him  is  more  necr  in  truft 
To  whom  hc’spleafed  to  impart  his  thoughts, 
Andfccret  wifliesmothing  but  yout  love 
Can  crown  his  happineffc. 

CLE. 

, Wearenofubjeft 

VotC^faY*s  mocks  though  in  cur  v/orft  of  fortune, 

I ThY. 

* You  are  the  Queen  of  Fortunctand  ftiil  hold 
' A lading  Scepter  ore  that  fickle  Goddeife 
(Fickle  to  others, to  you  true  and  confiaiu) 

Your  radiant  light  lends  that  blind.  Goddefie  eyes, 

' And  guides  her  to  your  fcrvice,making  all 
A(3ions,nay  lofl'cs  fieps  to  greater  honour. 

The  late  defeat  at  Adi  uni,  which  your  eirour 
Perchance  mifcals  a lofle,  was  Fortunes  la  hour 
I To  make  you  greater, and  remove  your  bnghtnede 
I Which  was  ill  plac’d  (as  Diamonds  coin  fly  fee) 

From  old  to  yong c«ey4r’s  lave, 

I A fitter  fphere  for  thole  fair  eys  to  fiiine  in. 

I CLE. 

! Without  thefe  comtingSyT hyreuSy  ifgrcat  Ctsf^r 
I Pleafe  to  embrace  our  friendfhtp, we  and  uF.fypt 
I Shall  dohimfaithfullfcrvice. 

Mighty  Queen, 

: o ^ 


7^  Tragedie 

Jt  my  rude  (pcech  have  err’d,  I humbly  beg 
That  you  would  pleafe  to  think  it  :teal  in  mc 
TTo  do  my  mafter  fervice,andfuch  fervice 
-As  he  eftceras  the  beft,to  gain  your  love, 

I oft  have  heard  him  (let  your  Majefty 
Not  be  cflPended  with  that  truth  I utter) 

Rvaviih’d  with  fame  of  your  perfedions. 

And  noble  fpirit;  call  Antonm  happy, 

VVhom  fortune  brought  to  iI,gypt,  to  behold 
That  Queen, whom  he  fo  much  defir’d  to  fee. 

; But  when  his  cys  beheld  your  portraiture 
Drawn  by  a skilfull,  and  a faiihfull  handj 
He  oft  would  fay  it  was  a likely  feat 
To  hold  thofc  Graces,  Such  perfedions 
Were  fit  for  none  but  C^far's  to  admire. 

CLE. 

There  was  a fipySr, lov’d  me  once^  but  1 
Am  not  fo  proud  to  think  it  v/as  my  merit, 

Though  he  would  fay  I did  deferve  farre  more 

Then  he  could  utter,  that 

Whofe  name  and  adions  fill’d  the  triple  world. 

THY. 

Though  all  in  him  were  great,  yet  nothing  greater 
Then  his  adopting  fo  divine  an  heire. 

This  C*efV,  Madam,  for  your  deareft  love, 

Befidtsthat  power  and  greatnefle,  which  the  world 
Both  knows  and  fears, brings  fuch  a youth  and-bcautk 
To  plead  for  him, as  in  a mean  efiate 
Might  move  a Pnneefle  love?  which  that  your  eys 
may  better  read,  I here  from  him  piefent 
His  true, and  moil  unflatter’d  portrairure. 

CLE. 

The  faireft  form  that  ere  ihefe  eys  beheld. 

Where  all  the  heft  of  each  bell  modell  meets, 
fwcet  [miles,  lodg’d  in  the  eye  of 
check  tT  Imperiall  brow  of 
^ ^ ' WlKXt 


of  Cl  E t)  P AT  R aI 

Where  love  and  majefty  are  proud  to  dwclL 
' iiG  THY, 

His  age,  great  Qiieen,i5  yet  not  thirty  yee  rs. 

CLE, 

I ncre  till  now  faw  beautic:but  Thyreus 
May  we  repofe  a confidence  in  thee 
- A$  our  true  friend?  we  will  deferv^  thy  loyc« 

THY. 

To  do  divineft  Cletpatra  fervicc  i 
Is  all  poor  pride:  in  ferving  you 

I beft  difeharge  my  dutlcio  my  mafter. 

ctE. 

Then  briefly  thusibecaufill  would  not  have 
Any  take  notice  of  Jong  pr  ivacie 
Twixt  thee  and  me, arid  infiantly  w’exp^<fl: 

here,  I will  devife  Tome,  means 
How  to  deferve  great  Cte/ar^s, lovCy  and  ad 
What  he  fhall  thank  us  fiprtmean  while  ftay  here 
With  us,  good  jr  we  Cvinnot  yet 

Difpatch  th^  ^ith  that  nieflage^we intend. 

I will  attend ypitr  highntfie, 

• ■ - .V  ^ , . 

TilVanone 

Farewell,  good  Tb)freui:hut  bc  iiecr  about  us. 

, V.  • ' -V  - £;C4r  Th-yi’Ctir, 

^ 'What  more  thehthis  Qoaldall  the  fates-contrive  ? 
What  more  then  lo\$:  tould  I have  wifh’d 
1 On  which  all  power,  all  fla^e^and  Glories  wart. 

But  ohthe  vye^ikand  fladuating  flatc  i: 

Of  humane  frailty  ftill  coo  muchdept^ft 
Or  rais’d  too  much  ’twixt 'fe.^^rs  and  flattring  hopes  I 
But  hence  bafe  fear;  a Princely  confidence 
Fits  Cifopattais  mindc  Srid  (be^utie  better, 

. ' , D a Elixir 


The  Tragedie 

£;r^er  Aktonius  , Cakidius  , Lucnius 
Aristocrates. 

My  dearcft  Lord. 

AN.  . X 

Ahfweeteft^&#pirr<f,  > v ’ t 

in  this  embrace^and  this  Ambrofiake  kiffe 
I am  again  pofl'eft  of  all  my^veaIth, 

Of  Jail  my  fortunes.  Had  rhe  angry  Gods 
Purpos’d  to  Wreak  their  fury  fully  on  me  ' 
They  had  not  left  my  life  fo  fweet  a comfort, 
OLE. 

Pofleft  ofyou  I ftand  above  the  reach 
Of  Fortunes  threatning^or  proud  C<f/<xr*j  power. 
Thought  bat  your  grief,  and  melancholly  had 
Power  to  deje^i:  my  fpirits. 

AN, 

Thy  true  worth 

Deferves  a happier  friend,th at  could  beftow 
Not  take  alone  his  happineffe  from  thee, 
in  thy  fweet  love, and  thefe  my  faithfull  friends 
I ftill  am  happy,  1 have  loft  no  friends. 

All  that  are  gone  from  me  to  Cdfari  fide, 
Tngratefull  Turn  and  Dmltim. 
rtamm,  SilanWy  Delim  and  Wppgrcbus^ 

'"Vere  Fortunes  friends  not  mine.' 

cle. 

Let’s  in  and  feaft, 

This  day  we’ll  dedicate  to  mirth  and  freedome: 
To  crown  your  welcome  hither. 

AN. 

Sweetly  fp'^ken.  , , - ^ v 

Let  not  a \Voraan  teach  us  fouldiere 
To  be  magnanimous. 


«/eLBOPATRA. 

CLE. 

Thi?  feaft  we’ll  flile 

The  feaft  of  fellow-dyers r for  no  band  vManhX 

No  tie  of  fricndfhip  is  fo  firme  as  that 

They  live  in  love  that  mean  to  die  together.  Exemt. 

CaesAR  j Agrippa,  TiTius,rt.ANG;.Sy 
Ari  as. 


Cx. 

Grave  Arm^  in  thy  troubled  looks  I read 
Fear  for  ihy  native  Alexandria  5 
But  bariifh  fear,  and  know  thy  power  with 
If  they  obey  our  fummons,  none  fhall  die. 
But  though  to  th’utmoft  they  refifi,  thy  will 
Shall  rule  our  Juft  ice. 

AR. 

Humble  Ariui. 

Is  too  much  honour’d  in  great  C^efars  favour# 

Caj. 

Wc  give  but  what  wc  owe,  a debt  fo  great 
As  mine  to  thee  can  nerc  be  overpay’d. 
Great  whofe  vidorious  hand 

Founded  that  CityjWhofe  eternis’d  name 
For  ever  honours  it,  though  in  great  deeds 
He  paft  our  glory  farre,  fhall  not  exceed 
in  piety  ;he  oft  would  fay 
He  ought  a better  being  to  his  Maftcr 
Then  to  father 3 one  mcer  natural!. 

The  other  mcmall,and  diviner  farre. 

Who’s  that? 


^ 3 


Mnur 


f TbeTragedU 

Evter  Epaphroditus  i^nb 
Fergus,  * 

EPA.  . 

the  Philefopher 
Cpadema’d  to  death  by  yon. 

Cse, 

Difpatch  him  thep. 

EPA. 

FJc  craves  a word  with  Arm  ere  he  die. 

ABiI. 

What  is  it  brother  ? 

F£Rv 

Ah  good  Arm^  PktmUn 

Wilemea,  if  truly  wife/ave  wife  men  ftilh 

AP4. 

Moil  mighty  C<sf0, 

Css. 

*Arm^  no  more, 

I know  what  thou  defir’ftj  Ttrgufifa  liyf 
Tlut  thou  know’ft  him  has  favM  thee. 

FER. 

Viftorie, 

And  fame  flUl  wait  on 

Cx. 

Lefsaway 

And  march  with  fpeed  to  Alexandria* 

AGR. 

Cafar^  your  horfe  are  wearyf  tis  not  fit 
Too  much  to  toil  them, for  I fear  a tally 
From  Alexandria. 

. Ca:, 

They  dare  not  man.  ' , 

AGR. 

Ayjtomm  is  ftrong  in  well-provkied 
And  skilfuil  horfemen3  and  dcfpair  of  favor 

(Sine 


1 


of  Cleopatra; 

(Since  twice  you  have  refus’d  bis  propofitions) 
Will  put  another  valour  into  him. 

Cse. 

What  conqueft  can  Antmm  hope  for  here  ? 
AGR. 

His  hopes  (as  nere  as  I conjediirc  them) 

Are  to  break  through  your  troops^and  get  to  Sca^ 
IPoryethehas  a Flcer,thatrnay  tranfporthim 
To  other  landsjto  gather  new  fupplyes. 

But  any  fortune  would  prove  higher  farre 
To  him,  then  llaying  here, without  all  hope 
To  be  fhut  up  in  a befieged  Covvm 
Jn  my  opinion  let  your  march  be  flow 
And  gentle;  that  the  horfe  may  be  refreflf  d. 
And  we  preventthe  worft. 

Let  It  be  fo.  . 


tnter  LucitiiSj 


LU. 

How  formicfl'e  is  the  forme  of  man  the  foi  l, 
How  various  (iill  how  diftcrent  from  it  fclf  ? 
How  fallly  call’d  QMcen  of  this  little  world? 
When /lie’s  a flavc,  and  fubje^l  not  alone 
Unto  the  bodies  temperature,  but  all 
The  florms  of  Fortunic. 


ARI, 

What  occafion 

Make  thee  thus  offer  at  Philofophv  > 

LU.  ' 

Where  haft  thou  liv’d  thou  fhouldft  act  know  th'  occa- 
The  fits  and  changes  of  Antmm  (fion? 

Are  theam  enough:  how  ftrange^^a  loving  foule 
Is  the  late  hater  of  mankindc  become  1 ° 


ART. 


The  Tragedie 

ARI. 

That  is  not  /Jrange^he’s  out  of  breath  with  curfing 
And  now  ’tis  time  to  flop  his  mouth  with  kifling. 

But  what  can  he  conceive*  of  this  fame  T hyteus 
That  holds  fuch  fecret  conference  with  her  ? 

LU. 

He  cannot  choofe  but  fee  it. 

ARI. 

Unlefle  love 

Have  blinded  him,  fhe  carries  it  fo  plainly. 

Weil,  I ihall  think  if  there  be  knavery  in’t, 

( As  knavery  there  muft  be)  that 
Is  not  fo  lubtlcas  we  took  her  for. 

LU. 

He  muft  be  told  it,if  he  will  not  fee 
Upon  my  life  there  is  fome  plot  of  treafoa 
Which  yet  may  be  difeoverM. 

ARI. 

Hecr  they  come 

Let  us  go  fetch  c2n* 

Cleopatra,  T»yREas, 

cle. 

Pelufiiim  fhall  be  rendred  up  to  Cicfar 
By  ourcommand  to  our  Licvccnant  there  plntwcih 
SeleacHf^  whofe  obedience  wc  not  doubt. 

THY. 

Nobleft  of  Queens, you  make  Imperiall  Cicfaf 
As  much  a debtor  to  your  courtefie 
As  he’s  already  captive  to  your  beauty. 

CLE. 

Nor  do  we  wrong  Antonm  at  all 
In  giving  up  a town  which  is  our  own. 

It  may  be  thought  tis  done  to  weaken  him  ; 

Alas, 


^/CSleopatra; 

AUs,  Anmm  is  already  fall’n 

So  low,  that  nothing  can  redeem  him  now 

Nor  make  him  able  to  conteft  with  C^efar* 

He  has  not  only  loft  his  armies  ftrength 
But  loft  the  ftrength  of  bis  own  foul, and  is  not 
That  Antony  We  was  when  firft  1 knew  him . 

I can  do  C^far  now  no  greater  fervice. 

Though  I ftiall  never  want  ^ heart  to  do  it. 

But  we  ftiall  quickly  fee  th’  event  of  things  j 

Antonm  now  is  defpcrate,and  pats 

His  hopes  upon  the  fortune  of  one  fally,  ■ 

Which  will  be  fuddcnly  pcrform*d,before 
That  thou  canft  bear  a meflage  back  to  C^for. 

Antonius,  Lucilius,  Aristo- 
crates. 

AN. 

Hands  on  that  JbpetiS  there, to  prifon  with  him. 

Thy. 

Toprifon  I 

ant. 

Yes;  away  with  him  I fay.  Plutmk 

THY. 

Cafar  would  not  have  us’ d your  meffenger 
So  ill. 

AN. 

Thou  wert  no  Meffenger  to  me. 

CLE. 

for  my  fake  deareft  Lord. 

AN. 

Ok  for  your  fake  ? 

I cry  you  mercy  Lady, bear  him  hence.  Exit  Thyreu?^' 
I had  forgot  that  Thjrem  was  your  fervant. 

But  what  ftrangc  att  (bould  he  perform  for  you  ? ‘ 

©5  Jst 


^ftragedie 

Is  it  to  help  you  to  a happier  friend  ? 

GLE. 

Can  you  fufpeft  it?  was  my  trueft  love 
So  ill  beftow^d?  Canhe,for  whofe  dear  fake 
A Queci}  fo  highly  born  as  I preferr d 
Love  before  fame,  and  fondly  did  negled 
All  names  of  honour  when  faUc  Vulvia^ 

And  proud  Oflavia  had  the  name  of  wives,  piHUHb, 
Requite  me  thus?  ungratefull  A^tboyiyy 
Ror  now  the  fury  of  a wronged  love  . 
juflly  rrovoI:es;ny  fpeech. 

ANT., 

Oh  Cleopatra^ 

^ It  is  not  fhyrcHihut  this  heart  of  mine 
That  fuffcKS  now, deep  wounded  with  the  thought 
Of  thy  unconflanci'etdidFortune  Icvive 
One  only  comfort  to  my  wretched  ftate 
And  that  a falfc  one  ? for  what  conference 
Could^tkoufo  oft,  and  in  fuch  privacie 
With  fervanc  hold,.if  true  to  me  ? 

Which  with  the  rack  I could  enforce  from  him.*  * ' * 

Bur  thaclfcorntodo. 

CLE,  . 

You  do  not  fcorn 

- T o wrong  w kh,. bale  unworthy  je aloufies 
A faithfuil  heart;but  if  you  think  me  falfe 
Hecr  (heath  your  (word:  nhake  me  the  fubjeiS  rather 
Of  manly  rage  then  childifli  jealoufie^; 

It  IS  a nobler  crime,and  fitter  farre 
For  you  to  aft,eaficr  for  me  to  faffer.^ 

For  live  fafpeifted  I nor  can  nor  will. 

The  lovely  Afpe,  which  I with  care  have  kept 

IAnd  yvas  intended  a prefetvative 
I ’fiainfi  CjefiirVcrueltie,  I now  muft  ufe 

AtHQnm  bafeaefle  a worfefo 

! ‘ - ' - ' ' 


„ O/  G L E O P A t R A. 

ThcnC^efut  is:farcwcll,  till  death  approve 
That  I was  true,  and  you  unjuft  in  love. 

ANT. 

Seay  C/fCptf Irijdearcll  Love^forgive  ttjc 
Let  not  fo  fmall  a winde  have  power  to  fliakc 
A love  fo  grown  as  ours: I did  not  think 
That  thou  wert  falfe:my  heart  gave  no  confenc 
To  what  my  tongue  fo  rafhly  uttered. 

Nor  could  I have  out-liv*dfo  fad  a thought. 

Let  Thjfsm  be  releaft,  and  fent  to  fur. 

Enter  CA>^iDiJs. 

Now  is  the  time  to  fally  forth, my  Lord, 

The  fo  is  tir’d  with  marching,  and  your  horfe 
Arc  readic  all,  and  wait  the  fignall  only. 

The  feaft  delay  lofcs  the  action. 

ANT. 

I come  Cmdiusi  dcartd  Love  farewell, 

Few  houres  will  tell  thee  what  AmeniHi  is.  Emnt"* 
CLE. 

How  timorous  is  guilt?  how  are  my  thoughts 
Diftraftcd  fadly  now?  on  ev^ry  fide 
My  dangers  grow  Tor  ftiould  Aflidnm 
Return  in  fafety  home, and  know  what  part 
’Twixt  me  znd  fhntus^l  have  loft  his  heart. 

And  cannot  choofe  but  fear  himtif  he  die 
I am  not  confident  of  C<f/«y-s  love. 

’T wa^  btJt  a fervants  tongue  I built  upon. 

'Tis  beft  to  make  all  fure: within  there, 

EIRA. 

Madam  I 

GLE. 

Are  all  things  readie  in  the  tombe  I 


T^e  Tragedie 

EI. 

SfeSjMidam  j G4i'Ww’i  there  and  A/^rdw. 
CLB. 

Then  thither  will  I go,  if  fate  contrive 
A future  ftate  of  happinefle  for  me, 

[t  is  my  caftletif  my  death  they  doom, 

I am  poffeft  already  of  a tombe.  JLxif, 


Adus  Quintus. 

AnTONIUS)  Luciuus, 
Aristo  CRATES. 


AN. 

t^Efeatcd  are  my^troops,my  fleet  revojtej, 
•^The  Seas  and  Lands* are  loflj  and  nothing  now 
Is  left  Antonm  but  a Roman  hand,  , 

A fword  and  heart  to  die.  You  truefi  fervants^ 
Whofe  faith  and  manly  conftancie  upbraids 
This  wicked  age, and  fhallinftruft  the  next^ 

Take  from  a wretched  hand  this  legacie, 

■Fortune  has  made  my  will,  and  nought  but  this 
Can  I bequeath  you.  Carry  it  to  G«t/4r  i " 
If  he  be  noble,  it  contains  enough 
Tqipakeyou  happier  then  AntQvm  cao. 


«/eLEOPATR 

My  gUflc  of  life  and  Empire  now  is  nin> 
And  from  this  hand  cxpeds  a period. 


A 


My  Lord,  take  fairer  hopes. 

AN. 

Lofe  not  thy  former  merits  in  pcrfwading 
A man,  whom  once  thoulovMft  to  fuch  a ftame 
As  to  preferre  a loath’d  captivity 
Before  a noble  death , 

Thy  looks  fpeak  grief 


Dkl 


Enter  Eros. 

Speak  Sr$s^  w hec’s  the  Qtieen  ? 

ERO. 

She’s  dead  my  Lord.  PlHt0ib*  - 

When  thofe  unhappy  tydings  came  to  her 
Of  your  defeat,  fhe  flraight  fhut  up  her  felf 
Within  her  tombe-and  dy’d. 

AN. 

Oh  ClecfAtra^ 

Why  have  I lingred  thus,  that  thou  a woman 
Should'ft  teach  fo  old  a fouldicr  hoW  to  die  ? 

Fortune,  I blame  not  theej  I have  enjoy’d 
What  thou  could’ft  give,  and  on  the  envy’d  top 
Of  thy  proud  wheel  have  long  unfliaken  flood. 

Whom  Kings  have  ferv’d,  and  Rome  her  felf  obey’dj 
Whom  all  the  Zones  of  earths  diftufed  Globe, 

‘ That  know  inhabitants,  have  known, and  fcar*d. 

Nor  is  my  fall  fo  much  degenerate. 

My  ftrength  no  arms  but  Roman  arms  fubdue,p/«r<lrrfc  ' 
And  none, hut  Monarch  of  the  world  fuccecds. 

Glutted  with  life  and  Empire  now  I go 
Free  and  undaunted  to  the  fhades  below. 


Here  EroSy  take  this  fword, perform  the  promife 
Which  thou  haft  made,  to  kill  me  whenfoere 


' The  Tragedie 

I fliouldcommand:makc  no  reply  in  wordJ. 

1 will  be  true  or  die.  Stand  fair^  your  Srot 
Will  be  your  Ulkcr  to  th’filizian  fields.  bimftif. 

AN. 

What  haft  thou  done  unfaithfull  faithfull  Em  Dio. 
Too  kindly  cruell,  falfly  vertuous  ? Plutmb, 

I’ll  cruft  no  more, to  be  no  more  direded 
By  fuch  examples:  but  wemuft  be  fpeedic. 

The  gates  ere  this  time  arc  fet  ope  to  Ctofar* 
VsiivCieopMtra^  1 am  comming  now 
Tod  well  with  thee,  and  ever  to  behold 
Thy  heavenly  figure, where  nor  time  nor  death 
Shall  make  divorce  of  our  eternall  loves. 

Thus, thus  I come  to  thec.’unfaithfull  fword, 

I never  knew  thee  flow  in  giving  death 

Till  this  fad  houre,fome  friendly  hand  lend  aid, 

And  with  another  wound  releafe  my  foul^. 

Enttf  Mardio. 

Where  is  my  Lord  A^tonbiosOh  fad  fight 
The  Queen  enclofcd  in  her  tombe  defir’d 
To  take  her  laft  leave  of  you* 

AN. 

Is  fhe  living  ? 

Tis  welcome  news, convey  me  quickly, friends,  plhtaro* 
Oh  quickly  thither,  that  1 may  expire  Dio^ 

That  breach  thafi  left  in  CkopfLtms  Exmt^ 


b/ Cleopatra^ 

AGRIPP  A,  Ga  t LUS|  E'P  APHRODiT  U 
Vko  cu  t E I u s , 

AGR. 

G o you, Epaphrodituii  and  bcfiege. ; 

The  Palace,  to  furprize  Antonius  5 
You  pmultm^  and 
Goprefently  to  C/e^^A/WJ  tombc, 

Wo  her  with  all  your  art  and  eloquence 

With  all  aflurances  of  C<c/4r’i  love 

To  leave  that  place,  and^yicld  her  perfon  to  him. 

Spare  no  attempts  of  force  or  policy 
To  draw  her  thence:  for  you  the  Citizens 
Of  Alexandria, cheer  yourfainting  hearts, 

I’ll  mediate  in  your  behalf  to  fif/iir, 

Tofparethe  City. 

Thanks  to  the  moft 
And  eood  AgrippMi 

. > AGJti  • 

Heer  he  comes  himfelf. 

Emr  C x s A B,  A R r u s , T I T I a 5, 

P L A N C U S. 

Gag. 

The  paleneffe  of  your  fe?r  declares  your  guilt.- 
But  thatjthough  ncre  fo  great, fhall  not  exceed  '■ 

Our  clcmencie,to  let  Vou  know  it  was 
Your  happinefle  to  be  fubdu’d  by  us.  ^ 

Mercy  fliall  rule  our  juft  feveritie. 

Pir ft  for  your  founder  Alexanders  fake,  Pimreh. 
Next  for  the  love  of  reverent  Arim  Dio, 

Our  Matter  heer: whofe  goodnefle  far  out-weighs 


Cl. 

noble 


Ibe  Tr^igedU 


Ail  your  offences  and  rebellions. 

CIT* 

Ct^Min  goodneffcyasingteatnefle,  bears 
Equalitie  with  ftvt» 


Hail  mighty  Cafir. 
What’s  he  ? 


•^cbtriuiyOfiru  Prieft, 
A good  and  holy  man. 


Enter  AeBbusus. 
ACHO. 
Cat. 

ARI. 


C«e. 


I We  dare  believe  thee, 

I And  theifore  welcom  him. 

i ACHO. 

Pleafe  It  great  Cie/df, 

To  ^ivc  Acbertui  leave  to  wait  on  him 
Into  the  ancient  Temples  of  our  Gods 
To  Ihe  w th’.ffigyptiart  rites  and  myfteries» 
And  all  the  Deities  that  we  adore. 

Car. 

Mod  willingly  Mbittuifl  would  fee 
Gods,  but  not  Oxen. 

TI. 

He  has  blank’d  the  Prieil. 

Caj. 

I fain  would  fee  great  Alextniet'i  herfe 
The  manfion  once. of  fo divine  afoul 
A fpirit  greater  then  the  world  it  felf. 

Whom  the  world  fear’d  but  could  not  fatisfie. 

ACH. 

Within  the  vault  of  our  Pyramides 


Die. 


smon- 


o/Cleofatr*. 

His  bodic  yet  all  whole  may  C^fm  fee. 

And  all  the  bodies  of  our  Pl^lomtjs. 

Ca^. 

I'd  fee  Kings  only,  not  dead  carcaffcs. 
B\Mk^^€fafbrodm  return’d. 

Enter  Epaphroditus  , Lvcuxus, 
Aristocrates. 


Sueton. 

Di9* 


Caj. 

Speak  man,  where  is  Antonm  ? 

EP. 

Slain,  my  Lord. 

C«. 

How?  flain?  what  hand  durft  do  it  ^ 

EPA. 

His  own  hand. 

€», 

That  was  our  fear?  cruell  Anteniiit. 

Too  cruell  to  thy  felf,  to  Rome,  and  me 
How  white  a day  have  all  the  people  loft  ? 

How  great  might  f<e/2tr's  happineffe  have  been 
Had  but  the  fates  permitted  me  to  lay 
Thefe  conquering  arms  afide,and  once  again 
Embrace  thee,  dear  AmMiUSy  as  a friend 
Thou  worthy  aider  of  my  infant  fortunes,  VlutnXtK 
Thou  brave  revenger  of  great  fui'm  death, 

Witneffe  thefe  tears,  though  I were  forc’d  to  wOTe 
(Whilft  thou  preferring  forreigne  love  before 
alliance,  did’ft  rejefr  my  kindred. 

And  fcorn  my  love^  I ftill  could  honour  thec. 

But  fiiice  too  cruell  fate  denies  to  me 
So  great  an  happinefle  as  to  exprefle 
This  love  to  thee  alive,Iet  thy  dear  ghoft 
Behold  my  Pietie,and  fre  the  hon  ours 


TbeTragedie 

Cufiot  will  do  to  thy  fad  funcrall. 

LU. 

Sjoft  royall  diflimulation.' 

ARL 

IJHopc  how  ere  ’twill  fervc  our  tarns  Lmilius: 
Now  is  the  fitteft  time. 

What  men  are  thefe  ? 

EPAP. 

Two  of  Antonm  trueft  fervants^^ic/iJr, 

Who  bring  a letter  from  their  dying  Lord. 

Q^\ 

Letmeperufc  it* well, it  (hall  be  granted. 

Your  lives  and  fortunes  both  are  fafe,  and  finee 

We  ever  lov’d  fidelitie,  you  fhall 

If  fo  you  like,  be  welcome  to  our  fervice, 

LU. 

*Ti$  our defire|our  lives  and  fortunes  ever 
Shall  do  great  Ctfxt  true  and  faithfull  fervice 
As  they  before  did  to  Antonm* 

C». 


Where  did  he  die? 

EPAi 

In  CliOp$tm%  arms 

By  her  with  ropes  let  up  into  the  tombcj 
After  his  deadly  wound. 

Caj. 

Is  ftc  thcro  ftill  ? 


Entif  Callus. 

Nowl  (hall  knowifpeakG«  -^»4,whats  the  news  ? 
GAL. 

; We  came  and  call’d  at  CUopMtms  tombe,  ^ T>h. 

Who  from  above  made  anfwcr,and  deny’d  fhtar^. 

To 


of  Cleop  atra; 

Tq  yield  herfelf, but  upon  C<e/iir*f  word. 

When  I with  bctt  pcrfuaflons  flrove  to  winnc  her^ 
And  held  her  talk  awhile,  Vihil&  Pmultm 
On  tother  fide  the  tombe  efpy’d  a place 
That  open  flood^by  which  the  Queen  receiv’d 
Dying  Aht6hiiiiy  ^n\c\i  he  fcaling  enter’d 
Behinde  the  Qucen:btif had  heiiot  beenfpeedy 
She  there  had  flain  herfcifia  maid  of  hers 
Spy’d  Trocnleiui  entring,  and  alou  1 
Cry*d  out  oh  Queen  thou  art  furpri2:’d  alive. 

She  drawing  a fhort  poniard'  was  reftrain’d^ 

By  ProculemyV/ho  both  held  her  hand 
And  fpake  her  fair  ^ at  lafl  obtain’d  fo  much 
By  ftrong  perfuafions  of  your  clemcncie 
He  drew  her  thence,  and  got  her  to  the  Palace* 
Where  now  fiie  is,  and  ProChltm  flays. 

But  her  defire  is  ftill  to  fpeak  with  you. 

Till  when  from  u$  flic  will  admitno  comfort. 


C». 

Wc  will  in  perfon  prefcntly  go  fee  her. 

Proteft  me  pal/as  ’gainft  falfe  V'enni  charms#  Mxemif 

Cieopatra  inmummg» 

Known  mifehiefs  have  their  cure  ; but  doubts  havo 
And  better  is  defpair  then  fruitlcfle  hope  (none^ 
Mixt  with  a killing  feanmy  thoughts  are  now 
More  black  and  balefull  then  this  fad  attire. 

If  Ciefsr  CO  lief  I do  not  fear  his  chiding 
I have  a certain  Antidote  ’gainfl  that. 

*Tis  not  his  anger,  but  his.  love  afBifts 
My  doubting  foul,  whether  that  love  will  prove 
Pained  or  true,  yet  may  flraight  apppcar% 

He*s 


I raceme 


He’s  not  fo  old ^nor  I fo  ignorant 

But  that  his  a Aions,gefl;ures,word5,and  looks 

Will  make  his  heart  lie  open  to  my  v-iew^ 


Entir  C se  s A R,  and  E p a p h r o- 

P ITU  S. 

Car. 

How  fweet  a forrow  dwcls  upon  that  brow  ! 

How  would  ihe  look  in  fmiling dalliance  ? 

Oh  pardon  me  thoupowerfull  God  of  love. 

That  durft  prefume  to  tempt  thy  Deitic. 

Forgive  my  confidence.  I now  excufe 
Antonm  wcakneffe,butftay  there  my  heart. 

My  vertuou^  livk  is  more  fair  then  Ihc, 

CLE. 

Hail  mighty  Prince*,for  that  high  name  the  Gods.  Dlo»r 
Who  reft  me  of  it, have  beftow’d  on  thee,  Plfitanb* 

Cx. 

Rife  Clitpatra^  C<e/iiy* j viftory 
T akes  noudit  from  you. 

CLE. 

Oh  let  me  never  rife 

TillC4r/4y  grant  my  fuit.  i 

Cae. 

Good  Queen  Hand  up, 

And  freely  fpeak  what  you  defirc*. 

CLE. 

I beg 

A boon  but  fmall,  which  Citfat  nere  deoVd 
His  greateft  enemies* 

C«. 

And  can  you  think 

I ihould  deny  it  you?  Do  but  expreffe  it; 


CLE. 


of  Cleopatra. 


GLE. 

That  thou  wauld’ll  kill  me  Cdjkf^  I have  liv’d 
Thefe  many  ycers  too longrl  ihould  have  dy’d  ©/«; 

When  that  great  Worthy^thaimnowmed  Ctgfk 
Was  balely  musther’d  m'>Rome$  CapicoQ, 

Surviving  him  yras  my  unhappineffc. 

But  1 have  liv'd  to  fee  hisianne  inherit 
His  ft  ate  and  Empire, and  controll  the  world. 

Oe. 

Be  cheery  ClupMtrg,  fear  no  wrong  * y 
At  Ctf/tfy’s  hands.  " . . 

CLE.  ^ 

Death  is  no  wrong  at  all. 

I have  deferv’d  it,Sir. 

But  can  you  think 

That  we,  whofe  clcmencie  fo  many  men 
And  ftubborn  enemies  foofe  have  prov'd, 

Should  now  at  laft  be  cruell  to^  a C^een  ? 

But  we  muft  chide  you,that  fo  long  together. 

Have  fided  with  Antimm^  and  with  him 
Confpir'd  the  wrack  of  Rome. 

CLE, 

That's  foon  excus'd. 

If  "twerc  a crime  to  love  Antoum  7>W» 

(Which  I confefte  1 did,  and  his  large  favours  Plutwtii. 
Truly  deferv’d  it)  think  it  v^s  not  mine 
But  fates  own  crime, that  firft  allotted  me 
To  his  protedion : had  your  (hare  of  rule 
In  Egypt  lyen,I  had  been friend, 

Cx. 

Befides  with  men  and  money  you  give  aid 
To  CaluA  Ceffimn  Philippi  field 
Who  munher’ d Ctfar  in  the  Capitoll# 


CLE. 


CLE. 

I fr0ir,a8  falfeasttuthitfelfisttue. 

; 1 was  accufed  to  /inmkt  Ihtt'drcb, 

! For  that  befotej  but  if!  Cilicia  ^ Affitn, 

j I quickly  elect'd  thoiccaufeleflejealoiiliesj 
I Witnefle  thou  glorious  llarre,  which  the  great  fonlc 
i X)£noble  when  he  left  the  earth, 
j.  Added  to  heaven,  how  innocent  I am 
! From  any  fault  in  that:  but  Csr/ar  know  Du. 

I Againft  thy  father  not  the  aft  alone, 
i But  even  fufpitionfltall  be  purg’d  with  death. 

I can  no  longer  live.  ■ ■ ' 

I C«. 

What  have  I done  ? . ' 

I fear  my  ralhncfle  has  tow  far  betray’d  Dia, 

My  thoughts  to  CiMpette:  gentle  Queen 
Be  comforted!  exped  at  Cif/ir’i  hand 
Nothing  but  love  and  friend{hip:do  not  wrdng 
My  goodnelle  with  unjttft  fufpition 
All  former  grievances  ate  quite  forgot. 

Yourport  andftate  (hall  be  maintain’d  at  full. 

Your  houihold  fervants  not  diminiihed,t 
j EpupiioditWy  fee  the  Queen  attended 
As  fits  her  Ware  and  honour  $ and  till  next  ^ 

We  vifit  you,  reft  with  a full  aflurance 
■Of  bur  beft  love  and  friendihip. 

■ CLi.  ' 

All  the  payment  ” 

That  my  poor  fortunes  can  return  to  fie/d? 
i Is  thanks  and  fervice. 

Cx. 


EpapbrddiiUi, 

C^farl 


EFAP. 


the)  wVtfpif, 


I -■  CLE. 

f 

I 


f>/  Cl  E OP  ATEA. 

. CLE. 

"Yes.  whifpcr  onj  you  cannot  over-readi' 
fAy  jeaIou(Ies:no  fignes  of  love  2U:  all^  ^ BxH 
No  fmile,nor  amorous  glancejl  was  decelvV^ 

And  meerly  coofen’d  by  bafe  T bynMn  ' • 

But  I muft  hide  my  fears,  and  deer  this  brow 
The  better  to  eifeft  my  pnrpoCes.  , 

EPA. , ^ 

How  fares  your  Majcfty  ? 

CLE. 

Nevcrfowell  ^ ^ 

As  now  I am, I did  not  think  great  ^ ^ - 

Had  been  fo  full  of  lovC  and  courtefie.  ^ - 
EPA, 

Ob  Madam,  C<e/ir’nh’ unexampled  mirrout 
Of  royaltie, and  does  as  far  exceed 
All  petie  Kings  in  goodnefle  as  in  power^  ' ^ 

And  if  ray  humbleft  fcrvices  in  ought 
May  give  content  to  royall  Cleopatra  ' . 4 

I fcall  be  proud  to  be  commanded 
CLE. 

Thanks  good  HpAffe/sdirwj, 

That  love  is  true  that's  fliew'd  in  mifery. 

But  what  have  I forgot?  I had  a note 
Of  fome  particulars  I rpeant  to  give 
To  Ctefat  'i  hand  and  quite  forgot^it  here. 

Nor  would  I truft  the  cartage  of  a thing 
. Of  Co  great  confequence  to  every  hand, 

EPA. 

Will  you  command  my  fervice  ? 

CLE. 

I fliall  reft 

Indebted  to  your  love;  Ca/ar  will  thank  you. 

It  much  concerns  both  his  eftate  and  mine, 


Pitf. 
' Be 


The 

Be  fpccdy  good  €fMpbr$ditmi  for 
I long  to  heare  hig  anfwer. 

EPA. 

Feat  i^oe  Madam.  i 
A quick  |)ei¥ormaftce,  k rc Joyces  me 
To  ice  her  look  fo  cheerily  again.  Bxh  Epa, 

CLe. 

So  now  my  trouble  is  remov’d,  I come, 

I come  my  deareft  Lord  Antomui^ 

Never  till  now  thy  true  and  faithfull  love. 

My  much  abufed  Lord,  do  not  difdain 
Or  blulh  t’acknowIegeCfeg^i/raV  name 
When  tears  and  bloud  have  wafliM  her  fpotted  fcml. 
Wert  thou  alive  agaln^  not  all  the  world 
Should  fhakemy  confiancie,or  make  divorce 
Twixt  thee  andmeetbut  lince  too  late,  alas, 

My  tears  of  forrow  come, I’ll  follow  thee. 

And  beg  thy  pardon  In  the  other  world. 

All  crimes  are  there  for  evermore  forgot. 

There  Arkdrte  pardons  T he  ferns  falfoood. 

Vido  forgives  the  perjur’ d Prince  of  Troy, 

And  TroUtiS  repentant  CreJJiiM, 

Though  falfe  to  thee  alive,  I now  am  come 
A faithfull  lover  of  thy  duft  and  tombe.  £ xHt 

Enter  A r x p p a , G a i iit  s , 
tm  Pfyls. 


GAL. 

Marcus  Agrlppg^  I have  here  provided 
. As  Cajgr  gave  in  charge  two  Libyan  Pfyh^ 
All  Afrik  yields  not  fitter  for  his  pwrpofe. 

AGRI. 

They  look  like  likely  ones. 


GAL. 


GAL. 

They  have  been  prov’d. 

And  have  already  on  my  fouldiersi 

When  they  were  bit  by  Serpents, done  ftrangc  curesi 

Pall  all  belief  or  hope,  recaird  fled  life 

Back  to  his  manfion,and  beyond  the  power 

Of  MfeuUpine  hiVf  fuck’ d and  charm’d 

The  mortal!  vcnome  ft  jm  their  dying  limbs.' 

Thefe  two,.4f«’«/p.»  in  toeir  inftjicy  . 

Their  doubcing  fires  to  try  their  lavvfui!  births  Pli/tiiai 
{As  Eagles  try  their  Eaglets  'gainfl  the  Sun)  Wirrm, 
Expos’d  to  ihdrtall  Serpents, and  were  fo  Lueamtsl 

Confirm’d  in  what  they  foughtsthe  trembling  Snakes  * 
OurilnotalTaulttbcInfantSt  ‘ " 


Here  he  comesi 
Arethofethemcn  ? 

YeSfCii/iri 


Enter  C xsAsZ 
AG.  V 


Caei 

GAL.' 

CxJ 


Carry  them 
To  C&epetriut  Palace}  let  them  waft 
Neer  to  Eptphrt&ut.  What’s  the  news  ? 

How  fares  the  Queen  ? 

Never  morechecry  Sir. 

Her  looks  exprelTe  her  hopes;  nor  in  her  words 
Can  the  conceal  her  inward  cheerfultiefle. 

But  one  thing^ir,fhe  fai’d  fhe  had  forgor. 
Which  neerly  did  concern  both  yott  and  her  j 

And  that  in  fuch  a caufe  file  dafft  not  trulV 
Acommonmeflcnger,  rcqueftihgmc 
To  give  it  to  your  hands.  ^ 


Cat; 


TbeTragtiU' 

Cx, 

She  has  deceiv’d  thee, 

And  all  of  uss  the  worft  that  I could  fear 
iscdmc  to  p^f{c:oh  tun  Epaphroditfis 
I’ll  follow  thee  with  all  the  fpecd  I can. 

But  all  too  late,  I fear^out  (peod  will  cotnc*  £xik^t» 

£^cr CLEOPATRA  cfoWf^dy  uttcftdtd bj  Glaucus^ 
Mardio,  Eira,  Charmxo  , fiee  tabes  bif 
(taten  Anthony’s  Herfs br9ught 

CLE. 

‘Ikts is  my  fecond  Coronation  day  | 

But  nobler  then  the  Sift,  and  fuller  farre 
Of  reall  hGnour,and  magnificence. 
iNfor  till  this  pompous  faoure  was  Cltfipetra 
A perfeft  Queen,  alas, I did  not  fway 
A Scepter  over  for tUHe,or  command 
As  now  I do, the  deftinies  ihemfeivcs. 

I wore  a painted  honour,  a meer  fliadow 
Of  Royall  ftate,and  fuch  a feeble  Crown 
As  warre  could  thrcatcn,trcafon  undcrminCg, 

And  every  pufFc  of  Fortuoc  Wow  it  off. 

My  ftate  is  conftant  now, my  thoughts  above 
The  fear  of  dangers  or  oppofing  foes. 

MAR. 

IVhat  new  addition  has  (he  got  off  ftate  t 

GLA. 

I cannot  tell,  nor  can  I guefle  her  meaning^ 

CLE. 

CUucue  and  Afgrdh^  leave  the  room  a whiled 

Exeunt  Glaucus  axJ  Mardijo. 
Come  hither  Girles,!  will  no  longer  hide  , 

My  )oys  from  you;  in  fuch  attire  as  this 
I go  to  meet  my  dear 


CHAR. 


CHAR. 

Madrim,  he's  deaJ. 

CLE. 

Alas, thou  an  deceiv'd. 

He  lives  my  (harmio  in  the  oihcr  world. 

And  flays  for  mej  1 have  been  too  too  flack 
In  comming  to  himtthis  that  here  lies  dead 
Was  but  the  houfc  that  lodg'd  my  deareft  Lord, 
That  earthly  Manfion,  that  did  once  contain 
The  kindc{V,noblcft,and  the  trueft  foule 
That  ever  liv' d*jand  this  our  fecond  meeting 
Is  farre  more  fwcct,ind  full  of  noble  love 
Then  when  wc  lirft  met  in  Cilicia, 

VVhen  our  magnificence  and  pomp  did  fiVI  ’ 

The  world  with  wonder  and  aftdniflmicnt. 

Why  weep  yon  girJesf*  is  it  to  fee  your  Miftris  ■ 
Greater  then  ere  in  Glory  ? if  you  lov*d  me,  - 
You’d  weep  to  fee  great  Clenpu  fra  led 
A wretched  captive  through  the  flreets  of  Rbmcr 
Before  proud  C<e/<ir*j chariot, mock’d  and  flowted 
And  from  a Ciuecn  become  drudge* 

No,no,my  girles,  I will  be  flill  my  felf 
And  from  this  feat  of  ftate  look  down  in  fcorn  ’ 
On  Rome,and  Cdfart  threats  as  things  below  me 
EL 

Nor  heer  /hall  my  attendance  leave  you,  Madam 
ril  wait  upon  you  to  th’Elifianfhadcs.. 

CHAR. 

Nor  will  ^oot  Cbarmi$  be  left  behinde, 

CLE. 

My  earthly  race  is  run,and  I defeend 
As  great  a ghoft  as  TLiban  Smile^ 

When  her  ambitious  love  had  fought  andinct 
The  Thunderers  embraces, when  no  Pile 
Of  earthly  wood,but  foves  celeftiall  fire 
Confum’d  her  beauties  reliques,  and  fent  doWn 

E i 


yhe  Tragedte 


Her  foul  from  that  Majeftick  fuacrall. 

Farewell  thou  fading  remnant  of  my  Love! 

IVhen  I am  gone,rii  leave  thefe  earthly  pans 
To  keep  thee  company:  never  to  part, 

But  dwell  together, and  dilTolve  together. 

Come  Afpe^poflelTe  ihy  manfionj  freely  feed 
On  thefe  two  hiIs,upon  whofe  fnowy  tops 
The  winged  Cufid  oft  has  taken  fland, 

And  fhot  from  thence  the  proudefl  hearts  on  earth. 
Corruption  now,  and  rottennefle  miift  feiie 
This  once  admired  fabrick,  and  diflolve 
This  flefli  t@  common  elements  again.* 

When  skilful!  nature,  were  flie  ftriftly  bound 
To  fearch  through  all  her  ftore-houfc  would  be  posM 
To  tell  which  piece  was  ClcQfitra  once. 

-Sweet  Afpc,  I feel  thy  touch,  and  life  begins 
.From  thefe  cold  limbs  to  take  her  gentle  flight. 

'A  flumber  feixes  mej  fare  well  my  girles, 
i Thus  Ict.the  Romans  findc  me  dead,and  know 
jjg^augre  the  power  of  Rome,and  C^efax  $ fplecti 
l^hat  CUoptm  liv'd,  and  a Queen. 

I CHAR. 

I She*" s dcad,and  Eka  too.  I hcarc  a noifc. 

I There  is  no  dallying  no wj  I muft  befpeedy,^ 
jj  And  ufc  the  cojnmon  and  furc  way  to  death. 


Mnttr 


EfJtef  Cjbsar,  Agrippa,Txtiu§,PiakcU5^v 
Gallus,  Epap^oditus, 
Procliieius. 

C^. 

Wc  come  too  late,  and  all  in  vain  I fear 
Our  care  has  been. 

EPA. 

Here  lies  her  fervant  bleeding, 

Not  dead’.fpeak  chxmhj  how  dy’d  the  Queen  ? 
CHAR. 

A death  that  well  befeem'd  her  royall  birth, 

AGR. 

See  Ctefkr^  fee;  the  mark  upon  her  brefty! 

And  here  the  fatal!  authour* 

C». 

TwaitheAfpc. 

Be  fpccdic  now,  and  ufeyour  utmoll  power  Suetcffl 
You  sjcrlfull  pfyls^  czll  back  this  royallfoul  Pie* 

To  her  fair  feat,  and  take  from  Cdjar^s  bounty 
Above  your  wifofuck  thou  the  wounded  place. 

And  mutter  thou  thy  ftroripeft  charms  to  fright 
1 ale  death  from  thence, and  you  infern airGodr, 

If  ere  to  humane  prayers  you  could  lend 
An  exorable  eare,  ’tis  Ccefir  begs, 

C^far^  whofc  iword  has  Tent  to  your  black  fhadcs 
A hundred  thoufand  fouls, and  ftdl  has  power 
T enlarge  your  Empire,  begs  in  lieu  of  all 
But  reftitution  of  one  foul  alone. 

Tl. 

How  royally  flic  dyd? 

Kr  PI-A. 

No  conquer^  Prince. 

Did  ever  findc  a nobler  way  to  death. 

Had 


I 
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